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Abstract
Confronting the climate crisis has gained salience in international politics, leading to

states taking on a variety of roles in global climate governance. These identity
conceptions - such as leader, pioneer, follower - are mutually constituted with other
actors in the international system. Taiwan, due to its ambiguous international status,
provides an interesting example of how and why states attempt to construct a specific
international image with regards to climate change. The existing literature compellingly
argues that Taiwan’s climate commitments are motivated by a desire for increased
recognition and international space. Climate diplomacy has become a key strand of
Taiwan’s foreign policy approach, with official discourses presenting Taiwan as a
responsible stakeholder, a constructive partner, and unjustly excluded from the UN
climate regime. However, the consequences of Taiwan’s approach on shaping
international perceptions of its climate role have yet to be assessed. Through discourse
analysis, this thesis uncovers how Taiwan’s climate identity has been constructed in
international English-language news coverage in the period 2015 - 2024. 138 articles
from 26 digital publications across six countries were selected for an iterative process of
inductive coding, which identified five identity discourses: victimisation, contribution,
exclusion, lagging, and energy quadrilemma. These discourses demonstrate: how
Taiwan’s climate identity has been constructed in diverse ways; that 2021 was a turning
point in the discourse; that a state-centric understanding of climate change bolsters
Taiwan’s legitimacy; and that MOFA’s climate diplomacy strategy and international
interests shape Taiwan’s climate identity in different ways, with Taiwan’s climate
identity subordinate to economic and security concerns in many cases. This research not

only adds another dimension to understandings of the international consequences of

III
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Taiwan’s climate diplomacy, but also addresses the severe lack of analysis of the
socio-political dimensions of climate change in Taiwan. Future research could build on

these findings by exploring the roles and motivations of different actors, such as
journalists and editors, who shape media discourses of Taiwan’s climate identity, and
how these climate identity discourses have influenced international public opinion of

Taiwan.

KEYWORDS: Taiwan, climate identity, climate diplomacy, climate governance,

discourse analysis
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1. Introduction: Taiwan, Climate, and Identity

As the climate crisis has gained increased salience in international politics, successive
Taiwanese governments have attempted to leverage climate issues in their diplomatic
outreach as a path towards greater recognition and increased international space. These
aims are of particular importance to Taiwan’s sovereignty creation, in light of the
widespread lack of official diplomatic recognition, including its exclusion from the UN

climate regime.

Despite its exclusion from the UNFCCC, Taiwan has made significant progress on
climate governance domestically. In 2023, the Tsai administration codified Taiwan’s
2050 net zero target into law through the Climate Change Response Act. This landmark
decision reflects Taiwan’s unique self-imposed compliance with UN climate processes,
further demonstrated by its voluntary submission of nationally determined contributions

for over a decade.

Existing research has explored the motivations for Taiwan’s voluntary alignment with
the international climate regime, identifying Taiwan’s own political aims - namely the
quest for increased legitimacy and international space - as a significant driving force.
Engaging in climate action offers Taiwan the opportunity to gain recognition as a

responsible eco-citizen and strengthen its relationships with the global community.

Beyond domestic measures, climate change has also become a focus of foreign policy.
Taiwan engages in climate diplomacy with the aim of constructing a specific climate

identity, to achieve broader foreign policy aims. Starting in the Chen Shui-bian
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administration, successive Taiwanese governments have used the issue of climate
change to push for greater UN participation and boost Taiwan’s soft power. During the
Tsai administration, climate issues were a key aspect of Taiwan’s international
engagement strategy, including the “Taiwan Can Help” initiative. Newly inaugurated
President Lai seems set to continue using climate issues as a key strand of diplomatic
relationships: speaking just before the May 2024 election, he identified climate change

as an area of cooperation with Europe.

A deeper understanding of why, how, and the comnsequences of the government’s
attempts to construct a specific climate identity for Taiwan will provide insights into the
development of climate diplomacy in this unique case. The existing literature has
engaged with the first of these questions by exploring why Taiwan has engaged with
international climate norms in its domestic policy making. The second question of how
Taiwan approaches climate diplomacy has received some attention, but current studies
have mostly overlooked identity construction. This thesis adds empirical detail through
an assessment of identity construction in MOFA’s external climate narratives. The third
aspect, the consequences of these narratives on international perceptions of Taiwan’s
climate identity, has yet to be studied. To address this gap, this thesis sets out to answer

the following research question:

How has Taiwans climate identity been constructed by international

English-language media discourses, and what are the implications of these

discourses for Taiwan?
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With regards to scope, this thesis will cover the ten year period from January 2015 -
December 2024, a transformative period for both international climate politics and

Taiwan’s climate diplomacy.

To answer the above research question, this thesis will proceed in four stages. Firstly,
the literature review establishes the theoretical foundation of this thesis through three
critical aspects: state identities, climate diplomacy, and the motivations behind Taiwan’s

climate policy development.

Next, a contextual chapter explores how these motivations manifest in Taiwan’s climate
diplomacy, setting out its historical evolution with a particular focus on the Ma, Tsai,
and Lai administrations. This is complemented by an examination of English-language
statements and videos released by the Taiwanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) to
establish how official narratives present Taiwan’s climate identity to an international
audience. This section builds on existing research through deeper engagement with

empirical sources, providing important contextual detail.

This thesis then conducts a discourse analysis of articles covering Taiwan and climate
issues published in prominent English-language online newspapers from the US, the
UK, Japan, Australia and the EU. This approach reveals the discourses which construct
Taiwan’s climate identity in diverse ways, and is this thesis’ primary novel contribution

to the research field.

The implications of these discourses are then discussed, including what they reveal

about Taiwan’s international identity and geopolitical position. Based on these findings,
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this thesis concludes with a set of recommendations for how Taiwan could develop a

more compelling international climate identity to achieve its international aims.

In the study of climate diplomacy, the case of Taiwan offers unique insights into how
and why states attempt to build a positive climate identity outside of official climate
negotiations through public diplomacy. Assessing how international audiences may
view a state’s climate identity through a media discourse analysis, allows an assessment
of the effectiveness of public diplomacy efforts, and also reveals external forces shaping
state identities. Empirically, this thesis sets out to uncover conceptualisations of
Taiwan’s climate identity in both official and media discourses, in order to highlight
areas of opportunity and potential challenges. Theoretically, a new approach to
assessing the outcomes of climate diplomacy efforts is established, utilising discourse

analysis techniques.
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2. Literature Review: Identity, Diplomacy, and Governance in Climate Politics

2.1 State Identities and Interests

This thesis is grounded in the constructivist school of international relations, starting
from Wendt’s position that “identities and interests are constituted by collective
meanings that are always in process” (Wendt, 1992, 407). Unlike more traditional
conceptualisations of state identities and interests, constructivism holds that a state has
multiple identities that are co-constructed and changeable, and these identities inform
national interests that are also constructed rather than primordial. National interests can
be understood as a social construction, emerging out of a process of interpretation as
states interact with their own identities and the identities of external actors (Weldes,
1996). States can hold multiple, and even incompatible, identities at the same time - this
is an expression of different orientations towards different sets of relationships,

including towards specific issue areas (Holsti, 1970).

The increasing salience of environmental problems in the last several decades has led to
the emergence of a new state identity: that of the ecological state. Eco-states place
environmental concerns at the heart of their actions in much the same way the welfare
state, which emerged in the twentieth century, took on substantial responsibility for
providing social services to its population (Meadowcroft, 2005). However, unlike the
welfare state, the ecological state is inherently outward looking. Given the global nature
of environmental issues such as the climate crisis, an ecological state can only achieve
its goals through collaboration with other states (Meadowcroft, 2005). Such an

interpretation leads to a more outward-facing national identity and national imaginary,
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where the state takes responsibility not only for its own interests but also for the broader

global community affected by its policymakers' decisions (Eckersley, 2004).

This has led to an increased interest in the identity conceptions of different states with
regards to climate change, with a particular focus on leaders, pioneers and followers
(Wurzel et al., 2019). For example, there has been considerable research into the role of
the EU (Gupta and Ringius, 2001; Oberthiir and Dupong, 2021) and China (Li et al.,
2017; Hurri, 2020) as climate leaders. States such as Germany and Norway have
constructed their identities as climate leaders through discourses which embrace larger
responsibilities for the global community beyond state borders (Eckersley, 2016).
Non-state actors also hold important roles in global climate action, especially in the
context of polycentric climate governance systems (Ostrom, 2017; Backstrand et al.,

2017).
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2.2 Climate Diplomacy and Public Diplomacy

The global scale and complexity of the climate crisis means that no country can control
the climate threats facing it alone. Developing a global regime that effectively limits
climate risk requires international cooperation - and diplomacy is the foundation of such
efforts. Over the last several decades as the impacts of the climate crisis have
intensified, climate change has evolved to become one of the key issues for mainstream
diplomacy and a significant foreign policy concern for many countries. The field of
diplomacy focussed on addressing climate change, known as climate diplomacy, has

become the subject of a growing body of literature aimed at exploring this phenomenon.

While there is currently no universally accepted definition of climate diplomacy, its
purpose can be understood as constructing the international climate regime, ensuring its
effective functioning, and shaping its development in response to emerging challenges
(Mabey et al., 2013). Climate diplomacy also works to promote national interests in
international climate debates and negotiations (Mabey et al., 2013). At the political
level, the Council of the European Union identifies four key strands of climate
diplomacy: a commitment to multilateralism; the nexus between climate change and
security; a commitment to action at all levels; and the need to strengthen international
climate collaboration through advocacy and outreach (Council of the European Union,

2018).

For countries where climate change poses an existential risk, such as small island
developing states (SIDS), climate change has become a defining foreign policy focus.

The EU’s climate diplomacy efforts have also emerged as a key focus of the climate
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diplomacy literature, with many scholars identifying the EU as a climate leader
(Oberthiir and Dupont, 2021). Most recently, UK Foreign Secretary David Lammy
announced that climate change would become the focus of British foreign policy,
highlighting its central importance to the UK’s geopolitical and economic ambitions

(Lammy, 2024).

Taiwan has aligned with this trend, with climate issues becoming a key strand of its
diplomatic approach. However, unlike the aforementioned examples, Taiwan has been
excluded from the core multilateral climate negotiation body: the UNFCCC. Direct
exclusion from international negotiations and agreements is one manifestation of
Taiwan’s marginalisation within climate change action, alongside misrecognition by
organisations operating at the science-policy interface, and the confusion and conflation

of Taiwan with other entities in scientific exchange (Mabon and Shih, 2021).

Because of this marginalisation, Taiwan is unable to effectively fulfill the primary
purpose of climate diplomacy, creating the international climate change regime and
ensuring its effective operation (Mabey et al., 2013). Instead, Taiwan’s climate
diplomacy has primarily manifested in the form of public diplomacy. Public diplomacy
is based on the dynamic interactions between the government, the media, and public
opinion, with the government attempting to cultivate soft power: “a form of national
power that is based on ideational and cultural attractiveness, which is intentionally or
unintentionally utilized by actors in international relations to achieve strategic

imperatives” (Lee, 2011, 11).
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Successive Taiwanese governments have strategically promoted narratives of Taiwan
which they hope will appeal to global audiences and thus encourage them to focus more
on Taiwan, empathise with its challenges, and back its political agenda (Rawnsley,
2014). Proactive promotion of democracy, human rights, trade liberalisation, public
health, and LGBT rights have all formed part of Taiwan’s public diplomacy efforts,
often in an attempt to align Taiwan with the values of major Western powers, although
these narratives have shifted depending on the aims of the party in power (Rawnsely,

2014; Chen and Fell, 2021).
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2.3 Climate Governance and Identity in Taiwan

Climate issues have become an increasingly important political issue in Taiwan. Lin
(2008) divides Taiwan’s climate change policy in the 1992 to 2008 period into four
discursive eras. Two major discourse coalitions dominated this period: the
Environmental Pragmatism Discourse Coalition and the Climate Action Discourse

Coalition (Lin, 2008).

The Environmental Pragmatism Discourse Coalition adopted a pragmatic attitude
toward climate change issues, emphasising technical and administrative rationality,
favouring conservative and incremental policy reforms, and advocating for maintaining
the status quo of political and economic systems. In contrast, the Climate Action
Discourse Coalition embraced a perspective of ecological rationality, critically
challenging the growth-oriented ideology of political and economic systems, and
highlighted the importance of economic structural transformation and paradigm shifts,

while emphasizing respect for the intrinsic value of the environment and ecosystems.

Lin identifies 1992-1997 as the “scientific knowledge discourse” period, where
awareness of climate change began entering Taiwan’s policy agenda, although

remaining a peripheral issue (Lin, 2008, 162-164).

1998-2000 is characterised by Lin as the period of “Energy Security Discourse,” as the
Taiwanese government primarily placed climate change issues within the framework of

electricity and energy policy as a component of energy security (Lin, 2008, 164-166).
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The “Nuclear-Free Homeland Discourse” dominated the 2000-2005 period, as the 2000
presidential election was followed by a decision to halt the construction of the Fourth
Nuclear Power Plant (Lin, 2008, 166-168). This period underscored the complexities of
balancing environmental priorities with political, economic, and societal considerations

within Taiwan.

2005-2008 saw the emergence of the “Energy Conservation and Carbon Reduction
Discourse,” characterised by interplay between international trends such as the Kyoto
Protocol coming into effect and Al Gore’s An Inconvenient Truth bringing global
attention to climate change, and domestic developments including the 2005 National
Energy Conference, the 2006 Taiwan Economic Sustainable Development Conference,

and the 2008 Sustainable Energy Policy Framework (Lin, 2008, 168-171).

Chen (2020) offers a similar overview of the eras of Taiwan’s climate policy. She
characterises 1990-2000, under the KMT’s Lee administration, as the “Emergence of
Climate Actions” period. 2000-2008 under the DPP’s Chen administration was the
period of “The Formation of Climate Policy.” 2008-2016 under the KMT’s Ma
administration was the “The Process of Climate Policymaking” period, where climate
change was recognised as a major policy issue. Finally, 2016-2020 under the DPP’s Tsai

administration was the “The Implementation of Climate Policy” period.

Significant recent climate governance milestones in Taiwan include the passing of the
Greenhouse Gas Reduction and Management Act (GRMA) in 2015, President Tsai’s
announcement of Taiwan’s 2050 net zero target in 2021, and the promulgation of the

Climate Change Response Act (an amendment to the GRMA) in 2023 which codified

11
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the net-zero goal as the national reduction target and prescribed multiple

decarbonisation and adaptation measures (Climate Change Response Act, 2023).

Since climate change was recognised as a major policy problem in 2008, Taiwan’s
climate policies have been significantly influenced by international norms, following
the outcomes of international climate agreements (Lin, 2008; Shyu, 2014; Cheng,
2022). Lin (quoted in Wu, 2023) sees this as stemming from a sense of anxiety and a
desire to “catch-up” with the international community, as a result of being excluded
from the UN. Lin also acknowledges that this exclusion has led to Taiwan lacking a

“sense of urgency and pressing action” (quoted in Wu, 2023).

More recently, pressures from international supply chains have also emerged as a driver
of Taiwan’s climate policies, as Taiwanese industry responds to the increasing global
demand for low carbon manufacturing (Cheng, 2022). For example, TSMC, Taiwan’s
most profitable company and the producer of the world’s most advanced
semiconductors, was the world’s first semiconductor company to join the REI100
initiative pledging to use 100% renewable energy by 2040 to align with the carbon

neutrality goals of major customers such as Apple (RE100, 2020).

Taiwan’s international climate identity is something of a paradox. On the one hand,
some scholars have argued that Taiwan has generally demonstrated “little political
ambition to play a more significant role as a climate actor on the global stage” (Liu and
Chao, 2023, 5). Reasons for this include Taiwan’s ambiguous sovereignty, its exclusion
from UN membership, and the resulting lack of international governmental pressure to

drive Taiwan to advance its decarbonisation plans (Liu and Chao, 2023; Lin, quoted in

12
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Wu, 2023). Additional domestic factors behind Taiwan’s lagging climate action include
its high-carbon, industry-driven development model (Chou and Liou, 2020) and the fact
that climate change does not hold much political weight in a political system dominated

by national identity questions and the China issue (Liu and Chao, 2023).

However, beyond domestic measures, Taiwan has also voluntarily complied with
aspects of the UN climate regime, evidenced by the regular submission of nationally
determined commitments and the codifying of the 2050 net zero goal. As Taiwan is not
a signatory to the UNFCCC, the Kyoto protocol, or the Paris Agreement, it is not legally
obligated to limit greenhouse gas emissions. Its voluntary compliance is unusual given
the general resistance of sovereign states to compulsory international obligations (Tseng

et al., 2023).

Chen (2020) interprets this unique course of action as a process of climate
bandwagoning: a strategic attempt to link global climate change politics with Taiwan’s
political goal of gaining increased international support and recognition. Tseng, Kao,
and Tseng (2023) reach a similar conclusion, arguing that Taiwan’s voluntary
compliance is strongly connected to Taiwan’s international reputational interest. They
see Taiwan’s climate action as “motivated by a logic of appropriateness,” with the desire
to achieve a specific international identity being the primary motivation for Taiwan’s
climate action, which in this case has resulted in the gap between Taiwan’s climate
commitments and the reality of ineffective policy implementation (Tseng et al., 2023).
Grano (2019) also argues that Taiwan’s proactive approach to climate change politics
could characterise it as a responsible eco-citizen, therefore gaining international

goodwill.

13
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Based on these assessments on the motivating factors driving Taiwan’s climate policy, it
appears that Taiwan attempts to present itself as an ecological state (see section 2.1
above) for reputational purposes. However, whether or not a sense of responsibility for
addressing climate change and other environmental concerns is truly at the heart of
Taiwanese state decision making, rather than just a desire to appear like a responsible

member of the international system, is a more challenging question to answer.

The existing literature has made a convincing case for the motivation behind Taiwan’s
climate action being strongly linked to a desire to shape its identity as a responsible,
collaborative partner on climate change, and thus contribute to the foreign policy goal of

increased recognition and international space.

However, there remains a lack of analysis of the consequences of this approach and how
it has influenced international narratives surrounding Taiwan. Given the importance of
how Taiwan projects itself to the outside world (Grano, 2019), this thesis seeks to
explore how Taiwan’s climate identity has been constructed in English-language news
coverage of Taiwan and climate change. The results of this research will not only add
another dimension to understanding the international consequences of Taiwan’s climate
politics as studies have so far focused mainly on motivations and domestic
consequences, but will also go some way to addressing the severe lack of analysis of the
socio-political dimensions of climate change in Taiwan identified by Chao and Liu

(2023) and Lee et. al (2022).
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3. Taiwan’s Climate Diplomacy: Historical Overview and MOFA Narratives

The existing literature compellingly addresses the motivating factors - in other words,
the why - of Taiwan’s climate diplomacy approach and climate role conception. This
section seeks to provide greater empirical insight into sow the Taiwanese government
conducts its climate diplomacy and seeks to present Taiwan’s climate role
internationally. This section is split into two parts, a review of Taiwan’s climate
diplomacy approach in the period 2008-2024, followed by a qualitative review of
English-language MOFA documents and videos published online in the period

2015-2024.
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3.1 A Timeline of Taiwan’s Climate Diplomacy, 2008-2024

3.1.1 2008-2016: The Ma Administration

Chen (2020) identifies the 2008 presidential election as the turning point after which
climate change became a significant political issue in Taiwan. Subsequently, climate
change featured in the Ma Ying-jeou administration’s diplomatic strategy, with the
launch of the first campaign for meaningful UNFCCC participation. This aligned with
Ma’s overall strategy of rapprochement with China, which focused on improving
cross-strait relations by prioritising working towards participation in specific UN
agencies - including the UNFCCC - rather than calling for full UN membership. This
was considered a more feasible approach as the post-Kyoto climate agreement was
likely to include non-state actors, which would allow Taiwan a means of participation

that could avoid the question of statehood (Chen, 2020).

During this time period, Taiwan’s vulnerability to climate change was used to legitimise
its bid for participation in the UNFCCC. The destruction caused by Typhoon Morakot in
2009 was a particular catalyst, with President Ma referencing this disaster in his
attempts to gain international support for Taiwan’s UNFCCC participation (Chen,

2020).

The Greenhouse Gas Emission bill (later renamed the Greenhouse Gas Reduction and
Mitigation Act otherwise known as the GGRMA) was the most significant climate
achievement during the Ma administration. Its adoption in 2015 can be partially
interpreted as a diplomatic gesture to position Taiwan as a responsible international

partner acting on its climate responsibility (Chen, 2020).
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3.1.2 2016-2024 The Tsai administration

President Tsai continued to develop Taiwan’s climate legislation and diplomacy, despite
worsening Taiwan-China relations after her election. This deterioration further restricted
Taiwan’s already limited participation in international organizations, including

excluding it from any participation in UNFCCC COPs entirely in some years.

Under President Tsai, climate issues remained part of Taiwan’s strategy for pursuing
international space, including seeking modest participation in the UNFCCC, becoming
an area for formal collaboration with diplomatic allies and informal relations with major
powers, and fostering a behavioural profile aligning with that of a signatory of the

UNFCCC (deLisle, 2021).

Chen (2020) characterises the Tsai administration’s approach to climate diplomacy as
shifting from calls for Taiwan’s “meaningful participation” towards making
“meaningful contributions” to global climate action. This narrative shift is exemplified
by the “Taiwan Can Help” slogan adopted in 2017. The Taiwan Can Help slogan was
applied not only to climate change, but to a wide range of issues where Taiwan sought
increased international recognition of its contributions to issues of global concern,

including public health and disaster response.

