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林彥廷


The Development of the Concept of Junzi ( & F)

in Early China as a Precondition for the Canonization of

Confucian Philosophy

Abstract

By clarifying the evolution of the concept of junzi (& +; usually translated as
gentleman or nobleman) in pre-Qin Confucian classics and excavated texts, this study
explains the Confucian philosophical system with the concept of junzi as its
theoretical core. Among these texts, the concept of junzi is used as a means of
integrating different conflicting passages from various classic documents into a
holistic norm, thereby contributing to the eventual “canonization of Confucian
philosophy” following the Qin and Han Dynasties. In other words, the concept of
Jjunzi was a necessary condition for the “canonization of Confucian philosophy.”

This study uses the research method of begriffsgeschichte and history of ideas to
analyze and organize all the uses of junzi in the so-called Confucian classics and
excavated texts from the pre-Qin period. By understanding the interconnectedness of
the junzi theory between different documents and the evolution of this idea, it is
shown that Confucian political theory in the late Warring States period developed its
conception of ideal rule with the junzi as its agent of enacting morality. By clarifying
the theoretical dimensions of this idea, a coherent classical theoretical system is
constructed with the concept of junzi as its main axis.

By paying attention to the theoretical function played by the concept of junzi, the
pre-Qin classical theoretical system that has been ignored in past research can be
presented afresh. Through this research, we can understand anew pre-Qin
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Confucianism as the foundation of various Confucian theories in later generations,
which will further contribute to the overall development of Confucian philosophical

research.

Keywords: junzi, pre-Qin Confucianism, history of ideas, begriffsgeschichte, classical

theoretical system, theoretical dimensions.
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