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ABSTRACT

This thesis investigates how the Cultural Public Sphere in Hualien’ s old town
has taken shape and transformed under the collaborative conditions between public and
private sectors. As cultural and creative industries have become central to national
cultural governance, cultural events and spatial policies have emerged as key strategies
in urban development. However, in policy frameworks modeled on metropolitan
contexts, cities like Hualien — positioned at the island’ s periphery — often face
challenges in localizing such strategies due to distinct cultural, geographical, and social
conditions. This study begins with the question: How does cultural creativity become
deeply rooted?

To understand this localization and transformation process, the research engages
with the concepts of cultural governance and the Cultural Public Sphere, while also
drawing on the notions of Cultural Quasi-Commons and Cultural Infrastructure to
examine how cultural venues operate within the tensions among state policy, market
logics, and grassroots practices. It argues that the implementation of cultural policy is
not a linear execution of top-down plans, but a prolonged process of negotiation and
translation shaped by interactions among civic actors, local governments, and central

authorities.

Methodologically, the research combines historical analysis, policy document
review, spatial observation, and in-depth interviews, using the idea of ~“taking root”
(3%Hh) to foreground the specificity of Hualien' s cultural landscape. On the one
hand, it compares the governance and operational models of four major cultural parks—
Hualien Cultural and Creative Industries Park, “ ¥ —#J” Cultural Park, Hualien
Railway Culture Park, and Solar Cities ( [ ¢83 ) —to explore how central and local
governments co-implement Cultural-Creative Re-Incarnation policies. On the other
hand, it examines how grassroots actors respond to the policy landscape through
adaptive strategies. The cases include: “Iron-Heart (% /(s ) Co-Governance Team,”
“Yuejianli (425 E2) No. 8 Reading Room,”  “Island of Light Cultural Space,”
and “Hualien Daily ({£3# H H ) /Node Co-Creation( £iE53£Al] ) Studio.” These
initiatives, often led by cultural entrepreneurs who have relocated to Hualien,
demonstrate how local experiences and long-term engagement with the community
shape emerging forms of public culture. While these public-private collaborations offer

new governance possibilities, they still face institutional and operational challenges.

Through extensive fieldwork and interviews, this thesis makes two core arguments:

First, although centrally and locally promoted Cultural-Creative Re-Incarnation
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policies encounter implementation difficulties due to mismatched resources and
governance paradigms, Hualien’ s legacy of environmental movements and its
marginal position have catalyzed a distinct form of grassroots cultural energy. This has
facilitated the emergence of a renewed Cultural Public Sphere amid shifting policy
frameworks. Second, Hualien’s cultural governance is gradually moving from tourism-
centered branding toward the construction of public culture rooted in everyday life.
New models of public-private collaboration emphasize engagement with community
issues and local resources, enabling cultural spaces to function as Cultural Quasi-

Commons with expanded social capacity.

Ultimately, this study aims to reframe the understanding of cultural governance

from the vantage point of an eastern secondary city in Taiwan. It seeks to complement
existing research—often focused on policy outcomes or industrial promotion— by

illuminating how culture takes root, sprouts, and regenerates through locally embedded

practices.

Key words: Cultural Governance, Cultural Public Sphere, Culture-Led Urban

Regeneration, Cultural Quasi-Commons, Cultural Infrastructure.
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