As Chen (2020) writes, this new strategy presented Taiwan not just as acting
responsibly and capably on climate change, but also as a key driver in reducing

domestic emissions and advancing the energy transition. #TaiwanCanHelp was widely
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used in social media posts from official government accounts during the Tsai

administration.

Outside of official UN processes, Tsai continued to advance Taiwan’s polycentric
strategy for its international climate efforts. NGOs, municipalities, and industry all
participated in Taiwan’s multi-stakeholder climate diplomacy efforts, aimed at a range
of audiences including diplomatic allies and Western democracies (Biedermann, 2017).
For example, Taiwan Day, held in 2021 on the sidelines of COP26 in Glasgow, featured
not only government officials, but also representatives of Taiwanese business, industry,
and civil society engaging in promoting Taiwan’s contribution to climate action to

international audiences (Taiwan Representative Office in the UK, 2021).
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3.1.3 2024 Onwards - The Lai Administration

At the time of writing, it appears that the Lai administration’s approach to climate
diplomacy has not yet significantly deviated from the approach developed under
President Tsai. At COP29, the first UNFCCC to take place after President Lai’s
inauguration, MOFA continued to urge other countries to support Taiwan’s
“professional, pragmatic, and contributory participation in COP29,” while a range of
non-governmental actors continued to be included as representatives of Taiwan (Chiou,

2024).

The creation of the National Climate Change Response Committee directly under the
Presidential Office in June 2024 (as well as the Whole-of Society Defense Resilience
Committee and the Healthy Taiwan Promotion Committee) demonstrates that climate
change remains a national priority under the Lai administration. As reported by Jobin
(2024), the first meeting of the National Climate Change Response Committee held in

August 2024 primarily focused on nuclear power, industrial development and energy

supply.

During the meeting, Lai’s environment minister Peng Chi-ming emphasised the
importance of net zero policy, climate adaptation and disaster prevention to Taiwan’s
overall resilience (Jobin, 2024). As such, as the Lai administration’s approach to climate
diplomacy evolves, it may adopt narratives which highlight the security dimensions of

climate and energy issues.
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An op-ed published by Peng in November 2024 suggests the directions climate
diplomacy may take under the Lai administration. Firstly, Taiwan’s existing climate
identities of being a victim of climate change and as committed to taking proactive

steps to address climate change are reaffirmed:

“As a member of the international community, Taiwan also faces serious
challenges in this area. In recent years, we have witnessed the most severe
drought in a century, intense rainfall, and devastating typhoons.” (Peng, 2024,

emphasis added by author).

“Taiwan is taking many steps to address climate change. In a demonstration of
commitment to emissions reduction, it has incorporated the 2050 net-zero
emissions target into the Climate Change Response Act.” (Peng, 2024, emphasis

added by author).

With regards to international governance, Peng’s focus is on Taiwan as a technological
innovator who can assist global climate governance, and expresses a desire for

international recognition:

“As a major economy and a hub for technological innovation, Taiwan’s
capabilities in renewable energy, climate adaptation, and low-carbon
technological innovation can be of great help to global climate
governance.... We hope the international community will recognize that
Taiwan is willing and able to contribute to global climate change efforts.”

(Peng, 2024)
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The “Taiwan Can Help” slogan appears to have been replaced by “Chip In With
Taiwan,” since Lai’s inauguration, with the new slogan appearing in several videos
released by MOFA, including one connected with COP29, as explored in section 3.2.2
below. The slogan appears to convey a similar message to Taiwan Can Help, but with
the added dimension of a reference to Taiwan’s reputation as a semiconductor
superpower. MOFA stated that the new slogan reflects the government's economic and
trade strategy within its integrated diplomacy approach, using the pun “chip in” to
emphasize Taiwan’s commitment to meeting its international responsibilities as a

positive global force (Taiwan Today, 2024).

Rawnsley (2014) found that Taiwan’s public diplomacy approaches were highly
dependent on the political party in power, for example noting a shift from
democracy-based approach under the Chen DPP administration towards an approach
which highlighted Chinese culture under the Ma KMT administration. However, this is
not necessarily applicable to Taiwan’s climate diplomacy. While the above timeline
offers only a brief overview of Taiwan’s climate diplomacy across the Ma
administration, the Tsai administration, and the early days of the Lai administration, it

appears that Taiwan’s climate diplomacy approach has evolved rather than diverged.

Overall the motivations behind Taiwan’s climate diplomacy approach (increasing
international space and recognition) and the portrayal of Taiwan as a contributor to
climate action in line with the global community have remained much the same, with
some small differences in how this has been communicated. While Taiwan’s approach

to climate diplomacy has remained mostly consistent, evolving rather than diverging,
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the biggest challenge has come from the changing relationship with China under
different Presidents, showing that the success of Taiwan’s climate diplomacy is often

dependent on external factors.
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3.2 Taiwan’s Climate Diplomacy Narratives

The following insights are based on a review of English-language MOFA documents
and videos related to climate change. Understanding the discourses employed by MOFA
as it seeks to construct Taiwan’s climate role will provide valuable context for the

results explored in section four.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of China (Taiwan), also commonly known as
MOFA, is the cabinet-level ministry primarily responsible for foreign affairs and
diplomacy. Taiwan’s foreign policy is guided by Article 141 of the ROC constitution,

which states:

“The foreign policy of the Republic of China shall, in a spirit of independence
and initiative and on the basis of the principles of equality and reciprocity,
cultivate good-neighborliness with other nations, and respect treaties and the
Charter of the United Nations, in order to protect the rights and interests of
Chinese citizens residing abroad, promote international cooperation, advance

international justice and ensure world peace.” (ROC, 1947).

The MOFA English-language website (https:/en.mofa.gov.tw/) is an official platform

which shares a wide range of information, including news and events, press releases,

statements and responses, policies and issues, and government information.
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The YouTube channel T =i Trending Taiwan”

(https://www.youtube.com/(@TrendingTaiwan) is managed by MOFA and “features

captivating videos that introduce diverse and intriguing aspects of Taiwan.”

Comparing content from these two sources shows that while key messages about
Taiwan’s climate identity are shared between the two, the tone and focus are quite
different. This is likely because they are aimed at different audiences, with the MOFA
website primarily providing updates for official audiences, while the Trending Taiwan

YouTube channel is a forum for public diplomacy aimed at the international public.

3.2.1 Climate Diplomacy Discourses and Tools in MOFA Documents
A qualitative review of 19 documents published between 2015-2024 which had climate
change as the central topic (see appendix 1) revealed several diplomatic strategies
employed in Taiwan’s climate diplomacy approach and also uncovered three discourses

contributing to the construction of Taiwan’s climate role.

The majority of these documents make direct reference to the UN climate regime,
including the Paris Agreement, COPs, and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
These references serve several purposes in the documents: to provide context on the
current state of and continued need for global collaboration on climate change, and as a
means to demonstrate Taiwan’s alignment with the UN climate regime. Eight of the
documents (MOFA 2016, MOFA 2018, MOFA 2019A, MOFA 2019B, MOFA 2021,
MOFA 2022, MOFA 2023A, MOFA 2023B) directly advocate for Taiwan’s meaningful

participation in the UNFCCC, including calls to action for other countries to support
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Taiwan’s inclusion. These documents are usually published in the months leading up to

annual UNFCCC COP conferences.

The documents that call on other countries to support Taiwan’s “professional,
pragmatic, and constructive participation in the UNFCCC” reveal three
conceptualisations of Taiwan’s climate role, and the argumentative strategies used to
develop these discourses. These conceptualisations are responsible stakeholder,
constructive partner, and unfairly excluded. The premises (or reasons) and evidence
used in each discursive approach are presented in table one and are illustrated with

supporting textual quotes.
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Table 1: Taiwan's climate identity conceptions constructed in MOFA documents calling for Taiwan's greater participation in the UNFCCC.

Climate Identity | Premise Evidence Textual Examples
Responsible Taiwan’s domestic | Domestic climate policy aligns with | “Building on the Paris Agreement and aiming for net-zero
Stakeholder climate policy [ the UN climate regime: Climate | emissions by 2050, Taiwan strives to do its part” (MOFA 2021)
demonstrates it is | Change Response Act, 2050 carbon
a “responsible | neutrality roadmap, Greenhouse Gas | “Taiwan understands that the issues associated with climate
stakeholder” Reduction and Management Act, | change are inextricably linked to the UN 2030 Agenda for
committed to | National Climate Change Adaptation | Sustainable Development, and is committed to helping achieve the
climate action. Action Plan, renewable energy | 17 Sustainable Development Goals.” (MOFA 2018)
transition.
“Taiwan not only shares the objectives of the UNFCCC, but also
Taiwan’s private sector is contributing | putting them into practice” (MOFA 2019B)
to climate action: RE100 membership
Constructive Taiwan is a | Cooperation projects including: good | “Taiwan is willing to share its experience and technology with
Partner “constructive environmental governance with Palau, | other countries.” (MOFA 2021)
partner” early warning systems collaboration
contributing to | with Central American countries, | “Taiwan has much to offer the UNFCCC” (MOFA 2018)
climate action by | Energy efficiency with the Marshall
collaborating with | islands, green finance and | “This will ensure that Taiwan and like-minded partners continue
partner countries. | technological innovation, cooperation | to further promote international trade and contribute to global
with the European Bank for | environmental sustainability, thereby aligning with international
Reconstruction and Development climate governance” (MOFA 2023A)
Unjustly Excluded | Exclusion of | Referencing the UNFCCC preamble | “The exclusion of Taiwan contradicts the aims of the UNFCCC.”
Taiwan from the | that calls for the participation of all | (MOFA 2021)
UNFCCC is | countries in climate action - Taiwan
unjust, both to | has a responsibility to help mitigate | “It is unjust to keep Taiwan excluded from the UNFCCC and

Taiwan and to the

climate change.

leave the government to deal with the impact of climate change on
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wider
community.

global

Highlighting the harmful impacts of
climate change & exclusion from the
UNFCCC on Taiwan.

its own.” (MOFA 2018)

“Climate change does not discriminate, and mechanisms to
address climate change such as the UNFCCC and the Paris
Agreement should not discriminate against Taiwan due to political
reasons.” (MOFA 2023A)

“The Chinese Communist Party has politicized the mechanism,
placing narrow-minded political considerations above global
efforts to combat climate change and maliciously blocking
Taiwan’s participation for years.” (MOFA 2022)
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Several of the documents reveal that climate change has become a key element of a
number of Taiwan’s bilateral relationships. For example, in “Remarks by Vice Minister
Li-kuo Chen at a reception for the 100th National Day of the Republic of Tiirkiye”
(MOFA, 2023), Mister Chen makes specific reference to Taiwan’s Climate Change
Response Act, and references “green energy, circular economy, and technology” as key

areas for collaboration between Taiwan and Turkey.

Similarly, the “Opening remarks by Minister Jaushieh Joseph Wu at the 2023 Pacific
Climate Change Forum” (MOFA, 2023) highlights how climate change has become a
central concern for Taiwan’s diplomatic relations with Pacific countries. “MOFA
sincerely thanks Saint Christopher and Nevis National Assembly for adopting resolution
supporting Taiwan’s participation in international organizations” (MOFA, 2024) shows
how Taiwan’s allies have helped further its ambitions for participation in the UNFCCC,
along with other international bodies, demonstrating how climate change has become a

diplomatic consideration on the same level as more traditional issues such as health.

Another key tool utilized by MOFA in their approach to climate diplomacy is
multi-stakeholder diplomacy. Several of the collected documents reveal how this
approach is utilized. This approach to climate diplomacy is embodied by the 2016
UNFCCC NGO Forum, which aimed to encourage local governments and UNFCCC
accredited NGOs to form closer links with MOFA. As local governments and NGOs are
less restricted in their abilities to participate in COPs and other international climate
initiatives than the central government, this kind of event works to ensure Taiwan’s
climate diplomacy aims are shared by all stakeholders. Seven years later, in a document

published in 2023, the results of Taiwan’s multistakeholder climate diplomacy can be
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seen (“Public, private Taiwanese actors participate in UNFCCC COP28, highlight

Taiwan’s contribution to net-zero world,” MOFA, 2023).

Another example in the documents of Taiwan’s utilization of multistakeholder climate
diplomacy is a joint summit on climate justice held with the NGO Foundation for
Women’s Rights Promotion and Development (“MOFA and NGO jointly hold Climate
Justice Leaders’ Seminar, share Taiwanese women’s efforts in fighting climate change”,
MOFA, 2022). By partnering with an NGO, MOFA was arguably able to attract a
greater range of high profile political figures to attend the summit, especially from

countries which do not formally recognise Taiwan.

The documents also show how MOFA has worked to link climate change with other
areas of public diplomacy where Taiwan has had success in gaining international
acclaim and recognition: human rights (“The right to live in a stable climate,” MOFA,
2018) and gender equality (“MOFA and NGO jointly hold Climate Justice Leaders’
Seminar, share Taiwanese women’s efforts in fighting climate change,” MOFA, 2022).
This approach allows Taiwan to further demonstrate its alignment with global norms

and liberal values, in contrast to China.
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3.2.2 Climate Diplomacy Through MOFA Videos

MOFA also attempts to shape Taiwan’s climate change identity in videos uploaded on
the Trending Taiwan YouTube channel. A brief assessment of 12 videos uploaded
between 2015-2024 mentioning climate change (see appendix 2) follows. Generally, one
climate change related video was published per year, with the exception of 2017, 2018
and 2022 when two videos were uploaded per year, and 2020 when no videos were

uploaded.

While a diverse range of artistic approaches are evident in the videos, from more
traditional documentary style to wordless montages, and a music video, generally the
videos focus on Taiwan’s domestic climate action and Taiwan’s climate collaboration
with other countries in order to demonstrate Taiwan’s contribution to a “green world”

(Our Pale Blue Dot, 2024).

Much like the documents reviewed above, many of the MOFA videos are created in
direct dialogue with the UN regime. Two videos, Taiwan a Partner for a Better World
(2017) and An SDG a day (2018) explicitly reference Taiwan’s work towards the UN
sustainable development goals, while three others, 4 Promise to the Land, 2018;
Pathway to Net Zero, 2022; and Our Pale Blue Dot, 2024, directly connect to COP24,
COP27, and COP29 respectively. This again demonstrates how Taiwan’s climate

diplomacy is directly aligned with the UN regime.

The videos position Taiwan as a leader and key innovator in green technologies,

including solar panels (Shedding Light on Taiwan's Solar Energy Sector, 2015), green
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transport (Taiwan Rides into a Low-Carbon Future, 2016), community-based solutions
to climate change (Change Begins in the Heartland, 2017) and green buildings

(Building Better, Building Green, 2022).

Renewable energy development is another key theme across the videos, in particular
offshore wind power. Taiwan’s development of wind power is a key motif across the
videos, with footage of wind turbines often used as b-roll to emphasise Taiwan’s green
energy transition. Riding the Wind (2019) takes the inauguration of Taiwan’s first
offshore wind farm as its starting point, describing Taiwan as “riding the wind to the
world.” In 4 Green Promised Land (2021) Taiwan’s development of different renewable
energy technologies is framed through reference to Indigenous myths, connecting green
energy innovations with the idea of living in harmony with nature in line with
Indigenous ways of life. The invocation of Indigenous myths also works to establish

Taiwan as having a cultural and historical identity that is distinct from China.

Located in the Pacific Ring of Fire, Taiwan is developing geothermal energy.

Figure 1: Connecting renewable energy sources with Indigenous myths, screenshot from

“A Green Promised Land” (2021)
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Taiwan’s climate-related assistance to other countries is another key message
permeating the videos. A Promise to the Land (2018) features a young child from
Myanmar thanking Taiwan for “bringing clean energy to my village” in the form of
solar power. Green Action Taiwan (2023) mentions Taiwan helping allies with climate
change early warning systems, while Our Pale Blue Dot (2024) references climate

assistance projects with allies in Belize, Eswatini and Palau.

Cstsiae

BENRBERTEZFNES

51 WY,

o It " for bringing clean electricity to my village.

Figure 2: “Thank you Taiwan, for bringing clean electricity to my village,” screenshot

from “A Promise to the Land” (2018)

Taiwan’s specific vulnerability to climate change is rarely mentioned, with the emphasis
instead being on the worldwide impacts of climate change. Change Begins in the
Heartland (2017) is an exception, as its storyline is based on the devastating impacts of
Typhoon Morakot on the town of Linbian. However, the video emphasises Taiwan’s
successful recovery and innovative approach to adaptation, including the development
of solar energy and a smart microgrid. In the video, Taiwan is presented as being keen

to share this hard-won experience with countries in ASEAN.

32
d0i:10.6342/NTU202501242



Similarly, Taiwan’s exclusion from the UN is not mentioned in the videos, except for an
oblique reference in Riding the Wind (2019): “Taiwan cannot just watch from the
sidelines.” The general omission of Taiwan’s vulnerability to climate change and
exclusion from the UN climate governance regime in favour of a focus on progress and
international assistance demonstrates MOFA’s decision to adopt a more positive
approach to climate diplomacy highlighting Taiwan’s contributions to global climate

action.

Many of the specific slogans used as part of Taiwan’s climate diplomacy strategy (as
mentioned above) also make appearances in the videos. In 2015’s Shedding Light on
Taiwan's Solar Energy Sector, Taiwan is directly referred to as “A responsible member
of the international community.” The “Taiwan Can Help” slogan appears directly in An
SDG a Day (2018), Riding the Wind (2019), with a similar iteration “a net-zero world
with help from Taiwan” appearing in Pathway to Net-Zero (2022). Taiwan’s
commitment to climate action is similarly underlined in Building Better, Building Green
(2022): “When it comes to global issues like climate change, Taiwan won’t be missing
in action.” The most recently uploaded video, Our Pale Blue Dot (2024) employs what
appears to be an evolved version of the “Taiwan Can Help” slogan: “Chip In With

Taiwan,” which draws on Taiwan’s reputation as a chip manufacturing superpower.

Combating
Climate Change
\

Taiwan
Can Help
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X
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Figure 3: Taiwan Can Help slogan, screenshot from “Riding the Wind”* (2019)
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Figure 4: Chip in With Taiwan slogan, from “Our Pale Blue Dot” (2024)

From the above review of Trending Taiwan’s video content, a public diplomacy tool
which aims to engage international audiences with MOFA'’s preferred narratives about
Taiwan, several discourses of Taiwan’s climate identity begin to emerge. Through these
videos, MOFA presents Taiwan as actively working towards a greener future through its
domestic targets, actions, and innovations, and being an active senior partner utilizing
its experiences, technology, and financial capacity to help other countries with both

adaptation and mitigation efforts.
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4. Methodology: Uncovering Climate Identities Through Discourse Analysis

4.1 Theoretical Foundations of Discourse Analysis

Just as this research takes a constructivist view of international relations and state
identity, its methodological approach is also grounded in the social constructivist
tradition of the social sciences which recognises the existence of multiple,
socially-constructed realities. In this tradition, language is seen not as a neutral tool that
merely reflects reality, but as profoundly shaping our understanding of the world:
“Language has the capacity to make politics, to create signs and symbols that shift
power balances, to render events harmless or, on the contrary, to create political
conflict” (Hajer and Versteeg, 2005, 179). With regards to environmental issues, “the
way we construct, interpret, discuss, and analyze environmental problems has all kinds

of consequences” (Dryzek, 2013, 11).

Identifying patterns of language in discussions or debates is the aim of discourse
analysis, a methodological approach otherwise known as the study of language-in-use
(Wetherell et al., 2001). Through deconstructing texts, discourse analysis can offer
important insights into issues like the intentions of the author, dominant ideologies, and

the potential impact on the audience.

In this thesis, discourse is defined following Dryzek as:

“A discourse is a shared way of apprehending the world. Embedded in language,
it enables those who subscribe to it to interpret bits of information and put them

together into coherent stories or accounts. Discourses construct meanings and
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relationships, helping define common sense and legitimate knowledge. Each
discourse rests on assumptions, judgments, and contentions that provide the
basic terms for analysis, debates, agreements and disagreements” (Dryzek, 2013,

9).

Discourse analysis takes a critical view of “truth,” focussing instead on how knowledge
is communicated and how meaning is understood (Hajer and Versteeg, 2005). As such,
for this research, the reality of Taiwan’s climate action in itself is not of central

importance, but rather how international society, via the media, interprets it.

Discourse analysis is particularly suited to the study of environmental politics.
Environmental politics, much like the entwined ecological and climate crises that are its
focus, is a complex process. The meaning of central concepts, like sustainable
development, green growth, common but differentiated responsibilities, are constantly
contested. Discourse analysis has several strengths in making sense of this “messiness”:
uncovering the role of language in politics, highlighting the embeddedness of language
in practice, revealing mechanisms, providing answers to “how” questions, and revealing
how different actors actively seek to shape how a problem is defined (Hajer and

Versteeg, 2005).

John Dryzek’s seminal work The Politics of the Earth (2013) embodies one of the
“lasting contributions” of discourse analysis: illuminating the evolving dominance of
specific discourses within environmental politics (Hajer and Versteeg, 2005, 179).
Dryzek asserts that language and discourse have significant consequences on the way

society defines, interprets, and addresses environmental issues. He identifies four key
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elements for discourse analysis: basic entities recognized or constructed, assumptions
about natural relationships, agents and their motives, key metaphors and other rhetorical

devices (Dryzek, 2013).

Figure 5 lists the environmental discourses identified by Dryzek. These discourses
reflect a range of ideological standpoints and approaches to defining and responding to
environmental problems. These discourses also appear in the data collected for this
thesis, and Dryzek’s formulations have proved indispensable in understanding the

inherent values and assumptions underpinning many of the discourses explored in this

research.

