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Abstract

Previous research on the power space of clan communities often portrays the clan's
power/knowledge operation mode as a fixed and static structure, confined to the historical
context of the clan, with little influence on the community's current development. This
study, however, adopts a dynamic analytical perspective, arguing that the contemporary
clan power space, as a reproduction of traditional clan social space, involves the ongoing
construction and reconstruction of power/knowledge relations through various cultural
practices of local clans.

Taking Daimei Village in Zhangzhou, Fujian Province, as an example, this study
explores the correlation between local clan power and the mode of power/knowledge
operation in the settlement space in different spatial and temporal contexts. Since the
1980s, along with the wave of China's reform and opening up, there have been many signs
of "clan revival" in traditional settlements in Southeast China. Typical features of this
phenomenon are the construction of clan cultural memories led by rural clan elites, such
as the compilation of genealogical records, the restoration of ancestral halls, and the
revival of folk rituals. In Daimei Village in Zhangzhou City, Fujian Province, the author
found that the construction of clan cultural memory not only includes the above forms
but also manifests itself in the construction of a large number of newly-built residential
buildings, which inherits the construction concepts of the ancient residential buildings,
and has a high degree of similarity in the spatial layout, architectural forms and
decorations, and so on. Through transmitting cultural memory, the contemporary Daimei
Chen clan has created a unique spatial style of settlement in the area, bringing Daimei
Village to the attention of the local government and the general public. This study
explores the factors behind the inheritance of cultural memory in Daimei Village. It
attempts to explore how contemporary clan power, through the operation of
power/knowledge, has been able to inherit cultural memory while simultaneously
constructing the village's power space.

This study argues that, in various periods following contemporary China's reform
and opening up, the clan power in Daimei Village has constructed distinct power spaces
by exerting control over spatial and cultural memory. These power spaces are not created
in isolation but are instead a 'representation’ of the power/knowledge operations of the
ancient clans.Based on this argument, the author first draws from Michel Foucault's
theory of power/knowledge and contrasts it with ancient Chinese spatial construction
thought. Through this theoretical dialogue, the discussion begins on the spatial power
patterns of Daimeivillages during the traditional social period. Secondly, using Foucault's
theory of "reappearance" and theoretical perspectives related to cultural memory, the
author interprets the power/knowledge within clan communities during the early reform
and opening-up period as a reappearance of the symbolic memory of ancient clan
communities. This reproduction represents the power space imagined and constructed by
the clans through material forms, reflecting the re-creation of architectural symbol
memory and the inheritance of traditional ritual memory.Finally, from the perspective of
power/knowledge in new museology and the concept of "displayness” in "architectural
musealization,” the author explores how the Daimei Ancient Folk Dwelling Group,
endowed with museum status, reproduces its relationship with architectural musealization.
Through the interactions of clan elites, state power, and villagers, the Daimei Ancient
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Residence Cluster has generated a distinct power/knowledge operation network, different
from that of the early reform and opening-up period.

This study finds that contemporary clan elites have played a dominant role in the
formation, continuation, and restructuring of settlement power spaces through the
appropriation of clan cultural memory at different times. Despite changes in the social
environment, clan power has demonstrated the ability to reconfigure the frameworks for
decoding clan memory texts through flexible power/knowledge operations, allowing
them to adapt to the needs of the new era.Regarding the transformation of the
contemporary clan power/knowledge reproduction network, the author argues that it
exhibits a characteristic of "displayness.” Under the operation of architectural
museumization, traditional clan communities are not only objects of legal protection and
exhibition but also spaces where conventional clan power/knowledge networks are
reproduced.

In different historical contexts, contemporary local clan power has leveraged its
power/knowledge operations to transition inward-looking clan societies from closure to
openness. Through positive interactions with state power institutions, they have created
opportunities for preserving and inheriting the cultural memories of their communities.In
this way, this study aims to fill a theoretical gap concerning the evolution of power spaces
in contemporary clan settlements and offers a new theoretical explanation for the
reproduction of traditional clan power spaces in modern Chinese communities.

Keywords: Chinese Clan Settlement, Power/Knowledge, Musealisation, Displayness.
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