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ABSTRACT

THE IMPLEMENTER OF LEGISLATIVE DIPLOMACY:

THE ORIGINS AND OPERATIONS OF THE LEGISLATIVE YUAN" S

DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
by

HUI-CHI, CHUANG

May 2024

ADVISOR: JASON KUO, Ph.D.

DEPARTMENT: POLITICAL SCIENCE

MAJOR - GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS

DEGREE: MASTER OF ARTS

KEY WORD: LEGISLATIVE DIPLOMACY, PARLIAMENTARY DIPLOMACY,
LEGISLATIVE YUAN'S DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS,

PRINCIPAL-AGENT THEORY, COLLECTIVE PRINCIPAL, MULTIPLE PRINCIPALS

This paper examines the background, legislative process, and operations of the
Legislative Yuan's Department of International Affairs, established through the
amendment to the Legislative Yuan Organization Act on May 12, 2023. It is the first
paper that applies the Principal-agent Theory to explain the transformation of Taiwan's
legislative diplomacy needs and patterns, leading to the establishment of the Legislative

Yuan's Department of International Affairs.
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As of January 15, 2024, Republic of Nauru announced an end of diplomatic relations
with the Republic of China (Taiwan), reducing the number of Taiwan's diplomatic allies
to 12. Despite the increasingly challenging diplomatic situation, there has been more
opportunities in legislative diplomacy. In recent years, many parliamentary delegations
of countries without diplomatic relations have visited Taiwan, and the trend is
increasing. Through interactions “between non-administrative units" and "between
official and personal identities, " Taiwan has had more opportunities to develop
interaction channels with other countries. However, before the amendment of the
Legislative Yuan Organization Act on May 12, 2023, there was no dedicated unit for
legislative diplomacy affairs in the Legislative Yuan. Instead, the Secretariat was
responsible for receiving domestic and foreign guests and administrative works, or
legislators may ask the Ministry of Foreign Affairs' Congressional Liaison Office for

assistance.

Due to the increasing demand and patterns of parliamentary foreign affairs, the
principal-agent relationship in legislative diplomacy has changed, highlighting the lack
of capacity, professionalism in the Secretariat and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs'
Congressional Liaison Office. On May 12, 2023, the Legislative Yuan passed the
amendment to the Legislative Yuan Organization Act, setting up the "Department of
International Affairs" within the Legislative Yuan. Through secondary data analysis and
in-depth interviews, this paper clarifies the challenges under the original system, the
amendment to the Legislative Yuan Organization Act, discussions among parties.
Furthermore, this paper analyzes the personnel, operations, and prospects of the

Legislative Yuan's Department of International Affairs.
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