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Laozi's Political Philosophy in the Historical

Context of Zhou

Abstract

This research situates its subject of inquiry within the context of Zhou civilization,
a trend of study spurred by archaeological discoveries. It delves into Laozi’s political
philosophy by focusing on his own ideas concerning politics rather than considering
them as a derivative of his metaphysics. This approach demonstrates that Laozi’s ideas
about politics are consistent with and complementary to each other. It argues that
Laozi’s political thoughts are based on reason rather than belief in any metaphysical
entity.

This research first argues Laozi’s thoughts as a product of Zhou dynasty and in
particular, his political philosophy a crystallization of Zhou prince’s governance of
tianxia X . In this regard Laozi differs from Confucianism by considering tianxia
featured by diversity, unlike state or household. The sage-king, when ruling tianxia,
needs to attend to the fact: man wills differently; as it comes to communal life, these
wills shape the communal order through interaction. Spontaneity as such is described
as ziran 24, a state of being that precedes the sage-king’s intervention. Ziran sets the
limit for his governance rather than embodies his the ideal he values, as the concept is

iii
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usually understood.

The spontaneity in tianxia community gains full expression in ming %4 which

encompasses culture, institution, and punishment. This research considers that Laozi

takes ming positively. Accordingly, the well-known first chapter of Laozi reveals a

structure of Zhou political world incorporating dao 75 and ming. Ming results from

the ziran state.

To achieve the understanding above, a full grasp of the idea of the political, aporia

in Laozi must be examined whether they refers to the law of change inherent in things.

Through the scrutiny at the twenty-second chapter of the book, this research argues that

the aporia of this kind indicates a certain causality: what the sage-king does brings

tianxia into effect.

Based on the above this research proposes a conceptual framework for our

understanding of Laozi’s political philosophy. The sage or king should use yi —, da 7k,

and guo & as his fundamental principle to govern tianxia. Practically, they allow for

political actions and deeds characterized by wuwei 4 55 and buzheng “~=%. All this

resonates with the four allegories in Laozi, mu £}, shui 7K, gen f§ and zizhong

My analysis of them concludes that the “maternal politics” best describes the political

institution Laozi advocates in his philosophy.
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