Reformist Radical

Prosaic Problem solving: Limits and survival
administrative rationalism, | Promethean
democratic pragmatism,
economic rationalism

Imaginative Sustainability: Green radicalism: green
Sustainable development, | consciousness change,
green modernisation green politics

Figure 5: Dryzek’s classification of environmental discourses, adapted from Dryzek

(2013, 16)

Multiple approaches to operationalizing the theoretical underpinnings of discourse
analysis into a robust research process have been proposed. Carvalho’s (2000)
assessment of three widely employed approaches’ suitability for researching media
coverage of climate change is of particular relevance to this thesis. Her critique forms

the basis for the following review of different approaches.
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Frame analysis, and its close relative framing analysis, seek to uncover the frames
present within texts and understand their contribution to shaping public opinion.
Definitions of frames and framing vary, but in the realm of political communication,

Entman’s seminal 1993 work offers the following definition:

“To frame is to select some aspects of a perceived reality and make them more
salient in a communicating text, in such a way as to promote a particular
problem definition, causal interpretation, moral evaluation, and/or treatment
recommendation for the item described. Typically frames diagnose, evaluate,

and prescribe.” (Entman, 1993, 52).

A focus on frames and framing is useful for examining how particular issues are
framed and how those frames influence public discourse and political decisions.
However, by focusing on identifying a central frame this approach can be reductionist,
overlooking important, if minor, aspects of how the issue is constructed (Carvalho,
2000). While frame-based analytical approaches also focus on the variable construction
of the world, discourse analysis places greater emphasis on language and on the

relationships between discourse and specific social, political and cultural contexts

(Carvalho, 2007).

Given the research interest of this thesis is very broad - media coverage of Taiwan and
all aspects of climate change - a framing analysis approach, if adopted, would present
several challenges. As a wide range of topics and issues are covered by the research
scope, a framing analysis would struggle to accurately capture specific frames. Framing

analysis better suits narrower topics of study. As this thesis is interested in the
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construction of Taiwan’s climate identities, a more holistic methodological approach to
understanding how and why certain discourses are constructed, and their consequences

for Taiwan’s climate identity is more appropriate.

Carvalho also considers Van Dijk’s cognitive-structural model for critical discourse
analysis. Van Dijik’s approach centers on the concept of a “macrostructure,” the
thematic organization of topics within a text, and the hierarchical relationships between
them. This method is of limited utility for this thesis, as it is challenging to apply to a

large number of texts and makes inter-textual comparison difficult.

Another popular approach to discourse analysis is narrative analysis, which seeks to
uncover the story being told through the means of discourse. Being based on the
concept of a story, the key elements of a narrative include: characters, setting, action,
outcome, and chronological sequence. As such, the weaknesses of a narrative approach
are that elements of a text that do not contain characteristics of a narrative can be

overlooked, and subordinate or counter-narratives may receive limited attention.

Recognising that each of these approaches allows insights into different aspects of a
text, and that each presents various problems for the analysis of media texts covering
climate change, Carvalho (2000) proposes an alternative approach developed to best suit
an investigation of discourses present in written media coverage of climate change: a
historical-diachronic  discourse analysis, to be undertaken alongside a
comparative-synchronic one. Her approach integrates multiple analytical tools and
addresses the issue of time, by proposing an analysis of various representations of an

issue at the time of writing of one specific article (the comparative-synchronic analysis)
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and an analysis of the evolution of discursive constructions of an issue across time (the

historical-diachronic analysis).

Given Carvalho’s proposed method for discourse analysis was developed to best suit an
investigation of discourses present in written media coverage of climate change, it is of
great utility for this thesis, which shares a similar research interest and unit of analysis.
This thesis’ methodology therefore takes Carvalho’s approach as its starting point, as

detailed in section 4.2 below.
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4.2 Research Design and Analytical Approach

Following Carvalho (2000, 2007), the discourse analysis approach adopted by this
thesis is as follows in box 1. As discussed above, this method of analysis best suits both
the dataset and the research goals of this project, respectively news articles covering

climate change and uncovering identity discourses across publications and over time.

Box 1: Discourse analysis approach, adapted from Carvalho (2000)

I.  Textual analysis.

Coding frame:
1. Surface descriptions and structural organization
2. Objects
3. Actors
4. Language and rhetoric
5. Discursive strategies and processes
6. Values and ideological standpoints

II.  Contextual analysis

1. Comparative-synchronic analysis

2. Historical-diachronic analysis

The second stage of analysis considers the context in which discourses are produced.
Firstly, several articles relating to the same object (i.e. issue or event) published in the

same time period (within one year in the case of this thesis) will be compared in a
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comparative-synchronic analysis. This will reveal discursive differences across texts
and publications, for example comparing how an event is interpreted in different

geographical publication settings.

The second temporal analysis approach to historical-diachronic analysis, which
assesses the evolution of discursive constructions of an issue across time. This approach
enables an evaluation of how variables such as specific critical discourse moments and

evolving values impact discourses.

After data collection (outlined below in section 4.3) and several close initial open-ended
readings of the collected texts to begin to identify the most significant characteristics of
the data, an iterative process of inductive qualitative coding was conducted to uncover
the discourses constructed in the texts. Qualitative coding software NVIVO was used as
the primary coding tool, with the framework matrix function utilised to assist in
identifying the textual dimensions across texts (Lumivero, 2023). These textual

elements are explained in further detail below.

(Lumivero, 2023). The coding process aims to identify the textual dimensions listed

above, which are explained in further detail below.

1. Surface descriptions and structural organization
Headline, date of publication, author, the newspaper in which it was published,
relevant website tags. Particular attention is paid to the headline and the first few
paragraphs of the text when identifying the main topic of coverage, as these components

indicate the preferred reading of the entire article.
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2. Objects
Topics and themes present in the text, including both broader objects (e.g. energy,
climate change impacts) and more specific ones (e.g. wind energy, climate change

impacts on industry).

Events associated with these issues are also coded, to map the links between these
events and their impact on other issues. Certain events may be recognized as “critical
discourse moments,” which play a key role in issue construction and can potentially

challenge the dominant discursive positions (Carvalho, 2000).

3. Actors
Individuals and institutions quoted or referenced in the text. Distinct actors exercise
power through attempting to impose a particular discourse onto a discussion (Hajer and
Versteeg, 2005). As such, attention is given to how actors are represented - are they
presented as an active participant in the story, or are they included to provide an outside
or expert perspective? Consideration is also given to which perspectives dominate the

text.

4. Language and rhetoric
The use of specific vocabulary, writing style, metaphors and emotionally charged
language. How do these connect specific concepts with wider cultural and ideological

1deas?

5. Discursive strategies and processes
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Consider which of the following discursive strategies are employed, and by which
actors.

Selection of an angle, or the use of framing: identify Entman’s four frame functions:
defining problems, diagnosing causes, making moral judgements, and suggesting
remedies. Which aspects are included, and which are omitted?

Narrativization: The construction of a sequence of events and outcomes involving an
action, a conclusion or outcome, characters, and a setting.

Positioning: constructing actors into specific relationships with others.

Legitimation: Justifying and legitimizing a particular action or exercise of power, based
on normative or other rationales.

Politicization: Assigning a political nature or status to a specific reality (e.g. climate

change).

6. Values and ideological standpoints
Fundamental political and normative standpoints, moral judgements and values.
These are “possibly the most fundamental shaping influence in a text” (Carvalho, 2000).
Media discourse and ideology are mutually constitutive, involved in a dynamic process

of co-construction (Carvalho, 2007).
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4.3 Data Collection from Digital Articles

For the vast majority of the global public, “the world that [they] have to deal with
politically is out of reach, out of sight, out of mind” (Lippmann, 1922, p. 18). Most
political information is therefore acquired not from first hand experience, but from the
media - which plays an important role in consensus building around an issue as a
platform for the discourses of others and a speaker in its own right (Carvalho, 2007).
Understanding the discourses employed in the media coverage of a certain topic or
event allows us to understand how the public’s perceptions, opinions, and behaviour

may be influenced.

The news media shapes public opinion on climate change issues (e.g. Sampei and
Aoyagi-Usui, 2009; Arlt et al.,, 2011; Bogert et al., 2024) and foreign affairs (e.g.
Soroka, 2003; Baum and Potter, 2008). While new digitized communication pathways -
notably social media - have emerged in recent years, institutional media still play a key
role in the framing process by “occupy[ing] the second rung of the cascade below the
elites” (Entman and Usher, 2018). Furthermore, the media is still more effective at
reaching and mobilizing mass audiences, as an individual’s social media post is unlikely
to gain widespread attention unless amplified by elites or the media (Entman and Usher,

2018).

Contemporary media consumption trends show that the majority of adults now consume
news digitally rather than in print. Pew Research Center’s 2024 research into the news
habits of Americans shows that a large majority (86%) of US adults get their news at

least sometimes from digital devices. In contrast, only 26% of US adults often or
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sometimes get news in print. Pew’s research also found that news websites or apps and
search engines are the primary digital platforms used to access news, above social
media and podcasts. Given the growing importance of online news platforms in shaping
contemporary news consumption trends, this thesis focuses its data collection on digital

news publications.

Consultation with Professor Lin Tze-luen, a leading expert in Taiwan’s climate
diplomacy, helped define the geographical scope of this study. Professor Lin identified
the United States, the United Kingdom, the European Union, Australia, and Japan as
key targets of Taiwan’s climate diplomacy efforts. Since Taiwan’s strategies are tailored
to these regions, media from these countries will form the analytical focus of this
research - although the influence of these publications extends far beyond their country
of origination as they are widely read by an international audience. Within Taiwan,
international news media is often considered more influential than domestic news,
especially with regards to topics of international interest such as climate change and
sustainability. As such, the discourses present in the news articles selected for analysis
are important not only for how they shape international perceptions of Taiwan, but also

for their influence in driving climate policy debates within Taiwan.

To ensure comparative consistency and align with the personal research capacity of the
author, only English-language articles from these target countries will be included in the
analysis. The most renowned elite English-language publications from each country
were searched for relevant articles. The publications that contained relevant articles

based on keyword searches (as outlined below) are listed in table one.
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The selected online publications (listed alphabetically in table one) can be grouped into
two broad categories: elite news outlets targeting the general public and specialized
outlets focused on climate change, business news, or foreign affairs. Publications have
been sorted into these categories according to the needs of this research, taking into

account criteria including coverage scope, target audiences, and content depth.

By analyzing articles from these categories, the research enables a comparative
examination of the discourses present in mainstream publications versus those used in
specialized media. Mainstream media is characterised for the purposes of this thesis as
media which covers a broad spectrum of national and international news across topics,
whereas specialized media is primarily concerned with a narrower thematic interest (in
this instance business, foreign affairs, climate change, and academic research) and often
features more analytical and opinion articles rather than just straight news. This
approach will provide deeper insights into how different types of outlets construct and

disseminate narratives around Taiwan’s climate policies.

Table 2: Publications included in research

Publication Country Description
(defined by the location of
headquarters)

ABC (Australian | Australia Mainstream

Broadcasting Corporation)

The Age Australia Mainstream

The Australian Australia Mainstream

BBC (British Broadcasting | UK Mainstream

Corporation)

Bloomberg US Specialised

Business
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CLEW (Clean Energy | Germany Specialised

Wire) Climate Change

Climate Home News UK Specialised
Climate Change

CNBC US Specialised
Business

CNN (Cable News [ US Mainstream

Network)

The Conversation Australia Specialist
Academic

The Diplomat uUS Specialist
Foreign Affairs
(Asia-Pacific)

DW (Deutsche Welle) Germany Mainstream

The Economist UK Specialised
Business / Foreign Affairs

The Financial Times UK Specialised
Business

Forbes US Specialised
Business

France24 France Mainstream

The Guardian UK Mainstream

Huffpost UsS Mainstream

Nikkei Asia Japan Specialised
Business

The New York Times | US Mainstream

(NYT)

Reuters UK Mainstream

The Sydney Morning | Australia Mainstream

Herald

The Telegraph UK Mainstream

Time US Mainstream

The Washington Post UsS Mainstream
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The Wall Street Journal US Mainstream

The temporal scope of this research (January 2015 - December 2024) covers a
transformative decade for Taiwan’s climate diplomacy. The signing of the Paris
Agreement in 2015 marked a milestone for global climate action (Falkner, 2016). In
Taiwan, the election of President Tsai Ing-wen in 2016, and her subsequent re-election
in 2020, ushered in a new era of diplomatic strategies, including a stronger focus on
climate diplomacy (Chen, 2020). Analysis of news coverage in this ten-year period
enables a deeper analysis of how framing has evolved over time, especially in response

to pivotal events and shifts in both global and domestic contexts.

The unit of analysis for this research is the individual written article. Articles were

collected based on a keyword search using Google advanced search and Lexis Advance.

99 ¢ 99 ¢ 99 ¢ 9% ¢

The keywords “Taiwan” “climate” “climate change” “global warming” “carbon” “net

zero” “renewable” and “energy” were selected after a pretest indicated these keywords
would deliver a comprehensive selection of articles covering climate change issues in
Taiwan. Furthermore, these keywords reflect core elements of Taiwan’s climate change

policy, including the focus on carbon reductions to reach net zero and the energy

transition towards renewables.

Articles were then screened to ensure a substantial reference to Taiwan and climate
change as interconnected topics. Only articles meeting at least one of the three
following criteria were selected for analysis: the headline directly mentioning climate

change and Taiwan, over 50% of the text explicitly addressing Taiwan and climate
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change related issues, or being “tagged” as a climate change story. Articles which did

not meet any of these criteria were discarded.

For example, articles which contained reference to both Taiwan and climate change as
separate issues facing the China-US relationship, were not selected for analysis. Repeat
publications (the same content published on multiple platforms) were also discarded to
avoid repetition. Sponsored articles and articles written by Taiwanese government
officials were discarded as they are not considered representative of the organic
discourses present in international media coverage. However, opinion pieces by
representatives of Taiwanese non-governmental organisations were included, as they
reflect the perspectives and framing choices of Taiwanese stakeholders who actively
engage with international audiences while not directly repeating official government

narratives.

The number of articles selected for analysis per publication is presented in table two.
Table two also breaks down the types of articles collected. News stories are defined as
factual news reports of events which have or are about to happen, features are typically
longer reports which feature more in-depth coverage of the background of a story and
often includes the author’s personal experiences, opinion pieces are clearly marked as
such and expresses the author’s arguments about a topic, interviews contain questions
and the interview subject’s responses, commentaries analyze and interpret events and
are often written by an external source, and columns are clearly marked recurring items
expressing a regular contributor’s personal stance towards a topic. As displayed in table

3, the vast majority (101/138) of collected articles are news stories.
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Table 3: Articles selected for analysis

Publication Total Article Count |Type of Article
News Story: 23
Opinion: 3
Nikkei Asia 29|Interview: 3
News Story: 19
Feature: 4
Reuters 24|Column: 1
News Story: 21
Feature: 1
Bloomberg 23|Opinion: 1
Opinion: 4
The Diplomat 9|Commentary: 4
News Story: 5
Forbes 6|Feature: 1
News Story: 3
Feature: 1
Climate Home News 5|Opinion: 1
France24 4[News Story: 4
The Financial Times 4[News Story: 4
BBC (British Broadcasting
Corporation) 3[News Story: 3
News Story: 2
The Guardian 3|Feature: 1
Feature: 1
Opinion: 1
Huff Post 3|Interview: 1
The New York Times 3|Feature: 3
The Washington Post 3|News Story: 3
The Wall Street Journal 3|News Story: 3
ABC  (Australian  Broadcasting
Corporation) 2[News Story: 2
The Economist 2[News Story: 2
The Telegraph 2[News Story: 2
Time 2 |Feature: 2
CLEW (Clean Energy Network) 1 |Feature: 1
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The Age 1[News Story: 1

The Australian 1 [News Story: 1

CNBC 1 {News Story: 1

CNN (Cable News Network) 1{News Story: 1

The Conversation 1 [Feature: 1

DW (Deutsche Welle) 1{News Story: 1

Sydney Morning Herald 1 [Interview: 1
News Story 101
Feature 17
Opinion 10
Interview 5
Commentary 4
Column 1

TOTALS TOTAL 138

Figure 6 displays the percentage of collected articles per country of origin, with the top

three countries being the US (38.5%), the UK (31.9%) and Japan (21.5%). Figure 7

displays the percentage of collected articles by type of publication, with specialised

business publications (48.1%) and mainstream publications (40.7%) accounting for the

vast majority.
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Article Breakdown By Publisher Country of Origin

Germany
1.4%

4%
Australia
4.3%
France
2.9%

UK.
31.2%

Japan
21.0%

US.A.
39.1%

Figure 6: Percentage of collected articles by country of origin

Article Breakdown by Type of Publication

- Foreign Affairs (Asia-Pacific)

6.5%
ialised - Academic

0.7%
iali - Climate Change

4.3%

41.3%

47.1%

Figure 7: Percentage of collected articles by type of publication

As shown in figure 8, the number of publications on Taiwan and climate change have
clearly increased over time, reflecting not only the increased coverage of climate change
issues over recent years (Bolstad and Victor, 2024), but also potentially increased
interest in Taiwan after the semiconductor shortage following the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Temporal Distribution of Articles
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Figure 8: Temporal distribution of collected articles
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5. Five Identity Discourses

Five distinct discourses emerged from the data through the analytical approach
described above. These discourses reveal the varied climate identities of Taiwan, as
constructed in the international media. Taiwan is, variously, presented as: a victim of
climate change in the victimisation discourse, excluded from international climate
governance in the exclusion discourse, a contributor to climate action in the
contribution discourse, a laggard on climate action in the laggardly discourse, and
facing an energy quadrilemma. These five discourses are summarised in table 4 below,
and detailed analysis is provided in the following sections. Elements from multiple
discourses often appear in the same article, showing how Taiwan’s various climate

identities interact and sometimes even reinforce each other.

Graphs tracking the prevalence of these discourses over time are included to visualise
how these discourses have evolved and developed in response to international and
domestic events. For the purposes of these graphs, only the dominant discourse for each
article is recorded, with dominant discourse identification based on the headline,
standfirst, and first two paragraphs of each article, as these elements display the overall

intended reading of the article.

As this research employs an inductive, data-driven approach grounded in the collected
texts, direct textual quotes are included to enhance the transparency of the analytical
approach employed, to avoid overgeneralization, and preserve contextual nuance.
Content of particular relevance to the analysis within the quotes has been bolded for

emphasis.
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Table 4: Summary of Climate Identity Discourses

Discourse Objects Actors Language & Rhetoric  Discursive Strategies Values
Victimiasatior Impacts of Impacted: Semiconductor Emotionally charged Positioning: agriculture vs. Human-centric
climate change industry, farmers, language (fear, sadness, industry
Indigenous tribes, citizens helplessness) Economic-centric

Responsible: government

Metaphors (band-aid
solution)

Legitimation: Taiwanese
government’s central role in
addressing climate change

Exclusion Taiwan’s exclusion  Impacted: Taiwan Emotionally charged Positioning: Taiwan vs. China ~ Pro-Taiwan
from the UNFCCC  Antagonistic: China language (anger,
unfairness) Legitimation: international
politics of climate change
Contribution Climate ambition Countries, semiconductor Metaphors (energy Positioning: Taiwan as an Problem-solving

Renewable energy

Innovation

industry, energy industry,
Taiwanese businesses

jackpot, stepping stone
to Asian market)

example other countries can
learn from

Legitimation of administrative
and technological remedies for
climate change; of the central
role of the Taiwanese
government in addressing
climate change

Ecological
modernisation

Lagging Energy transition
Climate policy

Government, Taipower,
renewable energy
developers,
semiconductor industry

Metaphors (lip service,
headwinds, mission
impossible, downward
spiral)

Positioning: responsibility of
addressing climate change (and

failure to address climate change

) assigned to government
Legitimation: of the Taiwanese

Ecological
modernisation
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government’s central role in
addressing climate change

Energy Energy transition

Quadrilemma Nuclear phaseout,
Semiconductor
industry’s energy
requirements

Energy security

Presidents, Taipower,
DPP, KMT,

energy industry,
semiconductor industry,
China

Difficult choice
Metaphors (Energy
transition towards

Politicisation of nuclear energy

Legitimation of Taiwanese

renewables: headwinds, government’s central role in

high-risk gamble;
nuclear phaseout:
political headache,
thorn in government

policy)

addressing climate change

Securitisation of
climate and energy

Ecological
modernisation
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5.1 Discourse of Victimisation
Definition of victimisation (Oxford Languages):
Noun: the action of singling someone out for cruel or unjust treatment.

