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Abstract

Japanese learners often face challenges when learning Chinese due to linguistic
components in Chinese and Japanese that can substitute for one another, especially with
the mastery of mood particles. Current Mandarin teaching materials do not focus on
mood particles, and research on this topic is also limited. As a result, when learners seek
solutions to their difficulties, they often find themselves without adequate resources to
overcome these challenges.

To address the learning difficulties of Japanese learners, this study chose the
commonly used mood particle "Ou" in Taiwanese Mandarin as its subject. Based on
previous research, " Ou " was categorized into four usages: "confirmation 1,"
"confirmation 2," "reminder," and "evaluation." The study then used the Taiwanese
subtitled version of the movie "Doraemon" as the primary research material to analyze
how the mood particle " Ou " 1s used in anime. Furthermore, it conducted a comparative
analysis of how " Ou " corresponds between Chinese and Japanese subtitles.

The analysis using anime as a dataset showed that the most frequent usage of " Ou "

was "reminder," followed by "evaluation," "confirmation 2," and "confirmation 1." The
comparative analysis revealed that the Japanese equivalents for "confirmation 1" and
"confirmation 2" are "noka" and "souka". The "reminder" and "evaluation" usages
correspond to the Japanese sentence-ending particles "yo" and "ne." The study found
that in Japanese, the use of sentence-ending particles varies based on the listener's
response, while in Chinese, " Ou " is used uniformly across different contexts.

Consequently, the coverage of mood particles " Ou " and Japanese sentence-ending

particles differs, with Japanese particles being more specific and mood particles being
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more broadly applicable. These differences lead to Japanese learners frequently
overusing " Ou".

Finally, we propose the use of anime in Chinese teaching. The study found that by
comparing Chinese and Japanese subtitles in anime and examining the high-frequency
collocations with "Ou" in anime, learners can better grasp the usage of " Ou " and
become aware of the differences between Japanese sentence-ending particles and
Chinese mood particles.

Keywords: Mandarin intonation particles, Japanese sentence-ending particles,

contrastive analysis, intonation particle "Ou," Japanese learners
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