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Abstract

The purpose of alternative care is to provide vulnerable children with alternative
child care when families are in difficult circumstances and not suitable for children.
Although it is known that a family is important to children, most foster children are
placed in residential care instead of family-based care due to the lack resources in
providing family-like care in the child welfare system. This study focuses on
perceptions of alternative caregivers at the Bethany Children’s Home, explores how
caregivers provide family-like care within a residential out-of-home care environment,
and understands caregivers’ challenges in caring for foster children.

This study is based on a qualitative research design, incorporating interviews with
six caregivers who have worked at the Bethany Children’s Home for at least one year
without holding administrative positions and the researcher’s observations of  foster
children and caregivers’ interactions in their homes. Data analysis was conducted
through thematic analysis, using the concept of house, home, and family, to understand
how the Bethany Children’s Home’s new caring program works in real situations.

The findings indicate that, in terms of souse, the apartment complex built in 2020
is well-equipped in terms of hardware. However, due to the out-of-home care
environment, caregivers must regularly comply with government inspections and
experience a relatively low degree of freedom. In terms of family, caregivers create a
sense of home through the parental titles, family norms, and daily routines. Regarding
family relationships, the behaviors and attitudes of both foster children and caregivers
influence how they perceive their relationship with each other. Additionally, the
presence of male caregivers helps children to understand the differences between
maternal and paternal caregiving roles. Regarding sibling relationships, mixed-gender

placements help children to learn how to interact the opposite sex, while siblings also
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serve as role models and sources of learning. Family functions manifest in various
ways, including the division of household chores, education and socialization, family
decision-making and communication, recreational activities, and religious beliefs. In
terms of home, children develop a sense of belonging and security, while caregivers also
experience a feeling of home. However, differences arise due to the nature of their
work, caregiving responsibilities, and other practical considerations. Despite these
positive aspects, challenges remain, including caregivers’ concerns about constantly
shifting between the roles of “employee® and “’parent,” increased financial demands,
and dilemmas in parenting, discipline, and caregiving.

Based on the research findings, this study provides practical, policy, and research
recommendations. For practical implication, it suggests providing regular training and
caregiving support for caregivers, fostering communication and collaboration between
caregivers and other alternative care providers, and enhancing caregivers’ professional
knowledge and skills. For policy implication, the recommends specific regulations and
systems for the new type of out-of-home caregivers, while offering incentives and
protections to support them in their work. For research implication, future research
should examine the long-term impact of the home-parent program on child
development, including their experiences into adulthood. It is also recommended to
incorporate observations of children as well as insights from management personnel and

social workers to gain a more comprehensive understanding.

Keywords: alternative care, family-like care, alternative caregivers, residential care
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