Box 2: Discourse analysis of Victimisation

1. Objects
Overarching theme: impacts of climate change
Sub-themes: impacts on industry, impacts on agriculture, impacts on way of
life, climate change as threat multiplier
Events: Extreme weather events, 2021 drought (key discourse moment),
typhoons (Kong-rey 2024, Gaemi 2024, Morakot 2009, Khanun 2023,
Doksuri 2023), hottest year on record (2024), cold snap (2016)
Key discourse moment: 2021 drought

2. Actors
Impacted parties: Semiconductor industry (TSMC, United Microelectronics
Corp, Micron, Delta), farmers, citizens, Indigenous tribes (Tsou, Atayal,
Amis), fishers
Responsible for problem solving: government (Water Resources Agency,
Environment Ministry), startups (Owlting)
Expert perspectives: Environmental groups, academics, economists,
consultancies, banks

3. Language and rhetoric
Emotionally charged language: fear, sadness, helplessness
Metaphors: kryptonite, band-aid solution

4. Discursive strategies
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change

Ideological standpoints and values

of adaptation judged by impact on production

Positioning: government as key problem-solver, agriculture vs industry

Legitimation: Taiwanese government’s central role in addressing climate

Human-centric: experiences of vulnerable groups of central importance,
moral imperative for climate action, green consciousness
Economic-centric: growth and continued production of central importance,

global importance of Taiwan linked to semiconductor industry, effectiveness

Discourse of Victimisation Over Time
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Figure 9: Discourse of victimisation over time
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One climate identity discourse emerging from the data is that of victimhood, which

centers on how Taiwan’s society and economy struggle as a result of climate change.
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This discourse is most prevalent in articles covering the impacts of climate change,

including the impacts of climate change on industry, agriculture, and way of life.

Key events within this discourse are extreme weather events, including droughts,
typhoons, heatwaves, and cold snaps, with the 2020-2021 drought in particular being a
critical discourse moment. Longer-term changes in weather and temperature patterns are
also referenced as the reason for challenges facing Taiwan. These events are connected

to climate change through the invocation of experts:

Persistently warmer waters influenced by human-caused climate change are
allowing storms to more rapidly strengthen and sustain high-end intensity,
according to scientists. (Typhoon Kong-rey makes landfall in Taiwan with high

winds, heavy rain; Washington Post, 2024)

However, there are also mentions of uncertainty over whether particular events are

directly connected to climate change:

However, whether or not what is happening in Taiwan's tea country is directly
related to climate change remains an area for debate. (In Taiwan tea country, a

scramble to adapt to extreme weather, Reuters, 2021)

In other instances, there is an appreciation of the ability of those whose livelihoods are
deeply connected with the natural world to sense the impacts of climate change on a

locale or species, even in the absence of scientific research on those specific cases:
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Long before international scientists and Taiwanese officials began paying
attention to the pressing problem of climate change, the Atayal have seen and
lived the changes firsthand. (Taiwan's Indigenous Farmers Use Local Wisdom

to Adapt to Climate Change, Huffington Post, 2015)

In news articles which report directly on extreme weather events as they happen (as
opposed to feature pieces which take a deeper look of a situation over a longer period of
time), Taiwan is treated as a single entity which has no choice but to attempt to
withstand the consequences of climate change, e.g.: Taiwan hunkers down as deadly

Typhoon Gaemi makes landfall (France24, 2024).

Climate change is also presented as a risk multiplier. For semiconductors, climate
change is presented to increasing value chain risk, especially when the 2021 drought

combined with the Covid-19 pandemic and the increasing demand for semiconductors:

Taiwan is being squeezed by a resurgent coronavirus on one side and a yearlong
drought that is disrupting agriculture, industry and power supplies on the other.
Only one of those forces is likely to go away. The dual stresses can be seen at
home in sliding stocks, power and water shortages, and abroad as Taiwan’s
chipmakers struggle to fill a global deficit of semiconductors. While the
government works to rein in the Covid outbreak, the water and energy
strains highlight longer-term challenges from the island’s unusual
vulnerability to climate change. (Taiwan’s Sudden Unraveling Masks a Serious

Climate Problem, Bloomberg, 2021).
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For biodiversity, climate change is presented as exacerbating other threats created by

humans:

In Taiwan, as elsewhere, their [eels] numbers have dropped because of
overfishing, the loss of their riverside habitats to development and, more
recently, climate change. (In Taiwan’s Waters, a Hunt for Tiny, Wriggling

‘Gold’, New York Times, 2023).

Five key groups of actors are identified in this discourse: Taiwan’s government, the
semiconductor industry, farmers, Indigenous tribes, and citizens. For these last three
groups, emotionally resonant language is used to emphasise their plight in the face of

climate change.

Several articles deal exclusively with climate impacts on Indigenous communities’ way
of life, and quotes from Indigenous individuals dominate the texts. The tribe's way of
life is presented as deeply “entwined with nature” (Taiwan tribe despairs as drought
shrinks bamboo crop, France24, 2023) and rooted in a specific geography. Emotionally
resonant language is used to show how Indigenous communities feel fear and sadness

due to the impacts climate change:

If the flower can't be found or disappears, elder Gao says there is no substitute
for it in their rituals. To him such a scenario is inconceivable. But he certainly
fears the possibility. (Taiwan: The 'God Flower' vanishing because of climate

change, BBC, 2023).
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“There is nothing to harvest,” says Wang Wan-quan, a 70-year-old farmer in
Nang Feng village in Nantou. “They were all destroyed by typhoons, covered by
landslides, and damaged by heavy rain. We can’t celebrate anything. There are
no crops to celebrate.” (Marooned by Morakot: Indigenous Taiwanese typhoon

survivors long to return home, Climate Home News, 2021)

Emotionally charged language is also used to emphasise how (non-Indigenous) farmers

and citizens are also powerless victims of climate change:

"Farmers feel really helpless,” Mr Chuang says, looking sadly at the dry
irrigation canal running through his fields. (Why the world should pay attention

to Taiwan's drought, BBC, 2021)

“It’s been meltingly hot in Taichung for a while now,” said Huang Ting-Hsiang,
27, a chef who works out of his home and stopped cooking last month for lack
of water. “The images of the dangerously low levels at those reservoirs are
scary, but there’s nothing we can do.” (Taiwan Prays for Rain and Scrambles

to Save Water, New York Times, 2021)

While emotionally resonant language is not used to describe the semiconductor industry,
climate change is still positioned as a threat to the industry, with its vulnerability
underlined through the use of metaphors such as kryptonite (the fictional material which

renders superman powerless):

63
d0i:10.6342/NTU202501242



Yet, despite its global dominance, the industry has its kryptonite; water. (How
Water Scarcity Threatens Taiwan’s Semiconductor Industry, The Diplomat,

2024)

While these actors all face threats due to climate change, their efforts at adaptation are
also featured in the discourse, demonstrating that Taiwanese society still has some -

albeit limited - agency in the face of climate change.

These adaptation strategies are often presented as having limited efficacy, especially as
climate change is portrayed as continuing to worsen. For example, while switching
crops is presented as one adaptation method adopted by Indigenous communities to the
impacts of climate change on agriculture, these approaches are not presented as long
lasting solutions, as seen through the use of metaphors such as band-aid solution which

emphasise the temporary nature of many adaptation responses:

To combat growing water shortages, the state Water Resources Agency
announced in November that three new reservoirs would be constructed but
some farmers viewed this a band-aid solution."If there's no rain, what use is
building bigger reservoirs?" asked Huang, the farmer. (Taiwan may face fewer

typhoons - but harsher drought - as planet warms, Reuters, 2020)

With regards to agriculture, two differing approaches to adaptation are presented
optimistically - one rooted in Indigenous knowledge (Taiwan's Indigenous Farmers Use

Local Wisdom to Adapt to Climate Change, Huffington Post, 2015) and the other
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pointing to technological innovation (Taiwan’s rice farmers use big data to cope with

climate change, The Financial Times, 2018).

Other adaptation approaches are viewed as more successful, especially those enacted by
the semiconductor industry. In these cases, success in dealing with water shortages
caused by drought is linked to companies’ ability to continue production, and is

generally self-reported by the companies themselves:

“TSMC has a long-established risk management system, which covers water
supply risk,” chief executive CC Wei told a conference earlier this month.
“Through our existing water-conservation measures, we are able to meet the
current reduction requirement from the government with no impact on
operations.” (Parched Taiwan prays for rain as Sun Moon Lake is hit by

drought, The Guardian, 2021)

Overall, despite the outcomes of adaptation approaches being presented in both positive
and negative ways, the foundational assumption of this discourse is that the government
has primary responsibility for problem-solving with regards to the impacts of climate
change. This assumption works to legitimate both the role of governments in addressing

climate change and the sovereignty of the Taiwanese government.

In news articles which report on currently occurring extreme weather events, almost all
quotes are from government sources, implying that the government is best placed to

both comment on and react to emergency climate situations.
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Attitudes towards Taiwan’s government skew negative in articles centering the
experiences of Indigenous communities and farmers. There is a sense that the

government neglects both of these groups:

Elder Gao said that politicians come and visit but they do not address the
serious impact of climate change on the Tsou people's way of life. (Taiwan:

The 'God Flower' vanishing because of climate change, BBC, 2023).

In the case of farmers this neglect is directly linked to the government’s prioritisation of
industry. As such, in this discourse farmers are often positioned as in competition with

the tech industry for government assistance:

Huang An-tiao, a farmer and chairman of the Tainan Environment Protection
Union, a non-governmental group, said small-scale farmers had been "ripped
off" while water-intensive industries like petrochemicals and electronics
received enough. (Taiwan may face fewer typhoons - but harsher drought - as

planet warms, Reuters, 2020)

Secondary actors, such as academics and environmental groups, which are not the key
subjects of the discourse but are included to provide expert perspectives, also critique

government action in addressing both the climate crisis itself and its impacts:

"Climate change has never been a centre of discussion in our government or
society. Although everybody talks about being afraid of climate change, it tends

to be lip service. They express care, but don't take any action," Mr Hsu [a
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climate change expert at government-funded think tank Academia Sinica] says.

(Why the world should pay attention to Taiwan's drought, BBC, 2021).

While there are some mentions of positive government action, this comes from quotes

from Government representatives rather than those directly impacted impacted:

“We try to increase their resilience,” Lin [Dr Lin Tze-luen, a spokesman for the
executive branch of Taiwan’s government] says, citing the provision of
satellite phones to residents who decide to stay, and increased government
subsidies for home insurance. (‘There are no crops to celebrate’: climate crisis

wipes out a way of life in Taiwan’s mountains, The Guardian, 2023)

Two distinct values regarding climate change and the importance of Taiwan underpin
the victimisation discourse. Firstly, the stories highlighting the loss of a way of life due
to climate change, particularly those centering Indigenous communities, speak to a
people-centric perspective which emphasises the moral imperative of effectively
addressing climate change. Taiwan as a state is not centered, but rather the experiences
of specific vulnerable communities. Through the use of emotionally resonant language,
these articles attempt to elicit sympathy in the audience, while also drawing attention to
the specific, human impacts of climate change. Elements of Indigenous worldviews -
which resonate with aspects of Dysek’s radical green consciousness - are imbued in the

texts. In these worldviews, the Earth itself is imbued with agency:

This was the land taking its revenge in a country struggling with

human-generated land and air degradation. “If you take something from [the
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land],” said Lavakavu, “it will ask for something in return.” (Marooned by

Morakot, Climate Home News, 2021)

The other prominent ideology underpinning another aspect of this discourse is that
which centers the economy and continued economic growth. These economic-centric
values are embodied by articles which centre the impact of climate change induced
extreme weather on industrial production (as made explicit by the headline How Water
Scarcity Threatens Taiwan’s Semiconductor Industry, The Diplomat, 2024). This can
be seen, for example, by the success of adaptation measures being linked to

manufacturing operations being able to continue (see above).

From this ideological standpoint, the importance of Taiwan to the world - and to
individual consumers - is explicitly linked to its position in semiconductor supply chains
as epitomized in the headline Why Taiwan s drought means you can't have a new smart
TV (The Age, 2021). Treatment recommendations center on the role of both government
and industry, in both reducing emissions and addressing the impacts of climate
change-induced extreme weather through better resource management. Some articles
position these two values in direct relationship with each other, for example through
descriptions of the tension between providing water to either agriculture or industry in

times of drought:

“Now they've completely cut our water, farmers can't find a way out. You're
focusing entirely on semiconductors,” Mr Chuang says. (Why the world

should pay attention to Taiwan's drought, BBC, 2021).
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Through a historical-diachronic analysis of the articles in which victimisation is the
dominant narrative, the 2020-2021 drought emerges as a critical discourse moment, with
ten articles published in 2021 directly connected to this event. The historical
significance of this event is emphasised through descriptions of the drought as a
“once-in-a-century” occurrence (used in 17 articles). This event shifted the victim
discourse to focus primarily on the impacts of climate change on Taiwan’s
semiconductor industry, which is presented as of global significance (e.g. Why Taiwan’s
drought means you can’t have a new smart TV, The Age, 2021; Why the world should
pay attention to Taiwan's drought, BBC, 2021). Previously, the focus was primarily
people-centred, with articles primarily concerned with the impacts of climate change on

farmers and Indigenous communities.

A comparative-synchronic analysis of articles published in May 2021 demonstrates how
different publications vary in their framing of the drought. Specialised business
publications feature economic-centric articles focused mainly on the impacts on the
semiconductor industry, (e.g. No Water No Microchips: What Is Happening In Taiwan?,
Forbes, May 31, 2021), while mainstream publications feature articles which cover both
the human and economic impacts (e.g. Taiwan Prays for Rain and Scrambles to Save
Water, New York Times, May 27, 2021; Parched Taiwan prays for rain as Sun Moon
Lake is hit by drought, The Guardian, May 9, 2021). An exception to this pattern is
Australian based publications. Mainstream publications ABC and the Age both cover
the drought from a semiconductor-centric angle (What does chipageddon have to do
with climate change?, ABC, May 7, 2021; Why Taiwan’s drought means you can’t have

a new smart TV, The Age, May 30, 2021).
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5.2 Discourse of Exclusion

Definition of exclusion (Oxford Languages):
Noun: the action of singling someone out for cruel or unjust treatment.

Box 3: Discourse analysis of Exclusion

1. Objects
Overarching theme: Taiwan’s exclusion from the U.N.
Events: UNFCCC COP Conferences (COP23, COP26, COP28, COP29)
2. Actors
Impacted parties: Taiwan, mainly represented through national government
(especially EPA and MOFA), environmental NGOs, and local government
Antagonistic parties: China (CCP)
Supportive parties: US, EU, Guatemala, Nauru
3. Language and rhetoric
Emotionally charged language: anger, unfairness
4. Discursive strategies
Positioning: Taiwan v.s. China, democracy
Legitimation: of the international politics of climate change
5. Ideological standpoints and values
Pro-Taiwan: emphasis on Taiwanese perspectives, emphasis on democracy,
exclusion is unfair and undermines UNFCCC, Taiwan action outside of

UNFCCC emphasised to show commitment

70
d0i:10.6342/NTU202501242



3
O
2
o 2
re)
3
o
w
o
o 1
=
<
0
LUV OOOOMNMNMSMRMNMOOOOOOOOOOMOOOO e ONONNNOOOOMO << 3
Lottt sl Sl el el el ol ol ol el B el el el el el el el B I I N I N N, N, VI VI VR Vo N e Ve VN N Ao N g N g Nl 4N
OO0 OO0 OO0 0000000000000 00O 0000000000000
NN NN ANNNNNANONNN NN NN NN NANNNAN NN NN N NN
AR ERE AR R R R R R i s i
aso ISR=R3] 830 a3 o a3o0 a3 o IS=R3] 630 630 a5 o
BL208<7084°08<C°08c208<C°08°508<>08<C<20847°0

Publication Date

Figure 10: Discourse of exclusion over time

Another identity often attributed to Taiwan is that of being excluded from international
climate politics due to China’s influence. Given their status as the supreme
decision-making arenas for global climate governance, it is unsurprising that UNFCCC
COPs are the central events for this discourse. Exclusion from other forms of
international climate collaboration such as the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate
and Energy shows how this discourse can expand to events other than COPs ('Taiwan is

Taiwan': China name dispute moves from birds to climate change, Reuters, 2020).

Central actors within this discourse are nation states, stemming from the discourse’s
primary location within the international sphere. Taiwan and China are positioned in an
antagonistic relationship, with other countries positioned as having a supportive stance
towards Taiwan. Generally, these stances are expressed in the discourse through quotes

from government representatives.
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Taiwan’s government is shown as being committed to climate action from the highest
levels, with quotes from Presidents Tsai and Lai, as well as various ministers from the
EPA and MOFA. Furthermore, the inclusion of quotes from both DPP and KMT
lawmakers work to present Taiwan as domestically united on the issue of climate
change. As a result, Taiwan’s desire for inclusion in UN climate talks is made more

sincere and credible.

In contrast with the quotes from Chinese officials which lack emotional resonance, the
inclusion of more personal quotes, including that of a Taiwanese youth delegate barred
from participating in the opening ceremony of COP26, makes Taiwan’s cause more

sympathetic to the audience:

“All we can do is try to find ways to let Taiwan be seen.” (Hai-Wei Chang,
Taiwan Youth Climate Coalition, quoted in With Taiwan blocked from U.N.

climate talks, its emissions go uncounted, Washington Post, 2021)

The discourse is infused with pro-Taiwan values, as shown through the linguistic
framing of the antagonistic relationship between China and Taiwan. This framing is

b4

manifested through headlines which present China as “blocking,” “shutting out,”
“freezing out” and “excluding” Taiwan, placing the blame for Taiwan’s exclusion

squarely on China.

Repeated emphasis of Taiwan’s democratic status are made across texts, through
descriptions like “self-ruled democratic island,” “democratically governed Taiwan,”

“democratic, self-ruled Taiwan.” These descriptions not only emphasise the contrast
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between Taiwan and China but also aligning Taiwan with global democratic values,

likely to resonate with much of the audience:

“Right now the international community is attaching importance to Taiwan,”
said Hung Sun-han, a lawmaker with Tsai’s ruling Democratic Progressive Party
who traveled to Glasgow. “Both Western and Asian countries have clearly
seen Taiwan’s efforts to protect our democracy and freedom,” he said,
pointing to the number of young attendees at the summit [COP26] who had
approached the delegation, curious about Taiwan. (With Taiwan blocked from

U.N. climate talks its emissions go uncounted, Washington Post, 2021).

In several articles, this exclusion is explicitly presented as unfair through quotes from

Taiwanese speakers, such as Deputy Environment Minister Shen Chih-hsiu:

“The climate convention emphasizes that every country should shoulder
responsibility” for cutting emissions, Shen said in a telephone interview from
Glasgow Friday. “If any country is left out, it’s incomplete. This isn’t fair to
Taiwan, which is willing to shoulder the responsibility.” (Taiwan Challenges

UN Exclusion on Sidelines of COP26 Summit, Bloomberg, 2021).

In other cases, emotionally charged language is used to express Taiwan’s anger at

China’s actions:

China has ramped up pressure on international groups and companies to refer to

democratic, self-ruled Taiwan as being part of China, to the anger of Taiwan's
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government and many of its people. ('Taiwan is Taiwan': China name dispute

moves from birds to climate change, Reuters, 2020)

Taiwan’s exclusion is presented as undermining the goals of the UNFCCC, further

demonstrating the pro-Taiwan values underlying this discourse:

“Taiwan represents up to 1 percent of global greenhouse gases, so if we are not
part of it, UNFCCC has a loophole,” said Liangyi Chang, Asia Managing
Director of the environmental group 350.org. “Taiwan’s emissions are the gray
zone of the COP process.” (With Taiwan blocked from U.N. climate talks, its

emissions go uncounted, Washington Post, 2021)

Despite its exclusion from international climate summits, Taiwan is presented as

continuing to pursue climate action:

While Taiwan remains excluded from official participation in COP negotiations
due to geopolitical constraints, it continues to engage in global climate efforts
through regional and international partnerships. (Taiwan may be excluded from

COP29, but can still help drive regional action, Nikkei Asia, 2024)

This feeds into the portrayal of Taiwan as the David to China’s Goliath, an underdog

unwilling to give up even against a much larger opponent:

More than 170 countries side with China diplomatically. Taiwan can look to

just 20. As a result, the heavily-industrialized western Pacific island of 23
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million people didn’t get into the convention. Taiwan at least knows this old
story of being blocked from U.N. agencies, so this month it came up with a
clever way to get as close as possible to the climate change talks. (Taiwan Finds

A Way Into The World Climate Dialogue Despite China, Forbes, 2017).

Taiwan’s approach to climate action is also favourably compared with China’s on

several occasions:

While China has attempted to portray itself as a climate leader, Taiwan's model
-- spanning partnerships with developed and developing nations -- offers a more
collaborative and technology-driven approach. (Taiwan may be excluded

from COP29, but can still help drive regional action, Nikkei Asia, 2024)

As the talks were getting underway last week, Taiwanese lawmaker Wang
Ting-yu quipped on Twitter, “If Xi Jinping doesn‘t even bother to show up ...
why do we continue to let China block Taiwan’s participation.” (With
Taiwan blocked from U.N. climate talks, its emissions go uncounted,

Washington Post, 2021)

Other discourses identified in this analysis are also evoked to argue for Taiwan’s
inclusion in the UN climate system. For example, Taiwan’s vulnerability to climate

change is emphasised, linking to the victim discourse:
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Taiwan is particularly vulnerable to climate change, a point that was driven
home during energy and water shortages this year. (With Taiwan blocked from

U.N. climate talks, its emissions go uncounted, Washington Post, 2021)

The collaborator discourse is also evoked through reference to what other countries can

learn from Taiwan’s example as another reason to support Taiwan’s inclusion:

Taiwan says it has expertise and resolve to cut carbon dioxide emissions, perfect
for a role in the U.N.-driven process for global greenhouse gas reductions.
(Taiwan Finds A Way Into The World Climate Dialogue Despite China, Forbes,

2017)

Taiwanese environmental NGOs take a different approach, using the laggard discourse
to underline that Taiwan’s exclusion contributes to a lack of effective climate action on

the part of the government:

The lack of international obligations leaves it up to the government to determine
transparency and speed in meeting emissions commitments. “It creates a lot of
loopholes,” said Chao. “They are not feeling the pressure.” (With Taiwan
blocked from U.N. climate talks, its emissions go uncounted, Washington Post,

2021)

A comparative-synchronic analysis of the two articles published in November 2024 that
feature exclusion as the dominant discourse shows how Taiwanese perspectives

dominated coverage of Taiwan’s exclusion from COP29. “Taiwan, excluded from
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climate summit, sets up 'war room' to watch talks” (Reuters, November 8, 2024), centers
on comments from Environment Minister Peng Chi-ming, providing an example of
Taiwanese government narratives successfully shaping international news coverage.
Taiwan’s role as a major producer of semiconductors, its vulnerability to climate
change, and its net-zero goal are all mentioned, in line with MOFA’s argument for
Taiwan’s inclusion (see section 3.2). Furthermore, the headline highlights the idea of a
“war room” for watching the talks, presenting Taiwan as taking climate governance very
seriously, while also drawing on the widespread framing of climate change as a conflict

which must be fought.

