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Abstract

Comparisons of Mengzi’s and Zhuangzi’s theories of human nature often conclude
they either “contradict” or “converge.” However, the comparisons made by different
studies appear to be at different levels, preventing easy integration of different
judgments. This article attempts to provide a methodological analysis of this problem,
advocating a four-step taxonomy to clarify that Mengzi’s and Zhuangzi’s theories of
human nature can be compared at four levels of resolution: “conceptual correlation,”

99 ¢¢

“theoretical correspondence,” “question-answer contrast,” and “essential comparison.”
Conceptual correlation was inspired by Fu Pei-Jung’s method of “clarifying concepts”
and attempts to correlate the cornerstone concepts in Mengzi’s and Zhuangzi’s theories
of human nature. Theoretical correspondence was inspired by Charles Wei-Hsun Fu’s
“five stages of creative hermeneutics” and attempts to correspond the cardinal theories
in Mengzi’s and Zhuangzi’s theories of human nature. Question-answer contrast was
inspired by Sze-Kwang Lao’s “fundamental question” method and attempts to contrast
the central questions and answers in Mengzi’s and Zhuangzi’s theories of human nature.
Essential comparison is inspired by Hsien-Chung Lee’s “thought unit” method and
attempts to compare the chief essences of Mengzi’s and Zhuangzi’s theories of human
nature.

While proposing this method, this paper also uses this method to compare
Mengzi’s and Zhuangzi’s theories of human nature, and each chapter clarifies different
aspects of their respective theories. “Conceptual correlation” categorizes the cornerstone
concepts of human nature into “the content of human nature,” which explores Mengzi’s
and Zhuangzi’s “heart,” “desire,” and “will”; “the development of human nature,”
which explores Mengzi’s and Zhuangzi’s “benevolence” and “righteousness”; and “the
purpose of human nature,” which explores Mengzi’s “Heaven” and Zhuangzi’s “Dao.”
Mengzi believed that people have “appropriate desires” and clarified that “appropriate”
ought to meet three standards: “appropriate time” (in line with time), “appropriate
degree” (in line with depth), and “appropriate quantity” (in line with breadth). Zhuangzi
believed that people have “natural desires” and clarified that “natural” needs to display
three signs: “self-determining” (no external restrictions), “self-sufficiency” (no

competitive desire), and “self-satisfaction” (no dissatisfaction).
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“Theoretical correspondence” reviews the key issues in the construction of
Mengzi’s and Zhuangzi’s theories of human nature. After reviewing four issues
respectively, it focuses on the consensus of scholars in recent years on Mengzi’s and
Zhuangzi’s theories of human nature: Mengzi and Zhuangzi both affirm that people live
in a network of relationships. The natural follow-up question is: how many key
relationships are there? Different scholars have proposed different interpretations, so
this analysis turns to a textual analysis of the Mengzi and the Zhuangzi. Initial analysis
identifies a representative passage from each classic, in which each of them identify
four key, distinguishable relationships, while further analysis shows these relationships
appear in other key passages. These four relationships are relationship with the

2 ¢

“transcendental realm,” “human realm,” “natural realm,” and “inner realm.” Mengzi

believed that people live in a network of relationships between “Heaven, people, things,
and self.” We can use Fu Pei-Jung’s work to summarize Mengzi’s attitude towards the
four relationships: be reverent towards the gods, be respectful towards people, be
reserved towards things, and be restrained towards yourself. Zhuangzi believed that
people live in a network of relationships between “Dao, people, things, and self.” We
can use Fu Pei-Jung’s work to summarize Zhuangzi’s attitude towards the four
relationships: “be ambling with the Dao, be accommodating with people, be affable
with nature, be amiable with yourself.”

