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Abstract

This paper employs Henry Jenkins’ theory of transmedia storytelling and Astrid
Erll’s concept of intermediality to analyze three poetry documentaries: Wen Chih-Yi’s
CEHIEE) Towards The Completion of a Poem (2011), Chen Hwai-eng’s ([ {82/&) A Life
That Sings (2014), and Lin Jing-jie’s (#RIE£E) Still Young (2022). Within the context of
Taiwanese literary film adaptations, this paper proposes an audio-visual logic for
modern poetry as a specific literary genre. By examining the translatability and
untranslatability of literary images, this paper clarifies the distinct adaptation strategies
of modern poetry compared to prose and fiction, while exploring the emergence of the
“genre” of modern poetry documentaries. In addition to considering how these
documentaries construct a space that integrates literature and cinematic aesthetics, this
paper will also explore how audio-visual assemblage appropriate and extend poetic
elements—both reproducing the poetics of poets from different periods and offering
new perspectives that reshape contemporary understanding and perception of Taiwanese
poets. Furthermore, as these three documentaries are part of The Inspired Island series
produced by Fisfisa Media, this paper will address how they deconstruct and transcend

the boundaries of the island, reconstructing the meaning of writing “on the island.”
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Finally, this paper will analyze how these films reimagine (1) the audio-visual
poetry space of Yang Mu’s (15%4%) work, (2) the absent “Taiwan” literary field in Ya
Hsien’s (JE55%) poetry, and (3) the democratic platform established through Wu Sheng’s
(%= 5%) poetry. This paper will also trace the shifting focus in these films to respond to
how audio-visual assemblage open the concept of “literary afterlife” and to envision the

future of modern poetry documentaries and literary cinema.

Keywords: literary documentaries, modern poetry, Towards The Completion of a Poem,

A Life That Sings, Still Young
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