Similarly, the op-ed “Taiwan may be excluded from COP29, but can still help drive
regional action” (Nikkei Asia, November 11, 2024) highlights Taiwan’s commitment to
climate action at both domestic and regional levels, despite its exclusion from UNFCCC
climate governance mechanisms. These examples show that, at least in 2024, the
exclusion discourse was dominated by pro-Taiwan perspectives, including the

argumentation strategies employed by MOFA.

A historical-diachronic analysis of the five Reuters articles exhibiting the excluded
discourse reveals that the dominance of Taiwanese narratives has not been consistent
over time. Three of the articles (Taiwan says shut out of U.N. climate talks due to China
pressure, Reuters, November 14, 2017; ‘Taiwan is Taiwan': China name dispute moves
from birds to climate change, Reuters, September 27, 2020; Taiwan, excluded from
climate summit, sets up 'war room' to watch talks, Reuters, November 8, 2024)
primarily focus on Taiwanese responses to its exclusion, whereas two of the articles

focus on China’s complaints over support for Taiwan and Taiwan’s participation (China
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complains over support for Taiwan at COP27 climate summit, Reuters, November 16,
2022; China raises complaint over Taiwan's participation in COP28, Reuters, December
9, 2023). This demonstrates how the positioning of Taiwan and China in the excluded
discourse has not remained stable but has shifted over time. Reasons for this perhaps
include the varying degrees of success of officials from the two governments in

attracting press attention to their statements.
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5.3 Discourse of Contribution
Definition of contribution (Oxford Languages):
Noun: the part played by a person or thing in bringing about a result or helping
something to advance

Box 4: Discourse analysis of Contribution

1. Objects
Climate ambition: emissions reductions targets, energy transition
targets
Renewable energy: offshore wind energy, solar power
Innovation: new technology (e.g. electric scooters, waste to building
materials, recyclable wind turbines), new processes (e.g. urban mining)
2. Actors
Climate ambition: Countries (Taiwan, Australia, India, Japan),
Taiwan’s central government (especially Presidents), semiconductor
industry (especially TSMC)
Renewable energy: energy industry (especially foreign companies),
government
Innovation: Taiwanese businesses (e.g. Gogoro, Swancor)
3. Language and rhetoric
Metaphors: energy jackpot, battleground, stepping stone to Asian
markets
4. Discursive strategies

Positioning: Taiwan as an example other countries can learn from
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Legitimation of administrative and technological remedies for climate
change; of the central role of the Taiwanese government in addressing
climate change

5. Ideological standpoints and values
Problem-solving: Climate change as a problem that can be solved
through human efforts and innovation

Ecological modernisation
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Figure 11: Discourse of contribution over time

The contributor discourse presents Taiwan as contributing to climate action through
mitigation efforts and innovations, with a core message that other countries can learn
from Taiwan. Of all the discourses present in the data, the contributor discourse covers
the broadest range of objects, including emissions reductions and energy transition

targets and plans from both the government and the semiconductor industry, Taiwan’s
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renewable energy experience, international collaboration, innovation in the form of new
technologies and processes, environmental education, and ESG funds. Reflecting this
broad range, the central actors are similarly varied, from states and the Taiwanese

government to the semiconductor and energy industries.

The 2021 announcement of Taiwan’s 2050 net-zero goal, followed by the passage of the
2023 Climate Law are central events in establishing Taiwan as a “responsible member
of the international community” (Taiwan begins to plan for zero emissions by 2050,
Reuters, 2021) and a “key player in Asia’s climate policy” (Taiwan commits to net-zero

carbon emissions by 2050, Nikkei, 2023).

International collaboration on climate action is another key theme of the contributor
discourse. At the country level, climate collaboration between states such as Australia,

India, and the US are presented as mutually beneficial, for example:

India and Taiwan have a unique opportunity to forge a mutually beneficial
partnership in the renewable energy sector, particularly in the solar power
domain. Taiwan is home to major solar wafer producers like the TSEC
Corporation and Green Energy Technology, which could significantly
contribute to India’s ambitious renewable energy and battery research and
development programs. The partnership also has the potential to create an
offshore manufacturing base for Taiwan in India, enabling cheaper imports for
quicker domestic deployment. (Solar Power: A New Opportunity for

India-Taiwan Ties, The Diplomat, 2024)
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Collaboration in the form of foreign firms’ investment into Taiwan’s energy system as a
result of its energy transition is the focus of many articles featuring the contributor
discourse. It is in these articles that the ideology of ecological modernization which
underpins the contributor discourse is most apparent. For Dryzek (2013), ecological
modernization focuses on restructuring the capitalist economy to align with
environmental sustainability, emphasizing the profitability of this transition. The
development of green technologies, particularly clean energy solutions is prioritised.
However, this reconfiguring does not require a completely different approach to the

underlying political-economic system of capitalism.

Within the data, this discourse is present in articles which emphasise the energy
transition not only as a form of climate change mitigation but also as a means to make
profit. Taiwan’s experience - and regional leadership - in offshore wind energy
development is a strong example of the ecological modernization discourse, with

foreign firms seeing Taiwan’s energy transition as an opportunity for economic growth:

Japan's leading power provider took its first major step in developing Asia's
promising green-energy market with the completion of Taiwan's first
commercial offshore wind farm. "We expect to learn extensively and grow in
this leading place for offshore wind energy, then expand to Japan and the rest
of the world," (Taiwan wind farm gives Japan foothold in Asia's green power

game, Nikkei Asia, 2019)

The above quote signals one of the key metaphors applied to Taiwan in the trailblazer

narrative - that of a stepping-stone, or battleground, for foreign offshore wind energy
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developers. Thanks to Taiwan’s “good decision to join the offshore wind industry
early,” (Taiwan Offshore Wind Developer In Talks Over Potential Acquisition Deals,
Bloomberg, 2023), and its subsequent position as a “regional leader” in offshore wind
energy (TSMC Commits To 100% Clean Power, Pressuring Chipmaker Rivals To
Follow Suit, Forbes, 2020), it is positioned as the starting point for companies wishing

to expand their operations into Asia:

"We see Taiwan as a stepping stone into Asia-Pacific," said Matthias
Bausenwein, the regional general manager for Orsted, the world's largest owner
of offshore wind power sites. (Offshore wind power firms see Taiwan as a

battleground to expand in Asia, Reuters, 2018)

A historical-diachronic analysis of contributor articles that focus on offshore wind
development reveals how the discourse has developed over time from optimism at the

opportunity presented by Taiwan’s plans for renewable energy development:

... as companies, both in Taiwan and abroad, largely expect the government will
stick to its renewables policy, competition in the market is expected to heat
up. (Taiwan to spend $56bn on renewable energy, Nikkei Asia, November 28,

2016)

To becoming a “stepping stone” for the Asian offshore wind market as discussed above
(Offshore wind power firms see Taiwan as a battleground to expand in Asia, Reuters,
2018), and more recently as being an example other countries can learn from - with

regards to both positive and negative experiences:
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Although years behind, Australia hopes to follow Taiwan’s lead and position
offshore wind at the heart of plans to replace coal (Taiwan Shows Australia the

winds of change, The Age, 2023).

With Victoria so invested in offshore wind, policymakers will need to ensure
they avoid the policy missteps and self-inflicted wounds of Taiwan. (Taiwan

Shows Australia the winds of change, The Age, 2023).

By using offshore wind energy as an example for a historical-diachronic analysis, it is
evident that the contributor discourse has evolved in relation to the material reality of
Taiwan’s climate actions, from contributing opportunities through policy
announcements, to contributing its experiences (both positive and negative) for other

actors to learn from as policy is enacted.

Beyond offshore wind energy, LNG is another core element of Taiwan’s energy
transition strategy. The anticipated increase in Taiwan’s demand for LNG-related
infrastructure, alongside other infrastructure required for the energy transition, has been
described as an “energy jackpot,” with a major international construction firm quoted as
saying Taiwan has “very strong” business opportunities (US construction titan Bechtel

eyes $10bn Taiwan energy jackpot, Nikkei Asia, 2021).

Taiwanese companies in other sectors are also presented as trailblazers, developing
innovations for both climate mitigation and adaptation. For example, the contributor

discourse is also deeply linked to Taiwan’s identity as a vitally important hub for
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semiconductor manufacturing, which positions Taiwan’s approach to climate issues as
having “significant global implications” (Taiwan to adopt tough new carbon cutting
targets, environment czar says, Nikkei Asia, 2024). Taiwan’s semiconductor industry,
led by TSMC is presented as a driver of climate action both domestically and

internationally, especially with regards to the transition to renewable energy:

TSMC, the world’s biggest semiconductor maker, has committed to source
100% of its power globally from renewable sources, putting pressure on its
rivals such as Samsung, as well as large power consumers across Asia, to
follow suit. (TSMC Commits To 100% Clean Power, Pressuring Chipmaker

Rivals To Follow Suit, Forbes, 2020).

Another example is the transport sector, Taiwanese electric scooter company Gogoro is
held up as a successful example of a technology which will not only reduce emissions

but also contribute to energy grid stability:

By tapping into the power of its parked batteries, Gogoro joins a growing
number of companies exploring virtual power plants, which can help utilities
avoid blackouts during periods of high demand and reduce the need for
electricity generated by fossil fuels. (Taiwan’s Battery-Swapping Stations Now

Double As Mini Power Plants, Bloomberg, 2023)

Swancor, a Taiwanese firm which supplies composite materials to wind turbine blade
manufacturers, is also portrayed as an innovator working to develop a cutting-edge

material which will enable wind turbine blades to be recycled:
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Swancor’s Taiwan factory... gives a glimpse at what this future may look like.
(Recycling Wind Turbine Blades Can Solve the Industry’s Biggest Problem,

Bloomberg, 2024)

Similarly, Taiwanese companies working to develop processes for urban mining (Why
Taiwan Is Becoming a Leader in Urban Mining, TIME, 2024), waste to building
materials (These Taiwanese Companies Are Turning Waste Into Building Materials,
TIME, 2024), and sensors to help farmers adapt to climate change (Taiwan’s rice
farmers use big data to cope with climate change, Financial Times, 2018) appear in the
discourse as examples of climate-beneficial innovation coming from Taiwan, which can

be used as case studies for other areas:

While the urban mining practices in Taiwan may not be entirely closed-loop,
they present a suggestion; they are a live case study in an environment already
facing finite resources and the immediate effects of pollution—because after
current global resources reach their limit, the earth itself may become a single

urban mine. (Why Taiwan Is Becoming a Leader in Urban Mining, TIME, 2024)

In the realm of environmental education, Taiwan is also presented as “offer[ing] an
example of how to teach children about caring for their environment,” with Buddhist
organizations incorporating environmental awareness into their educational missions

(How Taiwan uses Buddhist literature for environmental education, The Conversation,

2020).
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5.4 Discourse of Lagging
Definition of lagging (Oxford Languages):
Adjective: slower than desired or expected

Box 5: Discourse analysis of Lagging identity

1. Objects
Energy transition: Renewable energy (offshore wind, solar), nuclear energy,
energy targets and development
Events: More stringent LCR, 2050 net zero target announcement

2. Actors
Responsible: Government, Presidents, Taipower
Impacted: Renewable energy developers, tech industry (especially
semiconductor industry)

3. Language and rhetoric
Metaphors: lip service, headwinds, mission impossible,cracks in government
policy, downward spiral, hamstrung

4. Discursive strategies
Positioning: responsibility of addressing climate change (and failure to
address climate change) assigned to government
Legitimation: of the Taiwanese government’s central role in addressing
climate change

5. Ideological standpoints and values

Ecological modernisation

87
d0i:10.6342/NTU202501242



Articles Published

o
Jan 2015
Apr 2015
Jul 2015
Oct 2015
Jan 2016
Apr 2016
Jul 2016
Oct 2016
Jan 2017
Apr 2017
Jul 2017
Oct 2017
Jan 2018
Apr 2018
Jul 2018
Oct 2018
Jan 2019
Apr 2019
Jul 2019
Oct 2019
Jan 2020
Apr 2020
Jul 2020
Oct 2020
Jan 2021
Apr 2021
Jul 2021
Oct 2021
Jan 2022
Apr 2022
Jul 2022
Oct 2022
Jan 2023 |e—
Apr 2023
Jul 2023
Oct 2023
Jan 2024
Apr 2024
Jul 2024
Oct 2024

Publication Date

Figure 12: Lagging discourse over time

Of the five climate identity discourses identified in the data, Lagging is the most critical
of Taiwan’s climate action. ‘Lagging’ was selected as the name for this discourse as the
word encapsulates both the critiques central to the discourse: that Taiwan’s progress on
climate and the energy transition is lagging behind its own stated ambition, and that its
progress is slower than other countries. Taiwan’s /agging identity often appears as a
secondary discourse in articles where the dominant discourse is victimisation or energy
quadrilemma. For the former, the lagging identity is invoked to show Taiwan’s
government is not taking sufficient action to protect its citizens and industry from the
negative impacts of climate change. For the latter, the lagging identity is used to

underline the challenges posed by Taiwan’s energy transition.

The objects central to this discourse are: Taiwan’s climate and energy transition goals,
especially its 2050 net zero target; and progress (or lack thereof) towards those goals,
especially with regards to offshore wind energy development. Central actors in the
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discourse can be loosely divided into two camps: those responsible for Taiwan’s
insufficient progress, and those affected by it. In the first camp are the Taiwanese
government, and in particular President Tsai, and in the second are Taiwan’s

semiconductor industry and renewable energy developers.

Taiwan’s overarching climate goals, especially its 2050 net-zero target, are treated more
critically in the lagging discourse compared to the contribution discourse. Reasons
provided for this include the argument that Taiwan does “not have a coherent action
plan to decarbonise industry” (Taiwan’s failure to clean up industry endangers its net
zero pledge, Climate Home News, 2023) and that a lack of international pressure on

Taiwan has created policy loopholes (see section 5.2 for more).

Events like the opening of a new coal plant in 2018 led to accusations that Taiwan is
merely paying “lip service” to energy transformation (Taiwan Takes a Step Back With
New Coal Plant, The Diplomat, 2018). This aspect of the discourse is mostly supported

through quotes from NGO representatives.

Taiwan’s carbon tax policies have also been critiqued, for being “well below the level
believed necessary to contain climate change” (Taiwan’s Proposed Carbon Tax Looks
Too Low to Curb Emissions, Bloomberg, 2022) and for not being compulsory “even
though Asian countries including Japan, South Korea, Singapore and China have done
so” (Taiwan struggles to balance high-tech and low-carbon ambitions, Nikkei Asia,

2021)
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One of the risks of Taiwan’s laggardness identified in the discourse is the impact on

economic and industrial development:

“For healthy economic development, the Taiwanese government must speed up
its actions in a climate emergency,” Liu adds. (No Water No Microchips: What

Is Happening In Taiwan?, Forbes, 2021)

Some argue Taiwan's policy sluggishness will harm its industrial
competitiveness, as rivals elsewhere have impressed potential customers by
embracing carbon markets. (Taiwan struggles to balance high-tech and

low-carbon ambitions, Nikkei Asia, 2021)

Offshore wind energy is the focus of many articles embodying the /aggard discourse,
likely because of its key role in Taiwan’s energy transition strategy to reach net-zero,
and because many international companies are involved in the industry (as explored in
section 5.3). This second factor makes Taiwan’s offshore wind industry particularly

relevant to international readers.

While the offshore wind industry is also a key object in the Trailblazer discourse (see
section 5.3) with Taiwan’s ambitions for the sector being widely praised, a turning point
occurs around 2021, when coverage turns more critical. After this, there is a turn in
articles towards the lagging discourse, with an emphasis on progress towards targets
being slower than anticipated, with the most extreme examples describing the industry

as in “peril” (Taiwan’s Wind Power Ambitions Are in Peril, Bloomberg, 2024) and even
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in “crisis” (Japan Firms Exit Taiwan Offshore Wind Projects, Deepening Industry

Crisis, Bloomberg, 2023).

Both external and internal causes are given for Taiwan’s failure to live up to its wind
power development ambitions. The COVID-19 pandemic and the Russia-Ukraine war
are given as causes for delays in construction. However, the greatest attribution is
assigned to “policy missteps” (Taiwan Shows Australia the winds of change, The

Australian, 2023).

Most notably, local content requirements - described as “rigid” (Japan Firms Exit
Taiwan Offshore Wind Projects, Deepening Industry Crisis, Bloomberg, 2023) and
“byzantine and inflexible” (Taiwan’s Wind Power Ambitions Are in Peril, Bloomberg
2024) - are presented as increasing costs, consequently leading to worsening delays and

even to some developers leaving the market altogether.

Other regulatory changes, such as the cessation of de-facto subsidies, are presented as
contributing to the wind industry’s challenges by increasing the power price developers
require for profitability above the price industrial consumers are willing to pay. These
critiques of policy generally seem to originate from international offshore wind

developers, who are platformed through copious quotes, such as:

Marina Hsu, regional managing director for CIP, another Danish wind investor
and developer active in Taiwan, warns that the wind industry is in a “downward

spiral” as a result of these regulatory changes... “The government basically
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designed a regime that is not working,” says Hsu. (How Taiwan's green power

deficit threatens tech industry's bid for net zero, Reuters 2024)

Treatment recommendations target these “cracks in government policy” (Taiwan’s Wind
Power Ambitions Are in Peril, Bloomberg, 2024), for example by suggesting that the
government “water down” local content requirements (Taiwan Shows Australia the

winds of change, The Australian, 2023).

A comparative-synchronic analysis of the two articles published in 2024 that cover
offshore wind and are dominated by the lagging discourse show not only that this
discourse is particularly prevalent in business-specialised publications but also that
overly-stringent regulations, especially the local content requirement, are seen as the
main culprit for Taiwan’s laggardly offshore wind development across the articles,
which otherwise focus on other reasons for the challenges facing the industry’s
development in Taiwan (Taiwan’s Wind Power Ambitions Are in Peril, Bloomberg,
April 17, 2024; Taiwan's promising offshore wind power sector could be blown off

course, Nikkei Asia, November 5, 2024).
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5.5 Discourse of Energy Quadrilemma
Definition of quadrilemma:
Noun: A situation where a choice must be made between four options

Box 6: Discourse analysis of Energy Quadrilemma

1. Objects
Energy transition towards renewables; Nuclear Phase Out; Semiconductor
Industry’s energy requirements; security threat from China
Events: Fukushima 2011, Nuclear reactor closures, Blackouts, 2024 Taiwan
Presidential Election

2. Actors
President Tsai Ing-wen, President Lai Ching-te, Taipower, DPP, KMT,
Semiconductor industry, China

3. Language and rhetoric
Difficult choice: struggle to balance, no easy choice
Energy transition towards renewables: hurdle, headwinds, high-risk gamble,
laboured energy transition
Nuclear Phase Out: thorn in government policy, political headache,
squandered potential, self-destructive

4. Discursive strategies
Politicisation: of nuclear energy
Legitimation: of Taiwanese government’s central role in addressing climate
change

5. Ideological standpoints and values
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Securitisation of climate and energy: existential, assuring Taiwan’s de-facto
independence

Ecological modernisation

Energy Quadrilemma Discourse
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Figure 13: Energy Quadrilemma discourse over time

Taiwan’s laggardly renewable energy development is one of four key factors driving the
energy quadrilemma discourse, which presents Taiwan as struggling to balance its
decarbonisation ambitions with phasing out nuclear power while producing sufficient
power for the semiconductor industry and ensuring national security in the face of
threats from China. This discourse is primarily concerned with risk, emphasising
Taiwan’s vulnerability and potential dangers if this quadrilemma remains unsolved, with

various treatments recommended.
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The slow ramp-up of renewable energy and the rising use of fossil fuel-fired
power as nuclear winds down highlight a hard central choice for the
government. It wants to prioritize both economic growth and decarbonization,
yet it is hard to see how it can do both. (Taiwan struggles to balance high-tech

and low-carbon ambitions, Nikkei Asia, 2021)

One of the central risks presented in the discourse is the concern that Taiwan will soon
have insufficient (green) energy supply to meet demand, with the risk of undermining
economic growth. On the supply side, the discourse emphasises the challenges emerging
from Taiwan’s “unique” decision to pursue grid decarbonisation at the same time as
phasing out nuclear energy. These challenges are compounded by increasing energy
demand from the tech industry, growing due to the manufacturing of increasingly

advanced semiconductors and the expansion of Al data centres.

This complex situation has led to Taiwan’s energy transition plans being described as
“mission impossible” (Economy vs. environment: Some Taiwanese consider cashing in

their chips, Washington Post, 2023).