“Question-answer contrast” reviews four representative comparative studies of
Mengzi’s and Zhuangzi’s theories of human nature. A preliminary verification of the
method 1s conducted while doing the review, showing these four studies more or less

29 ¢

exhibit the characteristics of “conceptual correlation,” “theoretical correspondence,”

“question-answer contrast,” and “essential comparison,” showing the possible use of
this method as a classification tool. While reviewing past research, this chapter also

attempts to find clues to the central questions from the comparative studies of Mengzi’s

2 (13

and Zhuangzi’s theories of human nature, variously asking what is humanity’s “original

29 ¢ 29 ¢¢

state,” “problem,” “solution,” and “ideal state.” These four questions form a story,

which can be labeled the “story of humankind” or the universal way of self-cultivation
for humankind. Mengzi and Zhuangzi each answer these four questions. From the

perspective of the “heart,” Mengzi describes self-cultivation as entailing “preserving

99 <6

one’s heart,” “losing one’s heart,” “seeking one’s heart,” and “exhausting one’s heart,”

99 ¢

while Zhuangzi describes it as “obeying the heart,” “predetermining one’s heart,”

“fasting the heart,” and “a mirroring heart.” From the perspective of “benevolence and
vi
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righteousness,” Mengzi describes self-cultivation as entailing “walking the path of

99 ¢¢

benevolence and righteousness,” “stopping up benevolence and righteousness,”
“completely developing benevolence and righteousness,” and “dwelling in benevolence
and walking in righteousness,” while Zhuangzi describes it as “benevolence and
righteousness follows,” “forcibly insisting on benevolence and righteousness,”
“abandoning benevolence and righteousness,” and “temporarily treading on the path of
benevolence and temporarily lodging in righteousness.”

“Essential comparison” subdivides into two types, “internal” and “external.”
“Internal” comparison refers to that done within the Chinese philosophical tradition, and
shows that the essential comparisons found in online philosophical encyclopedias and
translators’ prefaces can indeed be classified according to the four methodological
levels advocated above. “External” comparison attempts to step beyond the Chinese
philosophical tradition and uses the above method to make comparisons with the
Christian theory of human nature. Based on “conceptual correlation,” Christianity
advocates that human beings are “desiring beings” (nephesh), and therefore have
“natural desires” and “appropriate desires.” Based on “theoretical correspondence,”
Christianity advocates that people live in a network of relationships between “God,
humanity, things, and self.” Its attitude can be summarized as “be united to God,” “be
loving to people,” “be regulating to creation,” and “be humble to yourself.” Based on
“question-answer contrast,” Christianity describes cultivation as entailing “following
the heart,” “hardening the heart,” “a new heart,” and “a single heart.” The above
comparison shows that the method of analyzing human nature offered helps construct
an inter-tradition framework for understanding human nature, able to identify important

consensuses and key differences between different traditions.

Keywords: Mengzi, Zhuangzi, Christianity, theory of human nature, comparative

philosophy, methodology, inter-tradition dialogue
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! Ming-huei Lee, Confucianism: Its Roots and Global Significance (Honolulu: University of Hawai’i
Press, 2017), 1-2.

2 “However, it will be suggested throughout this book that Confucian traditions can still function as a
main resource for cultural Bildung, that is, for the education, formation, and cultivation of self and
society.” Lee, Confitcianism: Its Roots and Global Significance, 1.
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3 “In the past, liberalism was seen as the theoretical foundation for democracy, but, if the
communitarian criticism of liberalism is meaningful, we have to admit that a Confucian justification for
democracy is possible. This is the theoretical core of the theory of “developing democracy from
Confucianism” and can also be seen as an example of Confucian political criticism. In this sense an
intellectualized “academic Confucianism,” another development of traditional Confucianism, has a
major role to play because it can also be seen as a display of Confucianism’s “outer kingliness” and
more keenly reveal the connection between “inner sagehood” and “outer kingliness.”” Lee,
Confuczamsm Its Roots and Global Significance, 9.
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6 “[Mencius’s] great achievement is that he not only successfully defended the teachings of Confucius

against the corrosive influence of new ideas but, in the process, added to Confucianism a depth that it
did not possess before.” D. C. Lau, Mencius - A Bilingual Translation (Revised Edition) (Hong Kong:
The Chinese University Press, 2003), xlviii.

