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Populist Attitudes Scale: Testing Convergent and Predictive
Validity

Wei Chun Liao

Abstract

In the post-Cold War era, populism has emerged as a new threat to democracy.
Unlike war or infiltration, populism is an “internal threat” to democracy. Although
populist democracy appears democratic, it substantially affects the quality of
democracy and reduces the space for rational discussion of public issues. Therefore, it
is necessary to distinguish between “true democracy” and “populist democracy.”
Study 1 is a survey study with the synthesis of items from previous scales. Through
the literature review, crucial elements defining populism were identified, and items
from previous scales were collected and administered. With a sample (N = 228),
exploratory and confirmatory factor analysis revealed three sub-concepts of populism
(anti-establishment, the will of the people, and homogeneity of the people). In
addition, Study 1 replicated previous research with the evidence of the convergent
validity of the new populism scale, confirming that populist attitudes are negatively
correlated with the quality of democratic governance and political trust, and positively
correlated with political powerlessness. However, the findings also showed some
inconsistent evidence from the findings of the previous research on the associations
between populism, pluralistic beliefs, and elitist beliefs. Thus, Study 2 was conducted
to further develop the new populism scale. Surveys were administered with a sample
of 204 in Study 2. Replicating the findings of Study 1, the correlations between the
“will of the people” and “anti-establishment” and “homogeneity of the people” were
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significant, but the correlation between “anti-establishment” and “homogeneity of the
people” was not, suggesting that the “will of the people” is an important element to
bridge “anti-establishment” and “homogeneity of the people.” Additionally, Study 2
examined the predictive validity of the populism scale and found that individuals with
populist attitudes were more likely to exhibit “institutional populist behaviors,” such
as voting for populist candidates and signing petitions to support the reinstatement of
the death penalty. To sum up, the results of this thesis indicate that populism has a
profound impact on the quality of democracy. Populists tend to support populist
candidates and extreme protest actions, which undermines the stability of democratic
governance and the space for rational debate of public issue. Emphasizing the
supremacy of the “will of the people” while ignoring diverse voices further deepens
social divisions. This internal threat erodes the inclusiveness and compromise
essential to democracy. Therefore, understanding and distinguishing “true democracy”
from “populist democracy” is crucial for maintaining the stability and healthy
development of democratic systems.

Keywords: populism, will of the people, anti-establishment, homogeneity of

the people, democratic quality, democratic theory
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t4%— - Akkerman % £ (2014) £ £

KoL AL R

POP1 | The politicians in the Dutch parliament need to follow the will of the
people.

POP2 | The people, and not politicians, should make our most important policy

decisions.

POP3 | The political differences between the elite and the people are larger than

the differences among the people.

POP4 | I would rather be represented by a citizen than by a specialized politician.

POP5 Elected officials talk too much and take too little action.

POP6 | Politics is ultimately a struggle between good and evil.

POP7 | What people call “compromise” in politics is really just selling out on

one’s principles.

POP8 | Interest groups have too much influence over political decisions.

PLU1 | In a democracy it is important to make compromises among differing

viewpoints.

PLU2 | It is important to listen to the opinion of other groups.

PLU3 | Diversity limits my freedom. ( 5 &3+ 4 )

ELI Politicians should lead rather than follow the people.

ELI Our country would be governed better if important decisions were left up

to successful business people.

ELI Our country would be governed better if important decisions were left up

to independent experts.
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*t4%= ~ Schulz & £ (2018) & %

ey P

antil | MPs in Parliament very quickly lose touch with ordinary people.*

anti2 | The differences between ordinary people and the ruling elite are much

greater than the differences between ordinary people.*

anti3 | People like me have no influence on what the government does.

anti4 | Politicians are not really interested in what people like me think.

anti5 | Politicians talk too much and take too little action.

sovl | The people should have the final say on the most important political issues

by voting on them directly in referendums.

sov2 | The people should be asked whenever important decisions are taken.*

sov3 | The people,not the politicians,should make our most important policy

decisions.*

sov4 | The politicians in Parliament need to follow the will of the people.*

hom1 | Ordinary people all pull together.

hom2 | Ordinary people are of good and honest character.