Unlike in the laggard discourse, articles exhibiting the energy quadrilemma discourse
generally do not examine the reasons behind the delay in renewables development in

great detail, instead focusing on the consequences of this slow progress:

But new sources could take years to develop, making power rationing and

blackouts a possibility as the gap narrows between demand and generating

95
d0i:10.6342/NTU202501242



capacity. (Nuclear Ghost Town Reveals Power Risk for Taiwan's Energy Shift,

Bloomberg, 2018)

The difficulties of balancing competing concerns is a characteristic feature of the energy
quadrilemma discourse, and this is also present in articles exploring the challenges
within Taiwan’s move towards decarbonisation. For example, one article explores the
conflict between the government’s planned expansion of natural gas facilities - a key
component of its decarbonisation strategy - and environmentalists who oppose it based

on ecological concerns:

The venture is pitting environmental campaigners against the Tsai
Ing-wen-led government, which has voiced support for the plant as it pivots
toward cleaner burning fuels and renewables. (A $2 Billion Energy Project

Threatens a 7,000 Year-Old Reef, Bloomberg, 2021)

With regards to Taiwan’s nuclear phaseout, several key events are identified in the
discourse. The 2011 Fukushima incident is widely referenced as the turning point after
which public opinion in Taiwan turned against nuclear power. The closure of reactor 1
at the Maanshan Nuclear Plant and reactor 1 at Kuosheng Nuclear Plant 2 are also
identified as key events. Blackouts, such as those that occurred in summer 2022, are
also referenced as a means to demonstrate the negative consequences of Taiwan’s move
away from nuclear power. The 2024 Taiwan presidential election is presented in some

articles as an opportunity to re-address this issue.
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One of the key discursive strategies employed in this discourse is the politicization of
nuclear energy. Rhetorically, this is made evident through descriptions of nuclear power
as “a thorn in government policy” (TSMC Leads Rush for Renewables Ahead of
Taiwan Energy Vote, Bllomber, 2021) and “a political headache” (Nuclear Ghost Town
Reveals Power Risk for Taiwan's Energy Shift, Bloomberg, 2018). Similarly the conflict
between Taiwan’s leading political parties, the DPP and KMT, on this issue are
regularly emphasised in the discourse, including through an interview with former KMT
President Ma (Taiwan’s Ex-President On China, Nuclear Power And ‘The Most Stupid
Policy In The World’, Huffington Post, 2023). This is somewhat unusual, as the
distinctions between the political parties and other domestic political factors are

generally overlooked in other discourses.

An explicit support for nuclear energy is dominant in this discourse, with an overall
omission of any anti-nuclear perspectives. Descriptions of the Nuclear-Free Homeland
policy are overwhelmingly negative: “self-destructive” (Taiwan’s Election Has Big
Ramifications for Energy Security, The Diplomat, 2024) “squandered potential”
(Taiwan Is Retreating From Nuclear Energy. At What Cost?, Huffington Post, 2023) etc.
Many of the suggested solutions to solving the energy quadrilemma also revolve around
a resurgence of nuclear energy, especially in articles published around the time of
Taiwan’s 2024 presidential election, which call explicitly for President Lai and the DPP

to reconsider their position on nuclear energy:

Working with the KMT and TPP to launch a nuclear comeback would bolster
the DPP politically, not harm it. (Taiwan's Lai needs to rethink nuclear

shutdown plan, Nikkei Asia, 2024)
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Lai’s fresh mandate allows him to renew the national dialogue on nuclear
energy. (Taiwan’s Election Has Big Ramifications for Energy Security, The

Diplomat, 2024).

Both decarbonisation and the nuclear phase-out are explicitly linked to President Tsai
Ing-wen, making her the central actor in this aspect of the discourse. By directly

associating both policies with her, the policies are presented as political decisions:

Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen's push to have the island generate 20% of
its electricity from renewables by 2025 is running into difficulties. (Taiwan's

renewables push hit by big tech's appetite for power, Nikkei Asia, 2020)

Another issue identified on the supply side is Taipower’s financial situation, although
this receives comparatively less attention in the discourse. The political nature of
Taipower is emphasised, as its inability to sufficiently raise prices is linked to political
pressure to keep prices low, although this is not linked to any specific party. The
following quote again shows the essence of the quadrilemma, highlighting the varied

threats posed by Taiwan’s existing energy system:

The precarious finances of Taiwan’s sole electricity utility are threatening the
island’s clean energy ambitions, tarnishing its attractiveness as a manufacturing
hub for the world’s biggest chipmakers and even adding to its vulnerability in
the event of a conflict with China. (Taiwan’s Troubled Utility Poses Risk to

Chipmakers’ Green Goals, Bloomberg, 2024)
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With regards to the risks of these challenges if left unabated, the discourse is primarily
concerned with the economic and national security risks. While there are occasional
mentions of electricity shortages impacting households, this is not the focus of any of
the articles collected. The semiconductor industry is the primary actor with regards to
economic risks, although references are made to the broader impacts on trade if fossil
fuel use increases as a result of slow progress in decarbonisation combined with nuclear

phaseout, with CBAM offered as a particular example:

This [increased use of fossil fuels] would not only delay Taiwan's net-zero goals
but also impact trade.... "If the EU imposes carbon tariffs, it will seriously
impact Taiwan's export competitiveness." (Taiwan nuclear plant closure tests

Tsai's energy transition, Nikkei Asia, 2021).

Taiwan’s semiconductor industry is described as being “hit” and “strained” by the
energy transition, which is presented as causing sudden electricity price jumps and a
growing risk of blackouts (Chipmaker TSMC hit by Taiwan's soaring energy prices and
growing outages, Financial Times, 2024). A deficit of green energy is presented in the

discourse as a risk to Taiwan’s industrial competitiveness:

The adoption of net zero emissions targets by global technology giants like
Apple, Google and Microsoft is turning into a serious problem for Taiwan’s
massive chipmaking industry. Pressure to decarbonise the extremely
power-hungry production of semiconductors is rising rapidly, but chipmakers

based on the island — such as Apple supplier Taiwan Semiconductor
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Manufacturing Company Limited (TSMC) - have limited options to crank up
the use of renewable electricity, as Taiwan’s power mix remains heavily
dominated by fossil fuels. TSMC and other suppliers might have no other option
but to move production elsewhere. (Net zero targets could force Taiwan's

chipmakers abroad, CLEW, 2022).

This element of the discourse reveals an underlying ideology: growthism. Growthism is
the idea that economic growth must be achieved at all costs, and that there should be no
limits to growth. In this case, presenting the energy transition as a challenge to growth
(in the form of increased semiconductor production) that must be solved reveals that
growth is seen as the priority, to which decarbonisation is secondary. An alternative
perspective, such as degrowth, would perhaps argue that the way to solve Taiwan’s

energy quadrilemma is to focus on decreasing demand, rather than increasing supply.

The fourth aspect of Taiwan’s energy quadrilemma is the connection between energy
security and national security. Within the discourse, energy security is viewed as a
component of national security that is “nearly as nearly as existential as military
funding” (For Taiwan, as for Ukraine, Energy Security Is Existential, Wall Street
Journal, 2023). This connection is made explicit through a quote from Environment

Minister Peng Chi-ming:

Peng framed energy as not only a climate issue but also a security matter. "A top
priority is to ensure Taiwan's security, which includes our energy security and
energy stability," he said. (Taiwan to adopt tough new carbon cutting targets,

environment czar says, Nikkei Asia, 2024)
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One of the major risks to national security presented in the discourse is Taiwan’s
increasing reliance on imported fossil fuels as a result of the nuclear phaseout and the

laggardness of the energy transition combined with increasing demand for energy, eg.:

Taiwan’s heavy reliance on imported fossil fuels, around 80% of its electricity
came from gas, coal and oil in 2022, also leaves it vulnerable in the event of an
attack or even a naval blockade by China. (Taiwan’s Troubled Utility Poses

Risk to Chipmakers’ Green Goals, Bloomberg, 2024)

An alternative perspective is also offered, suggesting that increasing energy imports

from the US could have a beneficial effect on Taiwan’s national security:

To ensure that Taiwan won’t be cut off in a geopolitical crisis, Webster
recommends that Taipei buy more liquefied natural gas from the US If
China’s navy were to interdict a U.S.-flagged ship, the US Navy would almost
certainly intervene (Taiwan Has a Big National-Security Risk: It Imports 97%

of Its Energy, Wall Street Journal, 2023)

The risks posed by the energy transition to the semiconductor industry, as discussed in
more detail above, are also linked to national security through the idea of the “silicon
shield” - the idea that Taiwan’ semiconductor industry is of such global importance that
any threat to it (i.e. from a Chinese invasion) will be intolerable to the US. As such, if
the semiconductor industry relocates away from Taiwan due to energy pressures, this

will increase Taiwan’s vulnerability:
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If its plan falters, Taiwan will sacrifice the cheap, reliable electricity that
fostered the high-tech manufacturing industry — and one that helps assure
Taiwan’s de facto independence. (Taiwan Is Retreating From Nuclear Energy.

At What Cost?, Huffington Post, 2023)

Other risks posed by the energy quadrilemma to national security include the
vulnerability of Taiwan’s energy grid to Chinese attacks (Taiwan war game exposes
vulnerability of energy grid to a China attack, Financial Times, 2024) and the spreading

of climate disinformation:

During the 2024 elections, there were at least eight instances of information
manipulation related to electricity prices, with claims that the ruling
government’s energy policies were inefficient. Notably, IORG highlighted that
Chinese state media had manipulated narratives to suggest that Taiwan’s
semiconductor industry was suffering due to rising electricity costs, further
exacerbating public discontent. (Climate Disinformation Is Compromising

Taiwan’s Efforts in Defending Democracy, The Diplomat, 2024)

Taiwan’s response to addressing the perceived national security threat posed by its

current energy policy is critiqued:

Critics say Taiwan’s government hasn’t taken energy security seriously
enough. “It’s a manifestation of Taiwan’s lack of preparedness in the face of

threat of invasion,” says Elbridge Colby, a deputy assistant secretary of defense
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in former President Donald Trump’s administration. (Taiwan Has a Big

National-Security Risk: It Imports 97% of Its Energy, Wall Street Journal, 2023)

Several treatment recommendations to improve Taiwan’s energy security - and
subsequently national security - are presented in the discourse. The dominant

suggestion is to continue to utilize nuclear power:

Taiwan has only a week’s worth of natural gas in storage, and a blockade like the
one that followed a controversial visit last summer by then-US House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi would send gas barges scrambling away from Taiwanese ports.
Coal similarly requires steady imports to the island. Same with oil. And while
China can’t darken the sun or halt the wind, Taiwan has limited space and
resources for solar panels, turbines and batteries, and their supply chains also
overwhelmingly run through the mainland. By contrast, nuclear reactors can
pump out steady carbon-free electricity for two years or more without
needing fresh uranium fuel. (Taiwan’s Ex-President On China, Nuclear Power

And ‘The Most Stupid Policy In The World’, Huffington Post, 2023)

Alternative recommendations include “building up renewable energy capacities”
(Taiwan's frequent blackouts expose vulnerability of tech economy, Nikkei Asia, 2022),
although the potential for renewable energy to contribute towards national security (for
example by diversifying the grid) are overlooked, suggesting the dominant agenda

behind this narrative is pro-nuclear.

The securitisation of energy issues is the core value underlying this discourse, reflecting
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both a broader trend towards an interest in non-traditional elements of security, and also
Taiwan’s identity being strongly linked with its geopolitical status in international news

discourses.

In the most recently published articles which embody this discourse, we can see that
President Lai appears to be actively responding to this discourse by proposing
alternative ways to solve Taiwan’s energy quadrilemma. These proposals include
importing green energy from neighbouring countries (Taiwan Considers Importing
Clean Energy From Nearby Countries, Bloomberg, 2024) and considering the use of
nuclear power for backup generation (Taiwan Considers Keeping Nuclear Reactors on

Emergency Standby, Bloomberg, 2023).

The energy quadrilemma discourse also reveals how underlying economic values shape
Taiwan’s climate identity. Within the discourse, Taiwan is presented as struggling to
sufficiently increase and stabilise its supply of green energy, which threatens
semiconductor manufacturing. Increasing the supply of green energy is presented as
important due to the needs of the semiconductor supply chain, rather than for

environmental (confronting climate change) or health (reducing air pollution) reasons.

The omission of another obvious solution to this problem - reducing energy demand by
reducing industrial production - is revealing. This omission not only underscores how
Taiwan’s climate action is assessed according to the needs of the global economy, rather
than ecological or human needs, but also reveals the underlying ideology of growthism

present in the discourse: the need for continued production growth is unquestionable.
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The ecological modernisation discourse pervades the energy quadrilemma discourse,
especially in texts focusing on the renewable energy industry and the semiconductor
industry. Ecological modernization refers to “a restructuring of the capitalist political
economy along more environmentally sound lines, but not in a way that requires an
altogether different kind of political-economic system” (Dryzek, 2013). The central
premise of ecological modernization is that environmentally friendly transitions present
profitable opportunities for businesses. Ecological modernisation ignores potential
limits to growth, taking the existence of the capitalist political economy for granted

(Dryzek, 2013).
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6. Implications of Climate Identity Constructions for Taiwan

The above results have four key implications for Taiwan. Firstly, Taiwan’s climate
identity has been constructed by the international media in diverse ways, with the five
identified identity discourses appearing across newspaper types and countries of
publication. Secondly, spring 2021 marked a key shift in the discourse, demonstrating
how international media coverage of Taiwan develops in response to key events.
Thirdly, the Taiwanese government is positioned as the key actor responsible for
addressing climate change across the discourses, effectively legitimising the Taiwanese
government in the minds of international audiences. Finally, while MOFA’s climate
diplomacy has successfully influenced some of the international media discourses, other
discourses demonstrate the underlying role of international interests, with the result that
Taiwan’s climate identity is often subordinate to its security and economic identities -
especially that of “semiconductor superpower.” These implications are discussed in

detail in the following sections.
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6.1 Taiwan’s Climate Identities have been Constructed in Diverse Ways

This thesis’ investigation into how international media discourses have constructed
Taiwan’s climate identities has uncovered five distinct identities expressed through
discourses: Taiwan as a victim of climate change (discourse of victimisation), as being
excluded from international climate governance (discourse of exclusion), as being a
constructive contributor and collaborator (discourse of contribution), as a laggard
failing to meet expectations (discourse of lagging), and as facing a quadrilemma in

balancing several competing energy concerns (discourse of energy quadrilemmay).

The identification of multiple climate identities present in the discourse supports the
constructivist claim that states can possess multiple - and even contradictory - identities
and expands this claim into the realm of climate identities. How these identities interact
with each other in the discourse - in supportive and contradictory ways - is visualised by

figure 14.

For example, The victimisation and contribution identities are often referenced in the
excluded discourse, to emphasise why Taiwan should be included in the international
climate regime. The victimisation discourse is invoked to demonstrate Taiwan’s need to
learn from others’ experiences to minimise its own climate vulnerability. The
contribution discourse is invoked because it aligns with international climate action, and

because others can learn from Taiwan’s experience and expertise.

The lagging and energy quadrilemma discourses reference the contribution discourse,

but in a way that undermines the contribution identity through positioning Taiwan as
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having strong ambition and potential to contribute to climate change which is not being

met presently. The lagging identity is referenced in the energy quadrilemma discourse

as evidence that Taiwan’s energy transition is facing challenges.
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Contributor

F Encrgy
Ouadrilemma
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Figure 14: Relationships between discourses
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While it is beyond the scope of this research project to conduct a thorough statistical

analysis of how the identities present in discourses from different categories of news

source and different countries differ, several observations can be made. Potential

explanations for these observations are given below, although conventions within the

media landscapes of different countries and news spheres are likely to play a significant

role in the topics covered and the discursive approach used.
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Figure 15: Climate identity discourses by country of publication

Figure 15 shows that there are a similar amount of articles in which contribution is the
dominant discourse published in the US, the UK, and Japan (the three countries with the
most publications), showing that audiences of news from these three countries will
likely be exposed to positive narratives of Taiwan as a contributor to climate action. The
connections between this positive coverage of Taiwan’s climate actions and the overall
stance of the media in these countries towards Taiwan, especially with regards to the

cross-strait relationship, merits further investigation

US publications have the highest occurrence of the lagging and energy quadrilemma
discourses, the two most critical discourses. Out of all the countries included in this
research, the US has the greatest influence on Taiwanese policymaking given the
importance of the bilateral security relationship. As such, the energy quadrilemma
discourse reflects the US’s vested interest in Taiwan’s security issues - including energy
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security. Furthermore, the proposed solutions conveyed by American journalists and

publications may have a more influential role in shaping policy making in Taiwan,

leading to a more critical approach than that taken by publications from other countries.

Japanese publications published significantly fewer articles in which the victim

discourse is dominant. The only Japanese publication included in the study, Nikkei

Asia, is a business-focused publication, and as shown by figure 16, this sub-set of

publications published fewer articles containing the victim discourse overall.

Discourse Across Types Of Publication
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Figure 16: Climate identity discourses by type of publication
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Figure 17: Climate identity discourses across publications

With regards to the type of publication, mainstream articles were dominated by the
victimisation and contribution discourses, and no lagging articles were recorded. This
reflects the global media’s focus on the societal dimensions of climate change and how

humans are working to combat it (Hase et al., 2021).

Articles published in specialised business publications were dominated by the
contribution and energy quadrilemma discourses, likely because the climate action of

the Taiwan government, and both Taiwanese and international companies, and the
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threats posed to the semiconductor industry by Taiwan’s energy quadrilemma most

closely align with the interests of business-focused readers.

The lagging discourse only appears in specialised publications, suggesting that these
publications have more interest in evaluating the success - or otherwise - of energy and
climate policy compared to mainstream publications, showcasing more critical and

analytical approaches.

The discourses present in each publication may also be influenced by the publication’s
overall stance on the cross-strait relationship, such as whether it leans more pro-China
or more pro-Taiwan. Investigating this possibility would require further research into
the positionality of each media publication, such as Zhang’s (2010) analysis of the New
York Times’ coverage of Taiwanese independence, which found the full complexity of
the issue was not covered, but rather interpreted in line with dominant American

interests and themes.

A range of identity discourses appear in articles across time, country of publication, and
type of publication, with no clear overall trends emerging. This implies that
international audiences are exposed to a diverse range of ideas about Taiwan’s climate
identity, regardless of which of these publications they read. There is no universal
understanding of Taiwan’s climate identity, with different - and even competing -
conceptualisations emerging from a range of factors including evolving material

realities and underlying ideological standpoints.
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6.2 Temporal Trends: Discourse Shift Starting in Spring 2021

Figure 18 tracks the appearance of the five discourses over time, in relation to several
key events both within Taiwan and internationally. Spring 2021 (April/May) marks a
key turning point in the discourse. Before spring 2021, the total number of articles
published in a single month never exceeded three, with regular months-long gaps with
no articles published. After spring 2021, there are significantly fewer months where
nothing is published, and multiple months saw publications of three or more articles.
This increase in publishing is the result of several factors, explored below. These factors
show how the international media’s conceptions of Taiwan’s climate identity have

shifted as a result of technological, geopolitical, and social changes.

The global chip shortage was triggered by the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, which
caused a simultaneous increase in demand for and decrease in supply of
semiconductors, as stay-at-home orders led to a surge in demand for electronic devices
such as laptops and iPads, while semiconductor manufacturing sites faced staff
shortages and even closures (Wishart-Smith, 2024). This challenge was intensified by
pre-existing US trade restrictions on China, neon gas shortages caused by the Russian
invasion of Ukraine, and extreme weather related disruptions, notably the 2020-2021
drought in Taiwan. The spike in the victim narrative seen between April - June 2021 is

directly linked to the drought and its impact on Taiwan’s semiconductor industry.
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Figure 18: Timeline of media discourses and key events
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Figure 19 shows how the articles focused on the semiconductor industry only appeared

in the data set starting from summer 2020, with a significant spike in summer 2021,

followed by continued interest in the time period since. This demonstrates how

increased global media interest in semiconductors has contributed to the discourse shift

in coverage of Taiwan and climate-related issues starting in Spring 2021.
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Figure 19: Articles covering the semiconductor industry over time
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In the years since, rapid developments in Al technologies, which rely on advanced

chips, has also led to increased international importance being placed on the

semiconductor supply chain, and subsequently TSMC and Taiwan. A Google trends

search conducted by the author provides supporting evidence by showing interest in the

search terms “TSMC” and “Taiwan chips” increased from 2021, as shown in figures 20

and 21.
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in 1, 2075 Sep 1, 2020

Figure 20: Interest in “TSMC,” 2015-2024 (Google trends, 2025)

in 1, 2015 Sep 1, 2020

Figure 21: Interest in “Taiwan Chips,” 2015-2024 (Google trends, 2025)

US-China tensions escalated during this period, with former Speaker of the House
Nancy Pelosi's August 2022 visit notably intensifying frictions. China responded to the
visit by launching military exercises around Taiwan, and suspending cooperation with
the US on a range of issues - including a climate change working group (Lo, 2022).
These developments thrust Taiwan - in particular, its resilience to a Chinese attack -

back into the media spotlight.
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Finally, anecdotal evidence suggests many foreign journalists relocated to Taiwan
between 2020-2022, when China’s borders were closed due to the Covid-19 pandemic,

consequently leading to an increase in Taiwan-focused reporting (Pape, 2024).

These factors - the chips shortage and subsequent increased interest in semiconductor
supply chains, heightened US-China tensions with Taiwan as a focal point, and the
movement of international journalists to Taiwan as a result of the COVI-19 pandemic -
have all contributed to increasing overall international interest in Taiwan since 2021.
Not only has climate change coverage increased as a result of this new media focus, but
the coverage also reflects these factors, with security and semiconductors becoming key

subjects of climate change reportage - as will be explored in section 6.4.

