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Abstract

In Haruki Murakami’s works, the two main themes of “detachment” and ‘“commitment” are
frequently discussed. Some scholars and critics argue that the shift from ‘“detachment” to
“commitment” after a certain point in time represents a transformation in the author’s literary
orientation. Others, however, contend that these two characteristics have always coexisted,
appearing separately across different works and offering readers varied interpretations and

perceptions through distinct narrative modes.

To clarify this phenomenon, this thesis investigates the ‘“commitment” characteristic of

Haruki Murakami’s literature and its expression in literary works through a two-stage approach.

Step 1: After identifying the initial introduction of the term “commitment” by Haruki
Murakami, this thesis examines the concept and defining features of “commitment” as articulated
in studies on ‘“commitment” within Haruki Murakami’s literature during the period in which the

term first emerged.

Step 2: This thesis analyzes the shared characteristics and key differences among the studies
identified in Step 1, using these as a basis for comparing Haruki Murakami’s most recently
published work.

Given that this thesis was drafted in 2023, Killing Commendatore (published in 2017) was
selected for textual analysis to re-evaluate whether the characteristics of “commitment” have

evolved, or to uncover previously overlooked dimensions of the concept.

The purpose of this study is to systematize the characteristics of “commitment” in Haruki
Murakami’s literature and to verify them through textual analysis. It aims to summarize the
evolution of research on the characteristic of “commitment” from 1997 to 2017, while exploring

how the concept has appeared and transformed in literary works over time.

Key world: Haruki Murakami commitment sense of distance parent-child relationship
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