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Abstract

Taiwan’s coal mining industry has significantly shaped the country’s industrial and
cultural landscape. Among the key coal mining sites, Shan-Jia in New Taipei City holds
particular historical importance due to its rich coal heritage and preservation efforts. This study
examines the preservation process, local heritage participation, and the broader implications for

sustaining historical memory in the region.

The preservation of coal mining heritage in Shan-Jia gained momentum in 2002 when
Shan-Jia Station was designated as a municipal heritage site. Since then, conservation efforts
have focused on mine entrances, transportation networks, and industrial facilities. Through
literature analysis, fieldwork, participatory observation, and interviews, this study traces the
historical development of coal mining in Shan-Jia. Key locations include Shan-Jia Station, “Da-
feng Coal Mine Pit No. 1, Pit No. 27, and “Shan-zi-Jiao First Pit”, as well as underexplored
sites such as the “Da-feng Coal Mine Carbon Bridge” and transportation routes associated with

coal distribution.

The analysis of preservation efforts categorizes coal mining heritage in Shan-Jia into three
aspects. First, mine entrances such as “Da-feng Coal Mine Pit No. 1, Pit No. 2” have undergone
restoration, whereas ‘“Shan-zi-Jiao First Pit” remains largely undocumented. Second,
transportation and architectural structures have received varied levels of conservation. While
Shan-Jia Station is a designated heritage site, the “Da-feng Coal Mine Carbon Bridge”, listed
as a heritage site in 2018, was delisted in 2024, raising concerns about the sustainability of
preservation. Other historic structures, such as the “Shi-hui-Keng Arch Bridge” and coal
transport ditch, further illustrate the area’s industrial past. Third, various facilities remain
abandoned or repurposed, highlighting the diverse approaches to coal mining heritage

conservation.

And, heritage participation in Shan-Jia involves multiple actors. Local efforts are led by
the Shan-Jia Community Development Association, consisting mainly of elderly residents, and
the Railway Culture Volunteer Team, which provides guided tours. Recent educational reforms,
particularly the Curriculum Guidelines of 12Year, have led to increased involvement from
primary schools. Additionally, the organizations such as Shu-Lin Community University and
the independently operated “Di-Li Cultural Studio” contribute to heritage research and
documentation. However, the relationships between these organizations remain fragmented,

limiting collaborative efforts.

Between 2017 and 2019, collaboration among local organizations intensified following
the restoration of Shan-Jia Station. The Shan-Jia Community Development Association, Yu-de
Elementary School, local tour guides, and the chief of Le-Shan Village worked together on
educational and heritage projects. However, after key figures departed, cooperation declined,
with each organization focusing on independent efforts. Despite ongoing guided tours and
il
doi:10.6342/NTU202500557



educational initiatives, the lack of strong inter-organizational ties has hindered deeper historical

engagement.

The preservation strategy in Shan-Jia differs from museum-based approaches, relying
instead on "local engineering reconstruction." This method, driven by village chiefs and district
offices, results in fragmented, tourism-oriented heritage presentation rather than a unified
conservation effort. While this approach enables the restoration of individual sites, it lacks a

broader, systematic heritage plan.

To improve coal mining heritage preservation in Shan-Jia, future efforts should adopt a
regional planning perspective and participatory mechanisms, such as oral history projects and
community-based heritage initiatives. Strengthening the storytelling of lived experiences and
fostering organizational collaboration would enhance advocacy and conservation effectiveness.
Additionally, local governments should support grassroots initiatives by providing funding and
resources, fostering trust between institutions and communities. Recognizing the historical

labor structures and cultural capital in Shan-Jia will further contribute to heritage sustainability.

The continued preservation of Shan-Jia’s coal mining heritage requires collaboration
between local communities, researchers, and policymakers. By fostering deeper discussions on
industrial heritage, promoting inter-organizational cooperation, and integrating participatory
heritage models, Shan-Jia can sustain its coal mining legacy and enrich its historical landscape
for future generations. Long-term strategies that balance preservation with community
engagement will ensure that coal mining heritage remains a meaningful part of Shan-Jia’s

cultural identity.

Key words : Shanjia, industrial heritage, preservation process, heritage participation,

base of historical interpretation, flow of life experience
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https://nchdb.boch.gov.tw/assets/advanceSearch/cultural Landscape/20081023000001  ( ERFHBEEFRT © 2024/6/20)
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https://ticcih.org/%E9%83%BD%E6%IF%8F % E6 %9E% 97 % E6 % BA %96 %ES %89%81-

%E71%B9%81%E9% AB%94%EA%B8% AD%E6%96%87-the-dublin-principles-traditional-chinese/  ( B A B fE] -
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https://nchdb.boch.gov.tw/assets/advanceSearch/culturalLandscape/20081023000001
https://ticcih.org/%E9%83%BD%E6%9F%8F%E6%9E%97%E6%BA%96%E5%89%87-%E7%B9%81%E9%AB%94%E4%B8%AD%E6%96%87-the-dublin-principles-traditional-chinese/
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1949 225 1,614,127 1975 177 3,140,578
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1956 300 2,529,046 1982 157 2,383579
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