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Abstract

"Half-Mountain" refers to a group of Taiwanese people who resided in China during
the period of Japanese rule in Taiwan and later returned to Taiwan after World War II,
aligning themselves with the Kuomintang (KMT) regime. Due to their "China
experience," Half-Mountain received favor from the ruling KMT and gained political
resources and positions that were difficult for local Taiwanese to obtain. In the eyes of
many Taiwanese political dissenters, they were seen as "collaborators" of the KMT
government. The purpose of this study is to attempt to clarify the role played by Half-
Mountain during the post-war period in Taiwan and to examine their rise and fall, as well
as the evolution of their evaluation.

This study found that although the Half-Mountain group faced public discontent in
the early post-war period due to their political and economic position acquired through
their China experience, echoing the official discourse of “Taiwanese were enslaved by
Japanese”, assisting the government interference in elections, and co-opting of local
forces, but there were still some members of the Half-Mountain who be able to navigate
between the government and the public, while also gained recognition from the general
population. Unfortunately, these Half-Mountain's criticism of the government's actions
was not tolerated by the ruling authorities, and as a result, they were subjected to a purge.
Since then, it has become difficult for anyone within the half mountain group to
successfully play the role of a bridge between the government and the public. During the
228 Incident, the role played by the Half-Mountain group became extremely complex.
They were involved in both "assisting the government in suppressing" and "supporting
the civil society." However, the majority of the Half-Mountain group positioned
themselves as third parties, playing the role of "mediators" or attempting to "have a foot
in both camps" during the incident. The tragedy of the 228 Incident resulted in a deep
divide between the KMT regime and the Taiwanese local elites. As a result, the Half-
Mountain group, which had maintained a good relationship with the KMT, became the
preferred choice for the KMT to promote among the Taiwanese. They were given
important positions in the political arena that were reserved for native Taiwanese,

maintaining a stronghold until the occurrence of diplomatic crises in the 1970s. It was
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during this time that emerging local faction politicians gradually replaced them in their
positions. However, due to the existence of special cases such as Hsieh Tung-min ( {55
k1) and Chen Shoushan ([H~<FLL) , the era of Half-Mountain's dominance actually
continued until the early 1990s before coming to an end. Although many members of the
Half-Mountain gained a certain level of public support during the martial law period due
to their influence, their role as the "Taiwanese role model" in the political arena,
endorsement of the Kuomintang's Taiwan policy on the international stage, and their
assistance in government lobbying against Taiwan independence forces overseas led to
mixed evaluations from the public. In addition, due to Lee Wan-chu ( Z2& & ) 's gradual
alignment with the civil society and his repeated challenges to the martial law system
following the 228 Incident, he successfully earned the admiration of the public, making
him the only unique case within the Half-Mountain group that received predominantly

positive evaluations from the public during the martial law period.

Keywords: Half-Mountain, collaborator, Chinese experience, Post-war Taiwan, 228

incident, Period of Martial Law, evaluation
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