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Abstract

After the Mukden Incident (September 18 Incident), the Nationalist Government,
anticipating a potential full-scale war with Japan, established the National Defense
Design Committee in 1932 as a national defense preparation agency. In 1935, the
committee was merged with the Resources Department of the Ordnance Bureau to
form the Resources committee, which played a significant role in the economic
development efforts of the Nationalist Government during the Second Sino-Japanese
War. Geologist Weng Wenhao, a prominent scholar-turned-politician of the early
Republic of China, was recruited by Chiang Kai-shek to lead both the National
Defense Design Committee and the Resources committee, contributing to national
defense economic preparations and implementing his economic ideas.

Weng Wenhao's economic thought was influenced by his international
perspective and Sun Yat-sen's principles of people's livelihood. In response to the
challenges posed by the Great Depression and Japan's invasion of China, Weng
proposed his vision for economic development and industrialization. He also adopted
Hu Shih's approach, stemming from the "problems versus doctrines” debate of the
May Fourth Movement, treating economic issues as purely technical matters. Weng's
economic thought encompassed several key components: adopting controlled
economic measures inspired by international practices to address the lack of economic
planning in China; offering a compromise between the debates on "agriculture-based"
versus "industry-based™ national development by advocating for "agriculture as the
foundation and industry as the builder"”; developing regional development plans based
on long-term geographic and geological research; and, towards the end of the war,
formulating a post-war industrialization plan that combined Sun Yat-sen's industrial

vision with global experiences in controlled economic development.
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However, Weng faced numerous challenges and obstacles in realizing his
ambitious industrialization plan. First, there was a lack of funding and technology.
The Nationalist Government struggled to effectively manage the country and
grassroots society, and the disconnection between agriculture and industry made it
difficult to raise industrialization funds from an agrarian society. Collaborating with
foreign countries to secure resources risked dependency and subordination—an
unforeseen challenge for Sun Yat-sen’s and Weng’s industrialization visions. Second,
internal issues within the Nationalist Government posed significant hurdles. After
Chiang Kai-shek's purge of political rivals, the government was plagued by
bureaucratic capitalism, with the family of Kung Hsiang-hsi controlling large amounts
of state-owned capital and attempting to exert fiscal control over the Resources
committee. This led to conflicts with Weng Wenhao and Qian Changzhao,the leaders
of the Committee. Additionally, as members of the Political Science Clique, Weng and
Qian faced constant obstruction and hostility from the CC Clique. These factors led
Weng to contemplate leaving the Nationalist Government during the later stages of
the Chinese Civil War, as the Nationalist military suffered repeated defeats.

Consequently, Weng’s economic development approach shifted from addressing
individual issues incrementally to embracing a transformative, holistic worldview. His
understanding of industrialization and modernization evolved from the Western
modernization paradigm to the Soviet socialist model and the Chinese Communist
Party’s New Democratic Revolution. Amid this ideological shift, the Communist
Party seized the opportunity to win Weng over. Responding to Resources Committee
Apostasy, Weng joined the industrialization efforts of mainland China after 1949,
profoundly influencing the trajectory of modern China and its place in the world.

Keyword : Weng Wenhao, Industrialization, Modernization, Resources

Committee, Resources Committee Apostasy.
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