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Abstract

This study explores the heterogeneous ethnic identity performances of the second-generation Burmese
Chinese in Taiwan. The findings reveal significant variations in how these individuals perform their ethnic
identities. However, these variations are not predominantly influenced by the ancestral origins of the
Burmese Chinese families but are more significantly impacted by their educational background,
particularly higher education. Even with differing cultural exposures during their upbringing, second-
generation Burmese Chinese with similar educational backgrounds tend to exhibit similar identity

strategies.

Field data from this research indicate that respondents with higher education, regardless of their ancestral
origins, prefer to showcase a diverse identity as second-generation immigrants from Southeast Asia.
Concurrently, they exhibit a heightened sensitivity to aspects of their identity related to "China" and
"ancestral origins," tending to avoid these associations. Some even develop "alternative identities" to
reconcile the Chinese elements of their familial background. Conversely, respondents without higher

education are more likely to conceal identities related to Southeast Asia and Burma.

This study finds that educational background plays a decisive role in the formation and performance of
ethnic identities. Even within the same country, different environments affect identity in varying ways. In
Taiwanese society, there is not a singular mainstream perspective; social mobility or the attainment of
higher education can lead individuals into different environments, thereby altering the surrounding views

on ethnic identity.

Additionally, the study highlights macro-level factors influencing the identity performance strategies of the
second-generation Burmese Chinese, including associations of Southeast Asian identity with migrant labor
and class, geopolitical sensitivities, and the implementation of the New Southbound Policy. Finally, the
study points out that current second-generation policies compel the second-generation Burmese Chinese to
conform to specific policy imaginations, thereby creating another layer of constraints on their ethnic

identity performances.

Keywords: Ethnic identity, Second-Generation Immigrants, Chinese Diaspora, Myanmar,

Identity Formation.
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