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Abstract

Hongyoulu, a history book on the Ming dynasty, was compiled by the 16th-century
historian Gao Dai (1508-1564). It follows the style of Tongjian jishi benmo and records
about two hundred years of history from the early Ming to the mid-Ming period. Despite
its extensive citations in Ming studies, the content and structure of this history book
have not been fully investigated. Therefore, this thesis aims to provides a
comprehensive and detailed discussion of Hongyoulu to reveal the value and
significance of this history book.

This thesis first explores Gao Dai's life, and then examines the origins of
Hongyoulu in the context of mid-Ming Socio-political and intellectual milieu. As a
literati and bureaucrat living in the Zhengde and Jiajing eras, Gao Dai was not only
proficient in literature and history, but also familiar with political affairs. He worried
about the military crises frequently occurring in mid-Ming and pursued the way of
"jingshi" (managing the world). During the Jiajing reign, there was a trend of thought
called "fazu" (modeling the ancestors). The trend of thought motivated many scholars,
including Gao Dai, to devoted themselves to studying early Ming history, and
convinced the "ancestors’ instructions" (instructions made by Ming emperors) could be
the basis for "jingshi". As a result, Gao Dai privately compiled history of Ming dynasty
and named Hongyoulu, hoping this history book could help people to discuss current
affairs and predict the future.

Hongyoulu is characterized by its "jishi benmo style", its specialization in military
history, and the historical commentaries that follow each historical event, which make
it stand out in comparison with other historical works of the same period. In his use of
historical materials, Gao Dai referenced various historical works such as Longfei Jilue
and Huangming Tongji, as well as administrative documents and records found in the
Huangming Jingji Wenlu. Also, he compared, integrated, and rewrote different
historical sources, making Hongyoulu differ from previous chronicle-style historical
works, which mainly based on single source. Gao Dai's careful attention to the
introductory and concluding sentences of each historical account demonstrated his

understanding that the essence of the "jishi benmo style" focused on events rather than
vi
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chronological recording, marking a departure from traditional annalistic historiography.

Hongyoulu also reflects the characteristics of "jingshi Shixue" (historiography of
statecraft) in the mid to late Ming period, which emphasized the utilitarian aspect of
historiography over moral criticism. In the first eight volumes of this book, Gao Dai
tried to highlight the wisdom and courage of the founding emperors, Taizu and Chengzu,
through narratives of the founding of Ming and the Jingnan campaign. He portrayed the
hardships they faced in establishing the dynasty to caution the complacent people of his
time, urging them to learn from their ancestors in confronting contemporary military
crises. In the latter eight volumes, Gao Dai extended his focus on the military
campaigns and rebellions since the mid-Ming Dynasty. He described the causes,
developments, and official responses to these tumultuous events, conducting a general
review from a personnel perspective: in the case of high-level rebellions, he pointed out
the dangers of monarch’s favoritism; in the case of local governance and suppression
of rebellions, he appealed to the court to appoint capable officials; and in the case of
disturbances at the border, he advised officials not to interfere with the customs of the
rude tribes and resort to military force recklessly.

Finally, this thesis discusses the influence of Hongyoulu during the late Ming and
early Qing periods. The widespread circulation of various editions and numerous
references to it in works by Ming and Qing scholars underscored Hongyoulu’s
significant impact. However, historians of the late Ming and early Qing periods
criticized certain aspects of this book: for one thing, despite Gao Dai’s efforts in
verifying the credibility of historical sources, there were still many factual mistakes in
Hongyoulu. For another, while the "jishi benmo style" used in Hongyoulu had its
advantages over traditional annalistic and biographical styles, it also faced criticisms
for division of time and some narratives about time being too ambiguous. These
problems caused by Gao Dai's carelessness and the limitations of his time. But it’s worth
noting that the popularity of compiling military history continued to grow in the late
Ming and early Qing periods, and the style of many subsequent historical works was
similar in or explicitly followed Hongyoulu, thus enhancing people’s understanding of

the "jishi benmo style".

vii
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