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FOHE

Since the advent of the 20th century, the domain of leadership studies has emerged as a
focal point of scholarly discourse, driven by the burgeoning demand for talent within the
spheres of business and education. The exploration of political leadership poses a
complex challenge due to the multifaceted nature of leadership behaviors exhibited by
distinct leaders and the variegated contexts of time and space. These complexities often
obfuscate the examination of leaders' virtues, the dichotomy of leadership behaviors'
effectiveness, and the commitment of leaders towards fostering a shared vision for
enhancing societal well-being. "Zhenguan Zhengyao," heralded as the seminal work
embodying the essence of leadership pedagogy, delineates the collaborative inquiries of
Emperor Taizong and his ministers into the quintessence of contemporary leadership
theory. This encompasses the cultivation of ideal leadership archetypes, the fortification
of trust between leaders and their adherents, the optimization of goal and task fulfillment,
and the pivotal role of leaders in aligning with the grassroots populace to navigate
communal adversities. This dissertation proffers a holistic analytical perspective and
constitutes a pioneering endeavor in the realm of Chinese political studies, juxtaposing
the monarchial discourses from over fourteen centuries ago with the contemporary
discourse on leadership studies. It endeavors to unearth the foundational principles
underpinning effective and virtuous leadership through the lens of prevalent challenges

within the field.

Keywords : Zhenguan Zhengyao, Emperor Taizong, Leadership Studies, Effective

Leadership, Virtuous Leadership
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