Mi @ FFrap 238
R~
Department of Japanese Language and Literature

College of Liberal Arts

National Taiwan University

Master’s Thesis

1 i‘fﬂj’"«’f—o)l? k/jé,i

%L L Tos 8= 30iE
Being and Nothingness in Haruki Murakami’s Literature:

A Study of The Rat Trilogy as Representation

T FeA

Liao, Pin-Yue

’}p Wikt ok 4
Advisor: Fan, Shu-Wen, Ph.D.

EAR 114E T

July 2025

doi: 10.6342/NTU202501935



RN PR R TR ,.-ﬂ; i,)éé&j-;}%éﬁ-;}iﬁ;‘é‘ﬁxé X EF o & B pFHp i il o fFen

HAE TBRPH D FA BIEE RR LB F R A P UK H D FAE o

a2
2

B AR BATEh e b R R 2 R erehdy 38 L A0 LA S
*

L)

%#i%ﬁmﬁ?%EWOiFH? ;}‘Flg"'f’ 7\55‘34‘-’1’1’{),:’“%{5*&%%%‘

= » L
EANBEINMRINEFILL  REF LA HFALT A A RFL

AR P LIRS DR E AR HE 2 DR 2 B

PR s Rt Afa X HRERLXF L JAEF v A EEFRE

=

TR G E X JRINE R EEF R L] KR b w ok
CEPLSE L AR IR R R MHT EREF R I RE R
AT TR R DR P S B LR B R ST R

D HBEO L SRS A BB REF A ¢ B

B ERMFILFE T RTXF A IRAPEHEETT L b H T

e TR BRI B I B R R SO 1 B T

HRIE - HEE R 2B A T AT 2L o

doi: 10.6342/NTU202501935



Lo

BT 222 p3 N7 R8®™?¢ g 2- N (TF - BLH Tl

~

>'

W

O HRDBETABENITEIFECALLEEI BRIV F—FZETH N L

o

cF AP THACEI LIt S EOEHY L P
EEFO LRI DRA LB AR FH A CRFE B 3R
b JE R EEC) HAE T 2 ORI o B T ITE RILEE A AFE MR R A 4

£ 1l

AL AL E o 3 SRR A AN E s FRAER L G i aE

BE R R INT Ao WEAN e L N BGRIT TR o gt vt K H R e 2 3 Rk
HRARROTFRLBEE Mg 24 L 4F o 7 W0 59 ) S BEA R ATTR

Fa > s EﬁﬁﬁJﬁ?ﬁEﬁf’ﬁQFhﬂﬁoﬁrbmmfﬂﬁm AL A
o § -

)

&R e EA G EERT > D L S

“3\1

ik AR 0 IR o B AE R Y e & G R 2

ﬁdéwﬁ)a}f%j—gfpaovﬂ"‘;‘;éﬁ%‘iiﬁﬁﬁ“k47z? 2(47227f3~pd
ZATRESNE2ZATBRREZATE AT f2~AR3F2. 3 V fRE)

GBS > @ AR

T Sk

2025 # 7% 15 p

doi: 10.6342/NTU202501935



2
R A H e 2 300 (Feh hEc) (1973 # aiskiRE ) (F X R

Wie) AR BRENARDEEIAZLESEGIEE AL T Ak

B
P

PG bR o A BERR RN R RL R (R2H (R
B R 2 (BB s i eh s R BN e (AP F)) B
Prooprd o BHEATfRH e AV n Tk A N TEA TR ARRA ) FA FHH

FHEMETEY AL ROFER R E B SRGDT R

‘ﬁ

-3 (Fh ) 2P e T RTA AR R L RR 0 X
EAF L IR PR A BF TN T RAARL A MRNH T2
E A ARTEE TG A R AR AR TA /T RE 2 T
G EF o 2 T e TS BAM AR ke TREREL
P2 pH MRHSHEEOR W @A TRELLE T2 EB
BE 2Rl ¥R - FEA e T A A gt o kr 1 TR %
EEPPRA T AEIRT > ER P TEELA AL K P B2

&
Po PRy g AARGENLEJFIRB L 6T N augR

BEFF-RZN(FEp%E) sf oo Al TR B Rag Ea 52 B
R T A TR R B &) ARE Ed FEFE > 7 R
MR E R B ERF T A4 T- 8% wEINOTEFF T ELAR 2
R hmEA & o PRI H S TR e i E
Ba RIS IEHNEE rrE R 2R R RTAGSL &L &K PP d e
gt T s Tars | d g R Dagalie ;s Tigeim v o

B3 g - BRIk H— DT 0 A E 2 el Bl

FmEENT - B A A K BET CHRERFREE L KD B BT
g TEAlpmkrend | P fH dffce it ma M2 ) ANFEXE- Goy

