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Abstract

While serving as a crucial oversight mechanism for legislators to hold the
government accountable (Russo & Wiberg, 2010), oral questions also reflect the
personal will and policy preferences of legislators (Martin, 2011a). Within the
framework of local politics in Taiwan, city and county councils enjoy significant
flexibility in terms of the timing and content of questions, thus empowering local
councilors to freely address their areas of concern. As a result, local councilors take
various factors into consideration when formulating their questions, deciding whether
to prioritize their role as policy supervisors (focus on general interest of the public), or
as constituent agents (focus on issues related to their constituents).

This study focuses on the 18th County Council of Miaoli County to examine
whether, in a county council without any party alternation and with highly contentious
questioning content, councilors' question formulation reflects a preference for the
general interest of the public, or if they primarily prioritize constituency-related issues.
This research addresses three main questions: the quantity of questions purposed by
local councilors related to different types of interests, the factors influencing the
adjustment of question content by local councilors, and the potential impact of electoral
vulnerability on their questioning behavior.

To analyze the data, the content of councilors from eight different sessions was
first segmented based on stem and then grouped into distinct questions based on their
themes and policy topics. Each question was subsequently coded and classified
according to the types of interests involved, and electoral vulnerability was calculated
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for each constituency based on prior research. The OLS regression model was
employed as the estimation method for regression analysis to examine the impact of
independent variables on the dependent variable. Furthermore, recognizing the
interdependence of the analysis units and aiming for a more robust model, as well as
considering the potential influence of the quantity of questions posed by councilors on
the regression results, cluster analysis was utilized to control the effects of individual
councilor, ensuring more accurate statistical outcomes.

Through quantitative analysis, this study demonstrates that councilors' personal
and electoral factors significantly influence the types of interests they choose to focus
on when formulating their questions, with party membership being the most influential
factor. Local councilors adopt questioning strategies based on their individual
backgrounds, considering whether to assume the role of "constituent agents" or "policy
supervisors." However, the content of councilors' questions is dynamic and complex,
and the political landscape varies across different local areas. Further research is
required to develop a comprehensive understanding of the legislative behavior of local

councils in Taiwan.

Key Words: Local self-government, Local councilors, Miaoli, Questions, General

Interest, Constituency Related Interest
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