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Abstract

Since the normalization of diplomatic relations between Japan and the People’s
Republic of China in 1972, Taiwan and Japan have maintained no official diplomatic ties.
As developments in Taiwan — Japan relations could affect both Japan—China relations and
cross-Strait relations, bilateral relations were long constrained. However, following the
inauguration of the second Abe administration in 2012, Japan’s Taiwan policy became
markedly more active, with Taiwan — Japan relations widely regarded as reaching their
highest level since diplomatic severance. This study examines how this shift in Japan’s
Taiwan policy can be explained. Existing scholarship has predominantly relied on
international-level factors, such as U.S.—China rivalry and regional security changes, or
state-level factors, such as domestic politics and bureaucratic dynamics. Yet these
perspectives alone are insufficient to explain the discursive framing and concrete policy
outcomes under Abe. Accordingly, this study focuses on Abe Shinzd’s beliefs,
motivations, decision-making style, and interpersonal style, analyzing the policy shift
from an individual-level perspective.

Using qualitative document analysis and a political leadership approach, this study
first situates Abe’s Taiwan policy in comparison with previous administrations, then
analyzes how his family and social background shaped his personal characteristics, and

how his diplomatic experience prior to 2012 reinforced these characteristics. Empirically,
v
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the study examines changes in Taiwan-related language in the Diplomatic Bluebook, the

negotiation and signing of the 2013 The Taiwan-Japan Fisheries Agreement,

intergovernmental exchanges, and leader-level interactions on social media.

The analysis shows that the policy shift was strongly influenced by Abe’s

conservative ideological beliefs, his perception of China’s military rise as a security threat,

his strategic ambition to “cast off the postwar regime,” his realist and pragmatic decision-

making style, and his interpersonal style characterized by top-down summit diplomacy

and appointing relatives and close ideological allies to key positions. By introducing a

leadership-centered perspective, this study complements international- and state-level

explanations and offers a more multidimensional framework for understanding Japan’s

Taiwan policy-making process.

Keywords: Abe Shinzd; Taiwan — Japan Relations; Japan's Taiwan Policy; leader

personality; decision-making style
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