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ABSTRACT
THE EVOLUTION OF THE KMT’S ELECTORAL MACHINE: THE INFLUENCE
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After the passing of the "The Act Governing the Settlement of Ill-gotten Properties
by Political Parties and Their Affiliate Organizations" in 2016, the Kuomintang's (KMT)
party assets were frozen, resulting in financial and operational difficulties for the party.
In the past, the KMT had a significant advantage in democratic competition due to its
substantial party assets. However, after 2016, the Central committee of KMT no longer
had abundant resources to support its extensive party operations or provide election
funds for candidates, nor could it maintain the costly election mobilization methods
used in the past.

This thesis focuses on Taoyuan City and adopts research approaches that involve
participating in and observing the 2022 Taoyuan local elections and conducting
purposive sampling. It includes in-depth interviews with the KMT’s Central Committee
officials, Taoyuan city party branch officials, candidates at various levels of elections,
public representatives, and campaign staff. The aim is to gather first-hand data to
understand the impact of party assets on various issues, including the changes in the
KMT’s election mobilization machine, the patron-client ties between the central and
local factions, and changes in the KMT’s party asset utilization strategy during the post-

party asset era.

\
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Regarding the changes in the KMT during the post-party asset era, this study
reveals three findings. First, the KMT’s ability as a patron significantly declined, due
to a reduction in the human resources and the loss of party affairs functions. This has
rendered the party unable to maintain its past Leninist-style political party leadership
tradition. Second, due to the lack of resources, KMT became increasingly reliant on
resources of local factions for networking and election mobilization, resulting in the
emergence of small-scale “local patrons”. This further equalized the patron-client
relationships between the party and local factions. Third, this study describes the KMT's
party assets utilization strategies when it possessed party assets, confirming that the
KMT did gain an advantage in election competition through its party assets, which other
parties didn’t have. Consequently, after losing its party assets, KMT could no longer
exercise macro-level control over elections across Taiwan through its party assets.

Additionally, despite the loss of party assets, KMT still experienced certain
positive developments that compensated for some of the functions of the party assets.
Finally, this thesis provides a policy recommendation for the KMT to thoroughly get

rid of party assets and free itself from party asset-related issues.
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