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Abstract

This study takes the museum cluster in Anji County as a case study, exploring the
relationship between the current concept of "eco-museums" in China and urban-rural
development. Since the introduction of the concept of eco-museums into China in the
1980s, it has undergone the "Sinicization" of the first generation of eco-museums and
the "professionalization" of the second generation. The emergence of the Anji
Eco-Museum represents the development of the third generation of eco-museums in
China towards "planned modernization." Unlike the first and second generations of
eco-museums in China, the Anji Eco-Museum exhibits a different landscape in the
field of museology, characterized by its "local" nature, specificity in urban-rural
connections, and inclusiveness in regional development, making the Anji
Eco-Museum cluster a unique and significant subject for this study. Therefore, this
study argues that the development and connection of the Anji Eco-Museum are based
on the important cultural agency representation in Anji's urban-rural spatial
development. It is a unique manifestation in contemporary China. Building upon this
argument, the study, starting from the fields of new museum studies and spatial
planning, theoretically reviews the concept of eco-museums, highlighting the
discourse of "Sense of Place", analyzing the different manifestations of Sense of Place
with different subjects. Subsequently, the study introduces the concept of
"Musealization" to establish connections between museums and places, analyzing the
relationship between musealization and regional processes, considering musealization
as a planning process. Finally, the study focuses on the concept of "Inclusiveness" to
discuss the relationship between museums and local development. In the field
research, the relationships between Sense of Place, Musealization, and Inclusiveness
are emphasized, discussing the processes and current situations of museums, local
planning, and development in Anji County. Firstly, under the field of museology, the
establishment of the Anji Eco-Museum cluster is discussed, exploring the values and
practices of museums and the identity transformation of local residents during the
process. Secondly, placing museums in the urban-rural environment, the process of
musealization of urban-rural spaces in Anji is discussed, considering it as a staged
urban-rural transformation and also resulting in policy musealization due to policy
intervention. Finally, from the perspective of inclusive development, the study
discusses the urban-rural development in Anji, the expanded participation brought by
economic inclusiveness, the creation of value for the local community, the
marketization and distribution system of the "Anji Model", involving both local
residents and external entrepreneurs in value co-creation and sharing. Ultimately,
musealization connects Sense of Place and Inclusiveness. The impact of Sense of

Place through musealization and inclusiveness is a development process both
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internally and externally. The processes of spatial musealization and policy
musealization stimulate the possibility of urban-rural economic development but also
give rise to the emergence of image economy. Therefore, this study concludes that the
concept of ecological museums serves as a unique marker for cultural subjects in the
socio-economic and cultural-political context of contemporary China. Through the
intervention of this unique marker, Anji Eco-Museum cluster, as a unified cultural
carrier, develops in urban-rural areas through the cyclic relationship of "Sense of
Place", "Musealization", and "Inclusiveness". It provides experiential perspectives on
Chinese ecological museums and current urban-rural development in China, engaging

in a dialogue with the fields of new museum studies and spatial planning.

Key words: Sense of Place, Musealization, Inclusiveness, Anji Eco-Museum cluster,

urban-rural development in China.
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