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ABSTRACT

As climate change poses an increasingly severe threat to humanity, climate
litigation grounded in human rights has been flourishing across judicial systems
worldwide, including within international human rights mechanisms. Although Taiwan
faces limitations in participating in international affairs, it can still draw valuable
insights from global developments in addressing climate change.

This thesis examines the operations of both global and regional international
human rights mechanisms and explores the modes, hierarchy, and application of
international human rights conventions within Taiwan’s legal system. It further
analyzes normative documents and case law from these mechanisms, focusing on their
interpretations of the rights to life, private and family life, and culture. The findings
indicate that international human rights mechanisms have increasingly recognized
states' positive obligations to protect these rights through climate-related conventions,
assessing whether domestic legislation, policy, and enforcement measures comply with
such obligations. Failure by domestic legal systems to consider these obligations may
also infringe upon individuals’ right to a fair trial.

Building upon this analysis, the thesis compares the aforementioned four
international human rights with their counterparts in the bill of rights of Taiwan’s
constitution—namely, the rights to life, existence, privacy, freedom of residence,
indigenous cultural rights, cultural identity, and access to justice. It argues that the
interpretation and implementation of constitutional rights in Taiwan regarding climate
change can be supplemented and reinforced by referencing international human rights
mechanisms.

Keywords: climate change, international human rights mechanisms , right to life,

right to privacy, freedom of residence, cultural rights, right to a fair trial
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