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Abstract

This thesis aims to analyze and reflect on Scanlon's “Relationship-Dependent Theory.”
According to Scanlon's interpretation of blame, it is not merely an evaluation or
punishment, but rather an attitude adjustment based on the impairment to relationships.
The term “impairment to relationships” refers to the violation of norms in a specific
relationship by the attitudes of others, and “attitude adjustment” refers to changing
one's expectations or intentions towards the blamed. This "Relationship-Dependent
Theory” not only provides a novel answer to the question “What is blame?” but also
offers detailed explanations for ethical issues related to blame, such as “Under what
circumstances is it appropriate to blame others? " However, the theory raises two
reflective questions: first, how can the “impairment to moral relationships” justify the
“adjustment of attitudes” ? Second, can the “adjustment of attitudes” appropriately
interpret the concept of “blame” ? Third, can it proficiently address the philosophical
questions concerning freedom? To address these issues, the second chapter examines
Scanlon's methodology and discusses the criteria that blame theories need to meet. In
the third chapter, Scanlon's theoretical framework is examined, and reasonable
interpretations or supplements are provided for its shortcomings. Criticisms faced by
Scanlon's theory are introduced, and attempts to respond to them are made. Moving on
to the fourth chapter, the thesis explores how Scanlon's theory of blame addresses two
philosophical issues: blame and freedom, and blame and moral luck. This thesis points
out deficiencies in Scanlon's solutions and supplements them with certain perspectives.

Finally, the fifth chapter serves as a conclusion.

Key words: Scanlon, blame, responsibility, reactive attitude, moral luck, psychopathy
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Thomas Nagel, "Moral luck"
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