This increased attention presents both opportunities and challenges for Taiwan’s climate
diplomacy. More attention from the international media, which has historically
overlooked Taiwan (Rawnsley, 2014) means more opportunities to showcase Taiwan’s
climate action to the international public and achieve its goals of increased recognition
and international space. However, it also creates more risks - as seen in the laggard
dialogue. If Taiwan’s climate policy is presented as insufficient, this could undermine
Taiwan’s climate diplomacy by making MOFA narratives less credible to international

audiences.

Aside from the victim discourse, a few other temporal trends emerge. Occurrences of the
laggard discourse significantly increased in the post-summer 2021 period, when
President Tsai’s climate policies - especially the deployment of offshore wind - began to

fail to reach their promised milestones.
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The exclusion discourse remains tied to the month of November in both periods,
demonstrating that Taiwan’s exclusion from the UNFCCC receives most attention when

COPs are underway.
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6.3 Underlying Values: a State-Centric View of Climate Action Bolsters Taiwan’s

Legitimacy

Irrespective of discourses, the vast majority of the collected articles share underlying
values regarding the nature of climate change and how it ought to be addressed. Across
the data, there is an acceptance of anthropogenic climate change as a scientific fact,
although scientific uncertainties about the connection between specific extreme weather
events and climate change persist. This suggests that the overall discourse on climate
change has moved beyond the tendency to position its existence as a “debate” in the
name of balanced reporting, a phenomenon found in many earlier investigations of news
coverage of climate change (e.g. Briiggemann and Engesser, 2017). Instead, climate
change is universally presented as a threat to Taiwan’s society and economy, and human

action is presented as a means to mitigate this risk.

Across the discourses, the responsibility for solving climate change through both
mitigation and adaptation measures is placed on the government in a domestic context
and states in an international context. This legitimises both the international climate

governance system, and the Taiwanese government’s centrality in problem-solving.

Drawing on Entman’s theorisation of the significance of framing as a strategic political
tool, treatment recommendation is of particular relevance to understanding the political
power of discourse (Entman, Matthes, and Pellicano, 2009). By promoting their
preferred course of action as a solution, elites are able to directly encourage support for

(or opposition to) a particular course of (policy) action.
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This logic holds true for discourse analysis: proposed solutions reveal underlying
values. Most of the remedies proposed across the climate identity discourses call for
government action, even when the central actor of a story is industry or citizens. As
such, one of the core underlying values of the collected data is a state-centric approach
to climate action. Positioning the Taiwanese government as the key party responsible
for dealing with climate change imbues it with agency and legitimacy in the minds of

readers.

This state-centric approach also works to legitimise Taiwan as a separate entity to
China, despite the majority of articles not referring to Taiwan as a country, instead using
ambiguous terms like “island.” Many articles also include a small paragraph stating that
the PRC claims Taiwan as part of its sovereign territory, although these sections
generally are not linked to the key content of the text and instead read like a box ticking

exercise for the publication to preclude any pushback from Chinese authorities.

Within this state-centric approach, the figure of the President occupies a central position
across the discourses. Taiwan’s climate policy is frequently linked to President Tsai
Ing-wen (e.g. “Tsai’s energy transition”), connecting her legitimacy with the success (or

otherwise) of these policies in the minds of international audiences.

Similarly, President Lai Ching-te, who’s election coincided with the the last few months
of the data collection period, is positioned as having a central role in shaping the future
direction of Taiwan’s climate policy, with one article directly calling on Lai to “rethink”
the nuclear-free homeland policy (Taiwan's Lai needs to rethink nuclear shutdown plan,

Nikkei Asia, 2024).
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A focus on the President as the primary decision maker suggests that international
audiences may receive an oversimplified picture of Taiwan’s complex political
landscape, in which the histories and priorities of competing political parties, and

factions within political parties are overlooked

Positioning the President in such a central role also risks feeding into the media’s
documented obsession with charismatic climate heroes - in which responsibility for
solving climate change lies with one person (e.g. Greta Thunberg), thereby eliding the

collective responsibility for climate action shared by all members of society.
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6.4 Shaping Taiwan’s Climate Identities: the Effects of MOFA’s Climate

Diplomacy and International Interests

To wunderstand the consequences of Taiwan’s climate diplomacy strategy on
international perceptions of Taiwan, it is useful to compare media discourses with those
promoted by MOFA. Similarities imply that MOFA’s climate diplomacy has had some
influence in shaping international discourses, while divergences suggest the influence of
other interests. Section 6.3.1 explores the varying alignment between the international

and MOFA discourse, while 6.3.2 assesses the role of alternative interests.
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6.4.1 MOFA Discourses

Contribution and exclusion are the two media discourses most closely aligned with
MOFA’s narratives. Articles featuring these discourses often include quotes from

government representatives, consequently directly showcasing government narratives:

“This isn’t fair to Taiwan, which is willing to shoulder the responsibility.”
“We want to be contributors, not trouble-makers” (former Deputy Environment
Minister Shen Chih-hsiu quoted in Taiwan Challenges UN Exclusion on

Sidelines of COP26 Summit, Bloomberg, 2021).

The contribution discourse highlights examples of Taiwanese companies’
climate-friendly innovations (e.g. Taiwan’s Battery-Swapping Stations Now Double As
Mini Power Plants, Bloomberg, 2023; TSMC Leads Rush for Renewables Ahead of
Taiwan Energy Vote, Bloomberg, 2021). Showcasing the private sector’s contributions
to climate action is also a key element of MOFA’s responsible stakeholder identity
discourse (e.g. Taiwan Rides into a Low-Carbon Future [video], 2016), and many of the
companies used as case studies (e.g. Gogoro, TSMC’s RE100 membership) are the

same across both media and MOFA discourses.

Taiwan’s climate targets are often praised as ambitious in the contribution discourse
(e.g. Taiwan steps up climate leadership with ambitious reforms, Nikkei Asia, 2023) and
this discourse also features positive accounts of Taiwan’s development of the offshore
wind sector (e.g. Taiwan's wind industry braves cross-strait risks in clean energy boom,

Reuters, 2023). MOFA’s responsible stakeholder discourse uses these as examples of
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how Taiwan’s domestic policy aligns with the UN climate regime and how Taiwan is
contributing to climate action more broadly (e.g. Riding the Wind [video], 2019; Taiwan

and Renewable Energy: Powering the Planet for a Green Future, MOFA, 2021).

However, MOFA’s constructive partner discourse, which focuses primarily on Taiwan’s
outward action supporting its allies’ climate efforts (e.g. Our Pale Blue Dot [video],
2024), is not evident in the media discourses. In contrast, the contribution discourse
showcases examples of other countries’, and especially foreign companies’, roles in
Taiwan’s energy transition (e.g. Japan's Mitsui, Canada's Northland to build 1 GW
offshore wind farm in Taiwan, Reuters, 2023). This difference highlights that when it
comes to climate collaboration, international media are more interested in showcasing
stories which feature companies of significance to their audience, while Taiwan’s

aid-based climate measures are not considered newsworthy.

The exclusion discourse also aligns with the MOFA discourse that Taiwan is unjustly
excluded from the UN, and thus global climate governance. Many of the articles which
feature this discourse reflect MOFA’s position that this exclusion is not only unfair to
Taiwan, but also undermines the UNFCCC'’s stated goals. In both the media and MOFA
discourses relating to this exclusion, China is identified as the main culprit, and Taiwan

is presented as proactive on climate change despite its exclusion.

Taiwan Day, held in 2021 on the sidelines of COP26 in Glasgow, is an example of a
MOFA event which directly shaped positive news coverage of Taiwan’s climate action.
Coverage of the event (e.g. With Taiwan blocked from U.N. climate talks, its emissions

go uncounted, Washington Post, 2021) aligns with MOFA narratives by emphasising the
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unfairness of Taiwan’s exclusion, presenting Taiwan favourably in comparison to China,
and highlighting Taiwan’s contributions towards climate action. Taiwan’s multi
stakeholder approach to climate diplomacy is also in evidence in coverage of the event,
with quotes from civil society and opposition representatives included in coverage. This
shows that MOFA has successfully been able to shape Taiwan’s climate identity in the

international media in line with its aims.

While Taiwan’s vulnerability to climate is used as one reason why its exclusion for the
UNFCCC is unjust, generally the MOFA discourses employed during the scope of this
research project do not focus on Taiwan’s victimhood. However, many of the collected
media articles contained the victim discourse, focusing on the challenges climate change
poses to Taiwan’s society and economy. These articles are often critical of the
Taiwanese government’s preparedness and responses to climate change-related
disasters. Contrasting presentations of the 2009 Typhoon Morakot highlight in MOFA

and media discourses illustrate these differences.

Typhoon Morakot’s devastating impacts on Taiwan lead to an increased emphasis on
climate diplomacy in the Ma era, with Ma referencing the disaster to highlight Taiwan’s
vulnerability to climate change and advocate for meaningful participation in the
UNFCCC. (Chen, 2020). However, since that period, climate diplomacy narratives
have not focused on Taiwan’s victimhood. A focus on Taiwan’s vulnerability was not a
compelling narrative for international audiences as Taiwan’s more developed economy
puts it in a better position to recover from climate-change related disasters compared to

its neighbours in Southeast Asia.
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Instead, Taiwan’s climate diplomacy discourses have increasingly moved towards an
emphasis on Taiwan’s agency and ability to contribute towards global climate action (as
exemplified by the “Taiwan Can Help” slogan). The impacts of Typhoon Morakot are
explicitly discussed in the 2017 MOFA video Change begins in the heartland, although
the narrative foregrounds Taiwan’s success in recovering and rebuilding from the
disaster, and positions Taiwan’s experience as an example other countries could learn

from.

Change begins in the heartland (2017) presents an uplifting version of events, in which
an impacted community has successfully - and sustainably - rebuilt after Morakot. In
contrast, the article Marooned by Morakot: Indigenous Taiwanese typhoon survivors
long to return home (Climate Home News, 2021) presents the Taiwanese government as
overlooking the needs of an Indigenous community impacted by the typhoon, leaving

them stranded away from their original homes years after the disaster.

The lagging and energy quadrilemma discourses also portray Taiwan’s climate action in
a very different light to the discourses employed by MOFA. The international media
identities have been constructed in response to different material realities which have
evolved over time. This is most clearly seen through a comparison between the
contribution and lagging narratives. When the Tsai administration announced its climate
and renewable energy targets, these were widely praised as ambitious, and Taiwan was
positioned as a positive contributor to global climate action. However, when Taiwan
began to miss these targets, especially in the case of renewable energy development,

there was a discourse shift towards the lagging and energy quadrilemma identities.
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Such a shift in the discourse reaffirms the argument made by Tseng et. al (2023) that
Taiwan’s bid for meaningful participation in international climate governance is a
“doomed prospect” as long as the gap between overcommitted contributions and
ineffective governance remains. For Taiwan to achieve its goal of greater international
recognition through its contributions to climate action, ambitious targets are not
sufficient - they must be matched by tangible progress, including emissions reductions

and renewable energy deployment.
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6.4.2 International Interests and Values

The discrepancies between the MOFA and international media discourses presents an
opportunity to unpack the international interests and values which also shape
representations of Taiwan’s climate identity. Interests include: a desire to encourage
readers to take action against climate change by highlighting its devastating impacts and
risks; promoting nuclear energy; linking climate change to economic and security

dimensions.

As noted above, many of the articles portray Taiwan as a victim of climate change,
while MOFA narratives do not communicate this identity. The human-centric aspect of
the victimisation discourse contains many examples of emotionally resonant language
(explored in more detail in section 5.1 above), highlighting the significant negative
impact of climate change on vulnerable communities. The economy-centric aspect uses
the language of risk to underline the potential threats climate change poses to Taiwan’s

semiconductor industry, and subsequently global supply chains.

Representing Taiwan as a climate victim is part of a wider discourse which aims to
highlight the impacts of climate change to readers in an attempt to encourage them to
take action against it. This is achieved through an appeal to morality, by evoking
sympathetic responses to the plights of others, and through appeals to more
self-interested reasons by connecting climate change to economic and technological

risks.
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Another interest shaping the portrayal of Taiwan’s climate identity can be revealed
through an examination of a recurring treatment recommendation, which, as discussed
above, can help uncover elite influences. One recurring solution proposed for Taiwan’s
energy quadrilemma is to reverse the Nuclear Free Homeland policy. This proposed
remedy reveals the underlying pro-nuclear values which are being communicated to
international audiences in an attempt to influence the Taiwanese government. The
reasons behind the promotion of pro-nuclear values merit further analysis which is
beyond the scope of this research, but could be linked to the vested economic interests
of the international nuclear industry and countries which wish to export nuclear

technology.

In many cases, Taiwan’s climate identity is subordinate to its economic and security
identities in international discourses. From the collected data, it is clear that economic
(primarily related to semiconductors) and security topics drive international media
interest in Taiwan, with climate change related issues increasingly viewed through these
lenses. Taiwan’s climate policy, especially with regards to energy generation, is

frequently discussed in relation to economics and national security.

Taiwan’s renewable energy policy is discussed primarily through an economic lens,
with other issues such as the impacts of offshore wind development on fishing
communities and marine wildlife overlooked. Renewable energy development in
Taiwan is frequently presented in the discourse as creating opportunities for foreign
companies to profit, as seen through the “stepping stone” metaphor (see section 5.3

above).
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This economic focus is likely a result of the editorial interests driving the angle of the
articles, especially for business focused publications. It underscores that international
interest in Taiwan’s climate action often revolves around the economic interests of
publication countries, including how their companies might benefit from Taiwan’s

climate policies or, conversely, how those policies could threaten business interests.

The security dimensions of energy issues frequently appear in international media
coverage. Taiwan’s energy transition towards renewables and natural gas and away from
nuclear is often securitised, including how the transition could increase Taiwan’s
vulnerability to Chinese hostility in the form of a blockade and suggestions for
mitigating this increased vulnerability. A less direct but still potent impact of Taiwan’s
energy transition is also explored in the discourse: the potential weakening of the

“silicon shield.”

The “silicon shield” theory argues that Taiwan’s critical role in global semiconductor
production helps deter Chinese aggression, as any disruption to Taiwan’s chip output
would have severe global economic impacts, likely prompting intervention from major
powers like the United States. With regards to climate change and the energy transition,
the discourse highlights the potential threat to Taiwan’s security if semiconductor
manufacturers relocate outside of Taiwan due to insufficient water supply or an

insufficient and unstable supply of green energy.

This not only reflects a broader trend towards a focus on non-traditional security threats
but also suggests that Taiwan’s precarious security status is a dominant identity to which

other identities, such as climate identities, are subordinate. Interestingly, the potential
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security impacts of climate change more broadly (e.g. strain on the military responding
to increased weather etc) are underexplored in the media discourses. This suggests that
Taiwan is primarily viewed with regards to its position in the US-China relationship and
its importance to global semiconductor supply chains, with its national security viewed

in these terms.

The international interests discussed above not only influence how global audiences
perceive Taiwan’s climate identity, but can also be seen as an attempt to influence
Taiwan’s policy. This is made evident in articles which directly address Taiwan’s leaders
(e.g. Taiwan's Lai needs to rethink nuclear shutdown plan, Nikkei Asia, 2024) but is
also inherent in articles which suggest a particular course of action to be taken by the

government.

While it is unclear to what extent media discourse has an impact on policy outcomes, in
comparison to direct diplomacy and official exchanges, Lai’s recent actions, including
considering keeping nuclear energy as an emergency energy source and agreeing to
increased gas imports from the US, seem to directly respond to some of the suggestions

made in the media discourses.

Interactions between Taiwan’s climate diplomacy discourses and international media
discourses are complex, with both sides attempting to use discourses of Taiwan’s
climate identity to influence the other. MOFA directly tries to influence international
media portrayals of Taiwan’s climate action, while the media employs specific - often
critical - portrayals of Taiwan to attempt to influence the Taiwan’s government to adopt

preferred policy approaches.
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7. Conclusion: Insights and Opportunities for Taiwan’s Climate Diplomacy

Much of the existing literature concerned with states’ climate identities and approaches
to climate diplomacy explore these topics primarily through their engagement in the
main forum for global climate governance: UNFCCC COP negotiations. By taking
Taiwan as its object of study, this thesis presents an alternative approach to investigating
the climate identities of states, including those excluded from the UN regime, by
focusing on the internal and external discourses which shape these identities in the

minds of international audiences.

The following sections review the major findings of this thesis, before sharing some

potential policy learnings and directions for future research.
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7.1 Major Findings

To understand Taiwan’s official approach to climate diplomacy, including tools and
narratives, a contextual review of English-language MOFA documents and videos was
conducted. 19 documents and 12 videos were reviewed (listed in appendices one and
two). Through these communications with international audiences, MOFA attempts to
construct a climate identity for Taiwan which presents it as a responsible stakeholder
aligned with the UN climate regime, who uses its technology leadership and innovation
to assist other countries as a constructive partner, and despite these efforts is unfairly

excluded from the UNFCCC.

A discourse analysis of 138 articles from 26 digital publications originating from six
countries, spanning the ten year period between 2015-2024 was conducted to
understand how Taiwan’s climate identity is constructed in international media. This
analysis revealed five climate identities constructed in the discourse. The five identities
uncovered by the analysis - victimisation, exclusion, contribution, lagging, and energy

quadrilemma - are summarised below.

The victimisation identity presents Taiwan as grappling with the challenges presented
by climate change, with a particular focus on the struggles faced by people and the
semiconductor industry. Extreme weather events, primarily droughts and typhoons,
which disrupt lives and livelihoods are the central events of this discourse. The
2020-2021 drought emerges as a critical discourse moment, with the discourse

subsequently shifting towards greater focus on the threats climate change poses to the
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chip industry, alongside the impacts on farmers, Indigenous tribes, and ordinary

citizens.

Emotionally resonant language is used to emphasise the plight of these last three groups,
as they face fear, uncertainty, and the loss of ways of life. People-centric stories that
center the experiences of these groups are used to illustrate the shared global moral

imperative to effectively address climate change.

Articles which centre the impact of climate change on industrial production embody a
different value: that of the importance of continued economic growth. From this
ideological standpoint, the importance of Taiwan to the world is explicitly linked to its

position in semiconductor supply chains

Across people-centric and economic-centric articles, the Taiwanese government is
positioned as the actor responsible for addressing climate change and its resulting
impacts, legitimating both the central role of the state in climate action and the
sovereignty of the Taiwanese government. However, this also raises reputational
challenges for the government, as Indigenous communities and farmers are presented as
feeling neglected by the government, which is seen as prioritizing industrial interests -

particularly the semiconductor sector - over their needs.

The exclusion identity presents Taiwan as being blocked from participation in the
UNFCCC because of China’s influence. UNFCCC COPs are the central event in this

discourse, although the discourse does extend to other examples of Taiwan’s exclusion
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from international climate collaboration. Nation states are the central actors in this

discourse, with Taiwan and China positioned in an antagonistic relationship.

Pro-Taiwan values underpin much of the exclusion discourse, presenting its exclusion as
unfair, and even as undermining the goals of the UNFCCC. China is negatively framed
as “blocking” Taiwan’s participation. While Chinese perspectives are included through
quotes from officials, Taiwan’s cause is made more sympathetic by the inclusion of
perspectives from a wider range of actors, including youth COP delegates. Through
these quotes, and other emotionally resonant language, audiences are encouraged to

empathise with Taiwan’s situation.

Furthermore, Taiwan’s bid for inclusion in UN climate talks is made credible by
presenting Taiwan as committed to climate action from the highest levels, demonstrated
by the inclusion of Presidential quotes, and across partisan lines, through the inclusion
of quotes from both DPP and KMT representatives. Repeated references to Taiwan’s
democratic status not only emphasise the contrast between Taiwan and China but also

align Taiwan with global democratic values.

The contribution identity presents Taiwan as contributing towards climate action both
domestically (e.g. through ambitious climate targets and renewable energy investments)
and internationally (e.g. through collaboration with other countries). While the central
objects and actors in this discourse are highly varied, the underpinning narrative
positions Taiwan as being an example that other countries can learn from. The 2021

announcement of Taiwan’s 2050 net-zero goal, followed by the passage of the 2023

135
doi:10.6342/NTU202501242



Climate Law are central events in the discourse, positioning Taiwan as a key player in

regional climate policy.

International collaboration at the country level is often speculative, highlighting
examples of how partnerships between Taiwan and countries including the US,
Australia, and India, could provide mutual benefit, with the other countries able to learn
from Taiwan’s experience and expertise. Foreign firms' involvement in Taiwan’s energy
system as a result of its energy transition is presented as a more tangible form of
international collaboration, in which Taiwan’s offshore wind energy development policy
is seen as an opportunity for foreign companies to develop their experience, prepare for
expansion into the rest of Asia, and most importantly, make a profit. These articles are
underpinned by an ideology of ecological modernization, which focuses on
restructuring the capitalist economy to align with environmental sustainability,

emphasizing the profitability of this transition (Dryzek, 2013).

Taiwanese companies in other sectors are presented as trailblazers, innovating solutions
for both climate mitigation and adaptation. The semiconductor industry is presented as
of central importance in driving climate action both within Taiwan and across the global
industry. Other examples of Taiwan’s contributions to climate innovation include
electric scooter company Gogoro, Swancor’s development of a cutting-edge material
which will enable wind turbine blades to be recycled, and Buddhist organisation’s

approach to environmental education.

