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ABSTRACT

The Agricultural Production and Marketing Groups (APMG) in Taiwan are
grassroots organizations that combine numerous farmers and extensive farmland, making
them a key focus for government guidance. The Traceable Agricultural Product (TAP),
an important voluntary agricultural product certification system, allows APMGs to
enhance production efficiency and product quality through group certification, organized
management, organized specialization of tasks, technical support, and market linkage.

This system ensures consistent product quality and market competitiveness.

This study analyzes the data of 4,758 crop APMGs (excluding beekeeping and
floriculture) nationwide, focusing on the characteristics of 374 groups that have
obtained group certification and comparing them with other non-group certified TAPs.
A regression analysis is conducted to identify key factors influencing group
certification. The results indicate that the number of members in an APMG is a crucial
factor affecting the likelihood of applying for TAP group certification. Specifically, for
each additional member, the probability of applying for group certification increases by
0.3 percentage points, the number of certified farmers increases by 0.072, and the
certified area increases by 0.055 hectares. APMGs that have won the national top ten
exemplary or outstanding awards have a 24.8 percentage points higher probability of
obtaining group certification, with an increase of 2.761 certified farmers and 5.41
hectares in the certified area. Additionally, APMGs guided by Cooperatives have a 6.5
percentage points higher probability of applying for group certification, with an

increase of 0.675 certified farmers, specific crops and regional impacts also vary.

The study identifies key factors influencing APMGs' participation in group
certification, providing valuable insights for policy-making and selecting guidance
\'
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targets. It is recommended to identify potential APMGs to assist in establishing group
operations, strengthening organizational Quality Management Systems (QMS), and
providing support for digital transformation measures. These measures are essential for

the promotion and application of the TAP system.

Keywords : Traceable Agricultural Products (TAP), Group Certification,
Agricultural Production and Marketing Groups, Agricultural Cooperatives,

Organizational Characteristics Analysis
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