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Abstract

This study focuses on the Ziyuan Organic Agriculture Promotion Zone in Guanshan
Township, Taitung County. It aims to explore the critical factors influencing farmers’
transition from conventional farming to organic rice production, the challenges
encountered during this process, and the applicability and limitations of Innovation
Diffusion Theory in farmers' acceptance of organic farming practices.

Through questionnaire surveys and statistical analyses of contracted farmers within
the promotion zone, this study identifies key motivations for transitioning to organic
farming, including economic incentives, health and environmental awareness, policy
support, and social encouragement. Nevertheless, farmers commonly face increased
production costs, higher labor demands, difficulties managing pests and weeds, and
unstable yields, all of which negatively impact their willingness to persist in organic
cultivation.

Furthermore, by applying Innovation Diffusion Theory to analyze farmers'
acceptance and decision-making processes regarding organic farming, the study found
significant differences based on farmers' backgrounds in terms of knowledge acquisition,
innovation adoption, and continued practice. Variables such as age, education level, and
farm scale notably influence the motivation for transition, while the effect of gender is
relatively limited. Middle-aged, highly educated, and large-scale farmers showed the
strongest motivations and highest acceptance rates for transitioning, whereas older
farmers, despite their extensive experience, faced greater difficulties in adapting to
organic practices.

Based on these findings, this research recommends that government policies aimed
at promoting organic agriculture should include comprehensive supporting measures,
such as subsidies to reduce production costs, enhanced training in organic farming
techniques, and stable market channels. Additionally, tailored advisory strategies for
farmers at various stages of transition should be developed to sustain long-term

commitment to organic agriculture and promote sustainable agricultural development.

Keywords: Organic Rice, Organic Agriculture Promotion Zone, Innovation Diffusion

Theory, Organic Agriculture, Guanshan Township, Taitung County
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