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Abstract

This paper focuses on the concepts of "acquisition” (5) and "non-acquisition” (FF
15) within the category of non-associated formations in the Sarvastivada Abhidharma.
Sarvastivada scholars, based on early canonical texts mentioning "acquisition of fruits"
and "acquisition of nirvana,” established a unique dharma called "acquisition™ as a link
between sentient beings and the supramundane elements. As the Sarvastivada theory
was perfected, "acquisition” not only served to connect sentient beings with the
supramundane path but also broadly linked sentient beings with all dharmas.

The fundamental tenet of Sarvastivada is "the reality of the three times, and the
existence of dharma entities”". How to maintain their fundamental tenet, while ensuring
the differentiation between ordinary beings and sages, became a significant task for
Sarvastivada scholars. In the evolution of Sarvastivada theory, "acquisition of fruits,"

"acquisition of substratum,” "acquisition of the given entity” and "acquisition of the
sense spheres"” were integrated into a single concept of "acquisition.” At the same time,
"non-acquisition" which was contrasted with the concept of "acquisition” was proposed.
The ways in which acquisition operates through the "three times" and its relationship
with the five aggregates not only helped Sarvastivada resolve theoretical difficulties, but
at the same time increased the complexity of their theory. Consequently, in his
Abhidharmakosa, Vasubandhu attempted to replace this concept with the simpler idea of
"seeds."” However, the seeds had to explain not only the latency and manifestation of
dharmas, the cessation and non-cessation of afflictions, but also ensure the infallibility
of karmic results. In Sarvastivada theory, "acquisition" did not account for the
infallibility of karma already created but served as an auxiliary in certain specific
situations for the fruition of results.
Key words: Sarvastivada, Conditioned forces dissociated from thought
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