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Abstract

This thesis focuses on the important tokens in literati drama, combining various materials
related to the social environment, material culture, and the development of Chinese opera
to explore how the tokens in literati drama in different eras reflect the changes in customs,
material culture, and values, so as to provide a novel approach to the study of Chinese

opera.

The tradition of tokens has an extensive history, with its functions and origins tracing
back to the pre-Qin era. Its meaning and functions evolved through different culture and
representation in literatures in the subsequent dynasties, before eventually finding its

place in Ming-Qing literati Chuanqi({& %j). The tokens in literati drama changed in

accordance with the shifts in society and culture. The first prominent change occurred in
the mid-Ming dynasty due to economic transformation. This transformed the tokens from
simple everyday objects in the Yuan Dynasty plays into unique and exquisite ones in
Ming Chuanqi. Apart from being influenced by external social and cultural factors, these
unique and exquisite tokens also became crucial in theatrical performances following the
development of literati Chuangqi in the Ming Dynasty. The second prominent change took
place during the transition from Ming to Qing dynasty, when years of disasters, famines

and wars turned the trend of literati thought to Statecraft (4% tH27 ). Consequently, the

theme and purpose of literati Chuanqgi underwent further changes. In the face of intricate
complexities resulting from changes in governance, thoughts, and customs, the tokens in
the literati Chuanqi were ultimately divided: one faction basically retained the
characteristics of tokens in late Ming Chuanqi without any progress or change, while the
other faction, influenced by the trend of Statecraft, pursued the reenactment of historical

events or social conflicts in order to encourage reflection and catharsis. The tokens in the
iv
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latter faction gradually deviated from the emphasis on material aspects and began to
possess spiritual, divine, or specially bestowed backgrounds, creating a new and distinct

situation in comparison to Ming Dynasty.

Keywords: Ming-Qing Chuanqi({&%7), literati Drama, tokens, material culture, era of

change.
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