hom3 | Ordinary people share the same values and interests.-

hom4 | Although the Swiss are very different from each other,when it comes down

to it they all think the same.

hom5 | The Swiss are basically honest and upright.

hom6 | The Swiss are a coherent entity,rather than just a bunch of individuals.

elil Ordinary people can't be trusted to make the right decisions about our

nation's problems.

eli2 Things are going well in our country because important decisions are left

to the government.

eli3 All decisions that are important for a country should be left to

politicians;that's what they are elected to do.

plul | Democracy is about achieving compromise among differing viewpoints.

plu2 | In a democracy,it's important to listen to groups whose opinion differs from

your own.
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plu3

In a democracy,it's important to take account of opposing views in decision

making.

plu4

In a democracy,minority views should be taken into account.
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Research Ethics Committee
National Taiwan University
No. 1, Sec. 4, Roosevelt Rd., Taipei, Taiwan 10617, R.O.C
Phone: 3366-9956 Fax: 2362-9082

FEHTENR
wTam: 2024444158

REARR : 202401HS031
HTHRAHAMM: 2024 F4 A 158 £ 2024 %12A31 8
HELM: ERAMESRRAGH L2
R/ A/ EENRA: REEMAR/ PR/ A/ BMY AL
EXHRAAM: [(ARXHEE 2024 43A078) » [PHFBE 202053 13a] -
[fotPE0A 2024 44818) - [ME-20244%18208]) * [BRXE 204 %3187
8]

LAHERR2024 F4A158 REEBAFHFANBEHERALQRLACFAL  H#6AR
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Ethical Review Approval
National Taiwan University
Date of approval: Apeil 15, 2024
NTU-REC No.: 202401HS031
Validity of this approval: from April 15, 2024 to December 31, 2024
Title of protocol: Analysis of Taiwanese people’s political attitudes and political beliefs
University/ College/ Department/ Principal Investigator : National Taiwan University/ College of
Science/ Department of Psychology/ Master Student LIAO, WEI CHUN
Version date of documents : [ Research Protocol, March 07, 2024] + [ Informed Consent Form, March
13,2024] + [Informed Consent Statement, April 01,2024)] + [Questionnaires, January 20, 2024])
[ Recruitment Advertising, March 07, 2024)

The protocol has been approved by Rescarch Ethics Committee of National Taiwan University and has
been classified as expedited on April 15, 2024, The committee is organized under, and operates in
accordance with, Social and Behavioral Research Ethical Principles and Regulations of National Taiwan
University and govemmental laws and regulations.

Approval by funding agency is mandatory before project implementation,

Continuing Review Application should be submitted to Research Ethics Committee no later than six
weeks before current approval expired. The investigator is required to report protocol amendment and
Scm;ln Adverse Events in accordance with the National Taiwan University and governmental laws and
regulations.

Chairperson Chen-Ling Hung %—0&3 S
J

Research Ethics Committee
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Ethical Review Approval
National Taiwan University
Date of approval (Amendment): May 30, 2024
NTU-REC No.: 202401HS031
Validity of this approval: from May 30, 2024 to December 31, 2024
Title of protocol © Analysis of Taiwanese people’s political attitudes and political beliefs
University/ College/ Department/ Principal Investigator : National Taiwan University/ College of
Science/ Department of Psychology/ Master Student LIAO, WEI CHUN
Version date of documents : [ Rescarch Protocol, May 13,2024) + [Informed Consent Form, May 13,
2024) + [Informed Consent Statement, May 13,2024) + [Questionnaires, May 13, 2024) »
[ Recruitment Advertising, March 07, 2024)

The protocol has been approved by Rescarch Ethics Committee of National Taiwan University and has
been classified as expedited on May 30, 2024. The committee is organizod under, and operates in
accordance with, Social and Behavioral Research Ethical Principles and Regulations of National Taiwan
University and governmental laws and regulations.

Approval by funding agency is mandatory before project implementation.

Continuing Review Application should be submitted to Research Ethics Committee no Iater than six
weeks before current approval expired. mhnwimhmpmwnpmmxocolmw
Serious Adverse Events in accordance with the National Taiwan University and governmental laws and
regulations,

Chairperson Chen-Ling Hung “ =
Research Ethics Committee - y M’("}
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