=t
doi: 10.6342/NTU202501935



Wl BB, IR B d BT AT ot RLE AR BT

RS %2 (1973 # BRI L ) AP o ik- HIFEF R E A K2 LA
il 2 TA | aH R o it 2 1 ERG TR Atk ER 5 F
B2 e rhd R Pi o a R ER MR TN  Sded g — R
A e o F TR A AT RAME RERFLp SIS & XN
TA e B RGP EBRRETAL T b Aen T g  F oA L1 6%
2L FOERR - VA AR k> { BiEATE Y xR
SRR, EMER AT RRDTABTE LR BF A - HEE
Bl (SRS p2]) S04 en T % & 0 SRR PR TR R R R & Pl
PR BALG - R R S RAF AN RLRR R A el g
"B ALK o EF "’H'}a:f‘i,xrr']% 2 e gt T % 2 T
) e F T A A EMRBIAARTF KA P ARE A LAk o

Gd M px QAT EE MM NT L ZRL KT &3 § (AmorFati) |
1

2 F B EiE -

MAEF @ (Fh 9Br) (1973 & BRIt ) (F X h'ge) LR BRI A

B BRI

W

doi: 10.6342/NTU202501935



Abstract

This thesis analyzes Haruki Murakami’s early trilogy—Hear the Wind Sing, Pinball,
1973, and A Wild Sheep Chase—through the theoretical framework of Friedrich
Nietzsche’s nihilism, with particular emphasis on Nietzsche’s six forms of nihilism:
phenomenological, structural, passive, active, thorough, and the extremest form of
(Eternal Recurrence). Focusing on the inner transformations of the protagonists “I”” and
the Rat, this study examines themes of loss, repetition, and the absence of meaning to
explore the depths of nihilism in Murakami’s literature, as well as the possibility of its

overcoming.

Chapter One centers on Hear the Wind Sing, investigating the forms of nihilism that
entrap both “I” and the Rat, whose shared condition is grounded in a fundamental
negativity. “I” embodies phenomenological nihilism, expressed through his sense of
meaninglessness and weakened sense of presence, evident in his obsession with

99 ¢¢

“communication,” “numbers,” and the breakdown of fictional constructs like dreams and
lies. In contrast, structural nihilism, rooted in belief in absolute values, is reflected in the
historical background behind the narrative such as postwar democracy and the Zenkyoto
movement. After the failure of the movement, “I” falls into phenomenological nihilism,
while the Rat remains trapped in structural nihilism. Moreover, Nietzsche’s concept of
the will to power emerges as a key mechanism for transforming the void into a space of

potential, symbolized by the recuring image of “wind” throughout the narrative.

Chapter Two focuses on A Wild Sheep Chase, exploring the contrasting
developments and intensification of nihilism between “I” and the Rat. The passive
nihilism of “1” is revealed through his decadent posture of regret and resignation, showing
no desire for transformation or renewal. Behind this attitude lies a logic of
meaninglessness which is sustained by “generalities.” The Rat, by contrast, represents
active nihilism, clinging to a sense of “individuality,” and ultimately fully embodying
thorough nihilism, which finds its logical conclusion in death. Furthermore, grounded in
Karl Marx’s theory of “abstraction and reduction,” the logic of standardization and
quantification—represented by “war” and “city”—effaces individuality throughout
generalization. Symbolized in the work by “the sheep with star-shaped birthmark,” it
reveals how the dominance of generalities conceals a nihilistic social structure.
Confronted with such nihilism, “I”” reaches a perspectival awakening after the talk with
the Rat’s ghost, emerging as stronger figure and opening up the possibility for the creation

of meaning.

B
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Chapter Three turns to Pinball, 1973, examining the further deepening of nihilism
and the possibility of its overcoming experienced by the protagonist “I”. After the loss of
the Rat, the guilty borne by “I” is precisely a symptom of the melancholic state described
by Freud. This sense of guilt originates from the spiritual fusion between “I”” and the lost
object—the Rat—and thus, within the narrative, “I”’ unconsciously reconstructs the Rat
as an extension of himself. In this state, the two lose their normal sense of time, trapped
in an Nietzschean Eternal Recurrence, which is symbolized by the pinball machine in the
novel, as if everything is endlessly repeating and cycling. Then, by relying on the
principle of causality endorsed in Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason, “I” comes to see
himself as the causes and seeks to escape suffering by reducing his ego, which eventually
draws him further into phenomenological nihilism. It is only after breaking free from the
trap of causal thinking and relinquishing attachment from purposes and outcomes that he
arrives at an affirmation: that meaning dose not arise from external outcomes, but from
the action itself. Finally, what “I”” and the Rat demonstrate here is the logic of Nietzsche’s

doctrine of amor fati, that is, the love of fate.

Keywords: Hear the Wind Sing, Pinball, 1973, A Wild Sheep Chase, Nietzsche, nihilism,

the Zenkyotd movement, Critique of Pure Reason
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