The lagging discourse presents Taiwan’s climate action as insufficient compared to its

own targets and to other countries. Taiwan’s laggard identity often appears as a
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secondary discourse in articles where the dominant discourse is victimisation or energy
quadrilemma. The risks of this insufficient progress are mainly framed in terms of
threatening economic and industrial development. Taiwan’s insufficient progress
towards its climate and energy transition goals is the key object of this discourse.
Central actors in the discourse can be divided into those responsible for Taiwan’s
unsatisfactory progress, and those affected by it. In the first group is the Taiwanese
government, whose policies are blamed for stagnating progress, and in the second are
renewable energy developers who are presented as struggling to align with policies, and
consequently the semiconductor industry who lack sufficient renewable energy as a

result.

2021 was a turning point in which articles covering Taiwan’s offshore wind energy
industry shifted away from the contribution discourse towards the lagging discourse,
with Taiwan’s progress towards its wind power goals presented as insufficient - and
even as in crisis. Policy missteps are positioned as the main reason for this situation,
with significant blame being placed on the local content requirement regulation,
reflecting the viewpoints of international companies. The responsibility and ability to

solve this issue is assigned to the Taiwanese government.

The energy quadrilemma discourse presents Taiwan as facing difficulties balancing
competing priorities: the energy transition towards renewables, nuclear phaseout,
increasing energy demand from (the semiconductor) industry, and national security.
This discourse primarily focuses on risk, highlighting Taiwan’s vulnerability and the
potential consequences of failing to resolve this quadrilemma, while proposing various

approaches to address the issue. The key risk is Taiwan’s potential inability to meet
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growing energy demand, particularly for green energy, in the face of rising energy
demand from industry, which threatens the semiconductor industry and subsequently

national security.

The lagging discourse is evoked alongside blackouts (such as those that occurred in
summer 2022) to demonstrate that Taiwan’s current energy transition and nuclear
phaseout strategies, both explicitly linked to President Tsai Ing-wen, are insufficient and
risky. Nuclear energy is presented as a political issue, and support for nuclear energy
dominates this discourse, as seen through the overall omission of any anti-nuclear
perspectives and the promotion of the continued use of nuclear energy as a solution to

the quadrilemma.

With regards to the risks of energy shortages, the energy quadrilemma discourse is
mainly concerned with economic and national security risks, rather than the impacts on
other areas such as households. The semiconductor industry is presented as the primary
actor threatened by the energy quadrilemma, with the energy transition presented as a
challenge to increased semiconductor production. This reveals the underlying ideology
of growthism: that there should be no limits to industrial and economic growth, with

decarbonisation of secondary importance to growth.

The risks posed by the energy quadrilemma to the semiconductor industry are also
presented as a threat to national security through the silicon shield concept - the idea
that Taiwan’ semiconductor industry is of such global importance that any threat to it
(i.e. from a Chinese invasion) will be intolerable to the US. Furthermore, increased

reliance on imported fossil fuels is also presented as a risk to national security,
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increasing Taiwan's vulnerability to Chinese interference, including naval blockades.
Again, nuclear energy is the dominant solution presented in the discourse. Recent
announcements that President Lai is considering the use of nuclear energy as an
emergency backup and importing green energy from neighbouring countries suggests
that the energy quadrilemma discourse has had some influence on political decision

making.

Identifying these five discourses reveals that Taiwan’s climate identity has been
constructed in diverse ways, supporting the constructivist claim that states possess
multiple identities. These identities are not necessarily independent of each other, but
can be evoked to support, or undermine, other identities. As Taiwan’s identities are
constructed in diverse ways across time, countries, and types of newspapers, global

audiences are exposed to a range of portrayals of Taiwan.

2021 is a defining turning point for the construction of Taiwan’s climate identities. Not
only were significantly more articles relating to Taiwan and climate change published
from 2021-2024 in comparison to 2015-2020, but other discursive shifts also occurred,
including the shift towards more economic-centric focus in the victimisation discourse
after the 2021 drought and the emergence of the lagging discourse as Taiwan moved
from an era of policy announcements to an era of insufficient progress towards its

climate goals.

Several factors influenced this discourse shift in 2021. The global chip shortage
triggered by the COVID-19 pandemic brought the semiconductor industry - and

subsequently Taiwan - to international attention. Global interest in the semiconductor
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supply chain also led to increased concern over the impacts of climate change - such as
the drought - and Taiwan’s energy transition could have on future production. The
pandemic also led to more international journalists being located in Taiwan as China

imposed strict border restrictions.

Furthermore, this time period also coincided with worsening relations between the US
and China, with Taiwan’s role in this fraught relationship brought into the spotlight
thanks to the visit of former Speaker of the US House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi

in August 2022, which intensified tensions between the two powers.

These combined geopolitical, economic, and social factors created a turning point in
how international media reported on Taiwan, with increased coverage of climate issues
and a shift towards including economic and security narratives in climate coverage.
Increased media attention presents opportunities for Taiwan to promote its climate
action to international audiences, but also risks international criticism as demonstrated
by the lagging discourse, and increased external pressure to change policy direction on

issues such as nuclear energy.

Across the discourses, climate change is presented as a problem which can primarily be
addressed through state-led policy making. These underlying state-centric values not
only legitimate the current international climate governance model, but also boost
Taiwan’s legitimacy as a state in the minds of readers. Taiwan’s climate action is also
strongly linked with Presidential legitimacy, boosting - or undermining - the President’s

international reputation.
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Through comparison with the MOFA-propagated discourses, it is clear that international
media constructions of Taiwan’s international climate identities are influenced by both
MOFA’s climate diplomacy narratives and other international interests. The contribution
and exclusion discourses strongly align with the MOFA discourses, showing that
Taiwan’s climate diplomacy approach has had some success in shaping its international

climate identity.

However, the victimisation, lagging, and energy quadrilemma discourses reveal how
other international interests work to shape Taiwan’s climate identity. The victimisation
discourse works to encourage audiences to take action on climate change, while the
lagging discourse aims to influence the Taiwanese government. The energy
quadrilemma discourse not only pushes nuclear energy as a solution, but also highlights
that Taiwan’s international climate identity remains subordinate to its economic and
security identities. Climate issues are frequently presented through the lens of the
semiconductor supply chain and the Chinese threat to national security, topics which

dominate external interest in Taiwan.
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7.2 Learnings for Enhancing Taiwan’s Global Climate Diplomacy

The following recommendations could assist Taiwan in bolstering its international

climate identity.

Firstly, there is a need to bridge the gap between climate ambitions and action, to
effectively counter the lagging discourse and increase the credibility of existing MOFA
discourses. Tseng et. al (2023, 4) argue that this gap exists as “appropriateness logic has
so far dominated Taiwan’s climate action,” meaning climate policies have been
promulgated primarily as an attempt to cultivate a particular identity as part of its
aspiration of international participation. As a result, policy consequences have been
ignored, leading to ineffective policy implementation. This gap has also led to the
failure of politicians and government to implement the mitigation and adaptation
measures recommended by climate change research projects undertaken in Taiwan (Lee

et. al, 2021).

As the lagging discourse demonstrates, this approach has been somewhat self-defeating:
Taiwan’s perceived inability to match its ambition with material action has led to
negative coverage in international media, as embodied in the /agging discourse.
Taiwan’s development of the blue carbon ecosystem measure provides one example of
how effective governance which is not only concerned with international reputation but
also with effective policy outcomes can deliver increased opportunities for meaningful

international participation and recognition for Taiwan (Tseng et. al, 2023).
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Secondly, as China is often presented as an emerging climate leader, Taiwan needs to
prove its own climate credentials in its climate diplomacy narratives in alternative ways,
as it is challenging to out-perform China on topics such as renewable energy investment
due to the issue of scale. Highlighting the differences between Taiwan and China’s
climate governance approaches is one way to differentiate the two. Guy et al. (2023)
characterise Taiwan as a climate technocracy, exhibiting “high levels of state capacity
and research body autonomy, as well as substantial policymaking authority afforded to

climate-motivated bureaucrats” (Guy et al.,, 2023, 190). In contrast, China is
characterised as a climate developmentalist which has attempted to incorporate “climate

mitigation measures into broader schemes for state-led development” (ibid).

The success of Audrey Tang, Taiwan’s Cyber Ambassador-at-large and previously the
first Digital Minister of Taiwan, in promoting digital democracy to international
audiences suggests one way forward: showcasing Taiwan’s cutting-edge approaches to

democratic participation (Huang, 2023).

From a climate perspective, this could be achieved by highlighting the success of
Taiwan’s 2020 “Energy White Paper” which harnessed collective social momentum
through citizen engagement and other collaborative measures, part of Taiwan’s
“paradigm shift” towards including social factors in the energy transition, (Lin, quoted
in Wu, 2025). By enhancing the democratization of Taiwan’s climate action - such as
through a greater emphasis on deliberative democracy - Taiwan can showcase the
advantages of democratic governance in addressing climate change, contrasting it with

authoritarianism, through its diplomatic efforts.
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Thirdly, leveraging Taiwan’s dominant position in the semiconductor supply chain and
potential leadership in the Al era in climate diplomacy narratives will likely bring
increased international attention to Taiwan. This interest already exists, as seen through
articles presenting TSMC as a trailblazer in renewable energy development (as explored
in section 5.3, e.g.: TSMC Commits To 100% Clean Power, Pressuring Chipmaker
Rivals To Follow Suit, Forbes, 2020). Taiwan’s government has already strategically
utilized the semiconductor industry as a form of leverage and soft power, enabling the
expansion and strengthening of unofficial ties, and subsequently reinforcing Taiwan’s
legitimacy (Chiu, 2024). Integrating the semiconductor industry could bolster the appeal
of Taiwan’s climate diplomacy. The recent “chip in with Taiwan” slogan suggests this

approach is beginning to be adopted by MOFA.

Finally, Taiwan is in a unique position to demonstrate the security benefits of proactive
climate and energy policies to the world. Lin, writing in as early as 2008, recognised
the need for Taiwan to elevate its strategic approach by considering climate change from
a national security perspective (Lin, 2008, 173). While some steps have been taken in
this direction, such as President Lai’s establishment of the National Committee on
Climate Change, this strategic approach has not yet been highlighted in Taiwan’s public
climate diplomacy efforts. By positioning energy security as a fundamental aspect of
national security, Taiwan can leverage international interest in its security to gain more
attention for its climate actions while also demonstrating the co-benefits of climate

action to the world.
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7.3 Empirical and Theoretical Contributions

Empirically, this research has revealed the diverse and often conflicting ways Taiwan’s
climate identities are constructed in international media discourses, highlighting their
implications for its global image. A key contribution of these findings is the provision
of insights for the enhancement of Taiwan’s climate diplomacy strategy. Beyond filling
a significant gap in political research into Taiwan and climate change, this research
underscores the transformative potential of strategic climate action in redefining

Taiwan’s role on the international stage.

Theoretically, this research provides an alternative approach to studying the outcomes of
climate diplomacy through investigating external climate identity constructions. While
much of the existing research on states’ climate roles and identities focuses on their
behaviour during UNFCCC climate negotiations, by selecting Taiwan as a case study
this research has adopted a novel approach. Analysing the discourses present in
international news coverage of a country’s climate actions provides rich insights into
identity construction, and identities differ across topics, time, and publications due to a

range of factors.
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7.4 Directions for Future Research

Future research could further explore the roles and motivations of specific actors in
shaping Taiwan’s climate identity, with a particular focus on journalists. Investigating
how and why journalists develop specific narratives about Taiwan’s climate action
could provide deeper insights into the media’s role in constructing and perpetuating
identity discourses. For instance, exploring the material role of MOFA and other
governmental bodies in shaping journalist’s perspectives of Taiwan - for example
through the influence of official press tours, or due to the increased presence of
journalists in Taiwan due to the COVID-19 pandemic - would be a valuable extension

of this research.

Another promising line of inquiry lies in further examining the international interests
which shape discourses surrounding Taiwan’s identity. For example, it would be
interesting to uncover the motivations behind the promotion of nuclear power in many
of the articles examined in this thesis. Are these narratives driven by vested economic
interests, for example the US’s desire to expand the adoption of small-scale modular
reactors (Musaddique, 2025)? Similarly, a broader investigation into how environmental
reportage is shaped by the overarching positions of specific media on the Taiwan-China
relationship would reveal how broader geopolitical attitudes shape coverage of climate
issues and answer the question of why the discourses uncovered in this research have

emerged.

Research into actual public perceptions of Taiwan’s climate action across diverse

countries and demographic groups would allow a greater understanding of how public
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opinion is shaped by the discourses identified in this research. This would add an
important dimension of the intersections between public opinion and climate diplomacy:
how do perceptions of Taiwan’s climate action influence its ability to engage
internationally through diplomatic exchanges, trade partnerships, and other forms of

international collaboration?

Finally, this thesis provides a foundation for comparative research into domestic and
international media coverage of Taiwan’s climate action. Such a comparison could
uncover how these two media spheres interact, and potentially identify factors driving

differences in narrative framing.
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Appendix One: MOFA Documents

TET
Document Title URL Publication Ref\Lréncg
Date Code

ROC Ministry of Foreign Affairs holds 2016 UNFCCC NGO https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Con | 2016-09-05 MOFA 2016

Forum tent.aspx?n=1331&s=34234

MOFA hosts seminar on climate diplomacy, low-carbon https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Con | 2016-08-18 MOFA 2016A

development tent.aspx?n=1328&sms=273&s=
33836

Combating Climate Change-Taiwan Can Help https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News Con | 2018-09-13 MOFA 2018
tent.aspx?n=1575&s=34810

The right to live in a stable climate https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Con | 2018-12 MOFA 2018A
tent.aspx?n=1578&s=34846

Seminar on Climate Change and Sustainable Development https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News Con | 2019-07 MOFA 2019
tent.aspx?n=1578&s=91734

Combating Climate Change—Taiwan Can Help https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News Con | 2019-10-31 MOFA 2019A
tent.aspx?n=1575&s=95254

Ministry of Foreign Affairs releases short film ‘Riding the Wind’, https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Con | 2019-11-25 MOFA 2019B

on Taiwan’s implementation of the United Nations Framework tent.aspx?n=1331&s=91705

Convention on Climate Change

Protecting the Earth from ecological crisis https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News Con | 2019-07-17 MOFA 2019C
tent.aspx?n=1578&s=34848

MOFA supports EQPF participation in the Green Cross https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News Con | 2019-10 MOFA 2019D
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https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1331&s=34234
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1328&sms=273&s=33836
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1328&sms=273&s=33836
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1328&sms=273&s=33836
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1575&s=34810
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1575&s=34810
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1578&s=34846
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1578&s=34846
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1578&s=91734
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1578&s=91734
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1575&s=95254
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1575&s=95254
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1331&s=91705
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1331&s=91705
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1578&s=34848
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1578&s=34848
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1578&sms=322&s=91731

International biennial meeting tent.aspx?n=1578&sms=322 &s=

91731
Taiwan and Renewable Energy: Powering the Planet for a Green https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Con | 2021-11-02 MOFA 2021
Future tent.aspx?n=1575&s=96852
Opening remarks by Minister Jaushieh Joseph Wu at the GCTF https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News Con | 2021-08-11 MOFA 2021A
virtual conference—Green Energy: A Way to a Clean and tent.aspx?n=1575&sms=321&s=
Sustainable Earth 96421
MOFA rebuttal to false claim at COP27 by China’s Special https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Con | 2022-11-10 MOFA 2022
Representative for Climate Change Affairs, Xie Zhenhua, that n xn=1328&s=9901
China made appropriate arrangements for Taiwan to participate in
climate change process
MOFA and NGO jointly hold Climate Justice Leaders’ Seminar, https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Con | 2022-03-15 MOFA 2022A
share Taiwanese women'’s efforts in fighting climate change tent.aspx?n=1331&s=97563
TaiwanlCDF holds high-profile side events and exhibitions at Our | https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Con [ 2022-04-15 MOFA 2022B
Ocean Conference in Palau tent.aspx?n=1328&s=97711
Opening remarks by Minister Jaushieh Joseph Wu at the 2023 https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Con | 2023-07-19 MOFA 2023
Pacific Climate Change Forum tent.aspx?n=1575&s=115136
Climate Action with Taiwan https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Con | 2023-10-02 MOFA 2023A

tent.aspx?n=1575&s=116263
MOFA sincerely thanks Germany for speaking up for Taiwan at https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Con | 2023-12-20 MOFA 2023B
UNFCCC COP28 closing plenary session tent.aspx?n=1328&s=116206
Public, private Taiwanese actors participate in UNFCCC COP28, https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Con | 2023-12-15 MOFA 2023C
highlight Taiwan’s contribution to net-zero world tent.aspx?n=1329&s=116190
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https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1575&s=96852
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https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1575&s=115136
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1575&s=115136
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1575&s=116263
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1575&s=116263
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1328&s=116206
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1328&s=116206
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1329&s=116190
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1329&s=116190

Prerecorded opening remarks by Minister Jaushieh Joseph Wu for
the screening of the documentary film Melting Greenland

https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News Con

tent.aspx?n=1575&sms=321&s=
116273

2023-09-25

MOFA 2023D
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https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1575&sms=321&s=116273
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Appendix Two: Trending Taiwan Videos

Title

Upload Date

URL

Y kAR

Shedding Light on Taiwan’s Solar Energy
Sector

September 18, 2015

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SofY MxniYrQ&list=PLo3wVO5
SvL6hG71Ycb2-9Mh4ZvIVOVMpM &index=16

Taiwan Rides into a Low-Carbon Future

Feb 2, 2016

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bMPsStCuVs&list=PL.o3wVO5
SvL6hG71Y cb2-9Mh4ZvIVOVMpM&index=15

Taiwan a partner for a better world

September 1, 2017

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lapVhuVvz20&list=PL0o3wVO5S
vL6hG71Y cb2-9Mh4ZvIVOVMpM&index=14

Change begins in the heartland

November 3, 2017

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRW90Q2R9y8g&list=PL.o3wVO
5SvL6hG71Y cb2-9Mh4ZvIVQVMpM&index=13

An SDG a day

September 7, 2018

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxjAQgqDPMGI&list=PLo3wVO
SSvL6hG71Ycb2-9Mh4ZvIVOVMpM&index=12

A promise to the Land

Nov 5, 2018

https: W t m/watch?v=4KUrOM
SvL6hG71Ycb2-9Mh4ZvIVOVMpM&index=2

Y &list=PL

Riding the wind

Dec 5, 2019

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=90GisHmvhnE&list=PL.o3wVO5
SvL6hG71Y cb2-9Mh4ZvIVOVMpM &index=9

A QGreen Promised Land

November, 2021

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdGp41YJHFU&list=PLo3wVO5
SvL6hG71Y cb2-9Mh4ZvIVOVMpM&index==8

Building better, building green Feb 18, 2022 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SR6DYWCJZQE&list=PLo3wV
O5SvL6hG71Y cb2-9Mh4ZvIVQVMpM&index=6
Pathway to net-zero Nov 7, 2022 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KhELyiMvA fk&list=PLo3wVO5

SvL6hG71Ycb2-9Mh4ZvIVOVMpM&index=>5
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SofYMxniYrQ&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=16
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SofYMxniYrQ&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=16
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bMPsStCuVs&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bMPsStCuVs&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lapVhuVvz20&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lapVhuVvz20&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRW9Q2R9y8g&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=13
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRW9Q2R9y8g&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=13
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxjAQqDPMGI&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxjAQqDPMGI&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4KUr0MqJyeY&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4KUr0MqJyeY&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9oGisHmvhnE&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9oGisHmvhnE&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdGp41YJHFU&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdGp41YJHFU&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SR6DYWCJZQE&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SR6DYWCJZQE&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KhELyiMvAfk&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KhELyiMvAfk&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=5

Green action Taiwan !

Nov 23, 2023

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=06fbCI5Igfl&list=PL.o3wVO5Sv
L6hG71Y cb2-9Mh4ZvIVOVMpM&index=4

Our Pale Blue Dot

Nov 11, 2024

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0uwrV2q2JY c&list=PLo3wVO35
SvL6hG71Y cb2-9Mh4ZvIVOVMpM&index=3
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=06fbCI5IqfI&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=06fbCI5IqfI&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0uwrV2q2JYc&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0uwrV2q2JYc&list=PLo3wVO5SvL6hG7lYcb2-9Mh4ZvlVQVMpM&index=3

Appendix Three: Corpus of Analysed Articles

ID | Publication | Headline Publication Date | Author Website link
Taiwan: The 'God Flower' vanishing https://www.bbe.co.uk/news/w
L|BBC because of climate change December 7, 2023 | Nuala McGovern orld-asia-67342419
Typhoon Doksuri: Taiwan cancels . https://www.bbec.com/news/wo
2 |BBC Han Kuang military drills July 25,2023 Derek Cai rld-asia-66286479
3 BBC Why 'the v'vorld should pay attention April 20,2021 ' Cindy Sui https:{/www.bbc.com/news/wo
to Taiwan's drought rld-asia-
https://www.bloomberg.com/n
Taiwan’s Banks Face Mandatory Miaojung Lin and ews/articles/2022-06-08/taiwa
4 Bloomberg Climate Stress Tests Next Year June 8, 2022 Chien-Hua Wan n-s-banks-face-mandatory-cli
mate-stress-tests-next-year
https://www.bloomberg.com/n
Taiwan Challenges UN Exclusion Miaojung Lin and ews/articles/2021-11-06/taiwa
> Bloomberg on Sidelines of COP26 Summit November 6, 2021 Samson Ellis n-challenges-un-exclusion-on-
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