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Abstract

This article explores the structural difficulties in the preservation of cultural
heritage in Taiwan, discusses the official policies and the practice of the private
preservation movement in Lukang, and explores the evolution of the system,
including the planning of historic monument preservation areas to the Cultural
Assets Preservation Act. The basic legal regulation system, and finally the recent

policy of subsidizing the renovation of old private buildings.

Potential cultural assets are often described as being subject to fire (arson) in
the middle of the night. For a long time, cultural assets and construction-related
fields have focused on the technical aspects of restoration. However, this has not
touched on the core issue, which is why the owners insist on demolishing potential

cultural assets?

The tradition of urban sociology focuses on the phenomenon of skyrocketing
real estate prices caused by urban regimes pursuing urban economic growth. After
experiencing the cultural turn, it began to pay attention to the new way of capital
accumulation, which is to create cultural landscapes through the revival of local
traditions. It can be said that the state paradoxically affirms the real estate
governance logic of supporting owners to demolish old buildings for
redevelopment, and the cultural governance logic of owners retaining old buildings
to construct cultural landscapes and stimulate cultural consumption. On the other
hand, urban social movement theory focuses on grassroots local residents and
lower-class workers maintaining the cultural difference and uniqueness of space
through resistance movements, highlighting the subjectivity of activists and owners
who advocate preservation. This study intends to combine the analysis of
macroeconomic changes in the political and economic environment and the power
of bottom-up citizen movements, and incorporate the positions and interactions of
different actors to describe the face of the cultural assets field, thus developing
three main problematics : First of all, how do the owners of private cultural assets
interact with local governments, local citizen groups, and intermediaries (including
builders and brokers)? Second, what are the key factors that determine whether an
owner should preserve or not preserve the building? Third, what mobilization

processes are needed to preserve private cultural assets?

This article finds that although the analysis of political economy still has

ix
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explanatory power and is mostly applicable to old urban centers with high
economic potential, in rural areas represented by Lukang, the owners do not
necessarily fully favor development and refute preservation. On the contrary, The
reason for abandoning the idea of preservation is because the threshold for cultural
heritage preservation is too high, including the unpredictability of the current
implementation of cultural heritage preservation, the difficulty of integration due to
complex property rights, the distribution of repair deductibles, etc. In addition,
whether to preserve or not to preserve is not the result of a single thought of the
owner. In fact, it is a long-term evolution process in which the relationship between
the family and the local area is weakened, including the decline of the family's
economic strength, the disintegration of the local interpersonal network, the
family's glorious emotions and memory is transformed into darkness and obscurity,
so preservation should have other means beyond economics, such as rebuilding
social relationships. In recent years, due to the ineffectiveness of the cultural
heritage preservation system and the pressure brought by the continued struggles of
preservation groups, the central government and local cultural authorities have had
to amend the law to make reforms; at the same time, they have developed a subsidy
policy for the renovation of old houses, hoping to encourage method rather than
force to enhance the owner's willingness to repair and preserve. According to the
fieldwork of this study, the success of the old house renovation policy comes from
a new operating model. Different from the traditional government rationing project
funds that are contracted to manufacturers, cultural heritage preservation groups
have invested in the implementation of preservation and renovation. Their
proposals include Flexible repairs, repairs instead of leasing, business
revitalization, etc. successfully won the approval of the owners. In the end, the old
houses, the owners of the old houses, the repairers, and the local government
formed a close and stable network of actors. Even though preservation groups are
currently facing a shortage of funds for repairs, their attempts to restart modern life

in old houses continue to bring abundant energy to preservation.

Keywords: cultural assets, old house restoration, historical site reconstruction,

actor network theory
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