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Abstract

This study examines Wonhyo's (617-686) philosophical interpretation of the Vajrasamadhi-sutra
through his Commentary, focusing on the theoretical construction of Original Enlightenment.
Using a traditional tripartite framework of the "essence-characteristics-function" in chinese
buddhism, the research investigates how Wonhyo synthesizes Tathagatagarbha and Yogacara
doctrines into an integrated philosophical system.

The study demonstrates that Wonhyo integrates the Vajrasamadhi-sitra’s scattered concepts
through his "One Mind and Two Aspects" framework. At the ontological level, "One Mind"
encompasses all phenomena as the central principle unifying conventional and ultimate truth,
transcending the traditional opposition between conditioned and unconditioned dharmas through
"neither dualistic nor unified, yet not abiding in unity." Wonhyo employs "concealment-
revelation" rather than "transformation" to explain the relationship between Tathagatagarbha and
alayavijiana, refining the Awakening of Faith's theoretical framework while avoiding its
conceptual difficulties.

Epistemologically, Wonhyo equates Original Enlightenment with pure consciousness
(amalavijiana) and locates alayavijiiana's defilement in the seventh and sixth consciousnesses
rather than in alayavijiiana itself. Soteriologically, the study analyzes Wonhyo's systematic
integration of various practices, demonstrating how "non-abidance", the complete manifestation
of Original Enlightenment constitutes the essence of vajra-samadhi and serves as the core
principle threading through theory and practice.

The research also challenges Buswell's conclusions regarding textual relationships, arguing that
the Vajrasamadhi-siitra was not directly influenced by the Awakening of Faith and that Wonhyo
likely composed his Commentary on the Awakening of Faith before this work. This finding
contributes to understanding early Chinese Buddhist development.

The study concludes that Wonhyo's Commentary exemplifies East Asian Buddhism's synthetic
philosophical characteristics, providing crucial insights into Buddhism's sinicization and Chan
formation while offering contemporary relevance for philosophical and religious dialogue.

Keywords: Wonhyo, Vajrasamadhi-siitra, One Mind and Two Aspects, Original Enlightenment,
non-abidance
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One Mind

True Thusness Production and Extinction
(Ontology) (Soteriology)
tainted thusness untainted thusness production-extinction neither-production-nor-extinction
(=tathagatagarbha) (=dharmakaya) (=alayavijnana)
thusness as seen thusness as seen by actualized enlightenment onginal enlightenment
by the ignorant the enlightened (enlightenment as seen (enlightenment as seen
from conventional standpoint) from absolute standpoint)

FiGure3.1. The One Mind and Its Two Aspects
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