R~ F~FREHF
12

Department of History
College of Liberal Arts

National Taiwan University

Doctoral Dissertation

PERRG E B Ak g
— & e & P RS ¢ s (1890-1910# )
Sugar Production and Local Society: A Case Study of the
Yang Family in Danei, Tainan (1890-1910s)

H® B
Rong-Sheng Lin
AR 2 e R S
Advisor: Wen-Liang Li, Ph.D.

P EAR 114 & 7 ¥
July, 2025

doi:10.6342/NTU202502970



®

1 ae i

3% 2018 & 1 2022 & £ 1@
$ AR ARy A e s £ (107-2 - 108-2 ~ 109-2)
£ BY R s A g 4 (109-2)

ta T ERLAAT BT £ (2022 #)

42022 £ 8% % 2023 F 7 N EWR

RGNS ¥t A SRR

% 2023 # 7% % 2025 & 6 8

PAET R T A e pEE L AT | B

bh LR AR

doi:10.6342/NTU202502970



doi:10.6342/NTU202502970



# X

AP LEARFL B e AR LY o G B s R

B
TEFEY BAEE - B3 Y FRGER TR AP A E AR E

Mg B HIR R S R AL § e o A MLE S B RS ¥ A
RELERY DR EEEEAE - A2 f e < PP RDTELF o SIS

s

FREFHF DR ETH S oo ZMERP ISR AR EREY F U B2
Hhpdae sy dmid o

Ae R 2 - o AR TR S AR R TR
BRpERLY > FRE L RAE AR NEREY]; 0 B A ABERE PR
AT o dp IR E RS RO R AR DI > F R RS S IR IR
Piheif LT g e A AFCREE L @R B AER F 2 0 T AR
FeAlRALT B IR EE ST R k2 8 MY F S A L RE

2

R e

PAd REHY s BRI ROE A RAT A TR B W

g

R e H 0 ke B E T bE PR R R 0 A AR E T S

;,L;f#;.,t; A w2 %%@,gq/'@ Lo Eﬁ;?-még fLsd oo

MEET SRR EFE SR R ARG B AL g R R

doi:10.6342/NTU202502970



doi:10.6342/NTU202502970



Abstract

This study examines how local sugar producers in Taiwan continued operating
traditional sugar mills under the colonial sugar policies implemented during the late Qing
and early Japanese rule. Previous research on Taiwan’s sugar industry has largely focused
on the colonial government or Japanese sugar corporations, emphasizing institutional
transformations and their impacts on the local economy and society. However, the role of
local sugar entrepreneurs and their adaptive strategies during this period of institutional
transition has remained underexplored. Drawing on the family archives of the Yang
family in Danei, Tainan—especially bookkeeping records related to their mill
operations—this study reconstructs how traditional sugar production was organized and

embedded within local social networks during the Meiji period.

This research presents three major findings. First, traditional sugar mill operations
were deeply embedded in local interpersonal relationships and resource mobilization
networks, functioning as institutional mechanisms that shaped rural social order. Second,
it challenges the dominant linear narrative of colonial sugar policy by showing that the
implementation of the sugar excise tax and the raw material zoning system involved local
negotiation and incremental adjustments, rather than a swift and top-down replacement
of traditional mills. Third, even after the gradual decline of traditional sugar mills
following the zoning policy, former operators continued to participate in the sugar
economy through local influence and intermediary roles. The rural order shaped by the

sugar mill system did not collapse immediately, demonstrating its lasting historical
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impact. To interpret these developments, this study introduces the concept of a “post-
sugar mill era” as an analytical framework to explore how institutional transformation

reshaped local social structures and network dynamics.

Keywords: traditional sugar mill, sugar industry, Yang family in Danei, colonial economy,

local social networks, account books
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