7 ¥R#% Edward Slingerland 7E4&m P AYR0M (FRFHESRL) ¢ “I would argue that the Zhuangzi,
however, has a much more sophisticated answer to the question of how human beings should live.
Laozi urges us to get rid of learning and culture, and physically return to a primitive, utopian life of
small-scale agriculture. Zhuangzi sees us as already embedded in, and inextricably tied to, civilized
life. Humans will continue to write and read books, carve bell-stands and perform social rituals, argue
with one another and travel to faraway lands. The key is to do this without losing your connection with
Heaven, the natural force that governs the world and created our natures. One should live like the
clever birds in the “Swallows Nest in the Eaves” story, being “in the world but not of it,” to borrow
language from the New Testament. The way to do this is to make one’s mind tenuous or empty, open to
the true nature of the world and people around you, so that you go along with things rather than striving
to impose your will or preconceived notions on them.” 225, C. C. Tsai, The Way of Nature, trans.
Brian Bruya (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2019), x-xi.
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4 Lau, Mencius - A Bilingual Translation (Revised Edition), xvi-xxiv.

45 “Though one may admit that man shares with animals the possession of appetites and desires and
though one may further admit that these form the greater part of his make-up, nevertheless, one is
justified in saying that the desireful nature of man cannot be called human nature, because this fails to
distinguish him from animals. What distinguishes him from animals is his heart, for though this forms
but a small part of his body it is both unique to man and the highest among his bodily organs.” Lau,
Mencius - A Bilingual Translation (Revised Edition), xvii-xviii.
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34 HHE R SRR T HYEE ¢ “What your servant loves is the method of the Tao, something in
advance of any art.” James Legge, The Sacred books of China: The Texts of Taoism Part I (The Tao Te
Ching of Lao Tzu, The Writings of Chuang Tzu Part I) (New York: Dover Publications, 1962), 199.

135 “Identifying dao with emptiness and recommending emptying of the self, through processes such as
“fasting of the mind” or the zuo wang 447 (sitting and forgetting) of Zhuangzi chapter 6, suggests that
when the practitioner attains this state of emptiness, relying only on ¢i . . . he or she attains a kind of
unity with dao itself, allowing the practitioner’s actions to be like (or literally be) the actions of dao
itself.” Brown and McLeod, Transcendence and Non-Naturalism in Early Chinese Thought, 134.
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148 THIE KA (T Ntk ) AYEREE40T ¢ “Since no one can hinder us from being so, if yet
we are not benevolent - this is being not wise. From the want of benevolence and the want of wisdom
will ensue the entire absence of propriety and righteousness;-- he who is in such a case must be the
servant of other men.” (GHZHEERL) Mencius and James Legge, The works of Mencius / Translated,
and with critical and exegetical notes, prolegomena, and copious indexes by James Legge (New York:

Dover Publications, 1970), 204-05.
W (FZFFBLL) -
60

doi:10.6342/NTU202502343



ARV EERE
GHT) WRAZ=EESSH TR, VRt A =R IESE 2T -

(=) GEFBYEm) B T8, 8
AETEINCERVER AT S BRI NE T > HEHEME GET EY5m)

Tt ERE O T AVERE 0 T AR TR A2 g HRAL
PR Eamdne] GETEBTEMAE " c&g M%) BUK—
[ EE AL - EEREET o W | ) AUEREER
Fham T A2h ) BRGNS DAl el RS T s/ TIRCIRE, BT A,
b ORAE R N TRREVHER : T2 A4 2 R
ARl 2 | RSBl T s R, HEE T 20 dE

FoPr e MEZ 0 (&) P&y T, U ST RIIR T S —
BRIy » 1

(=) GEFARHE) B TCE B
GHT ARH) Bt TR ) WEESRERZ CENVEE RSN CRY

EUERZEE > WH A G [BEENE : Ta g &BEL Sk 4 2w
HOENAEFHREL bl u Ao F A ARE L FREAY

% EEEETES - TP LGRS - R TR WM AEEE ? i
AR TCE ) RBIRA DAMENE SR - e E{EESE R - REE
ANHAPBEEFMERHECH "C# ) gE5HEANGE - HIR
RETEIESRHEA S  HIE AR HIN ST TC5% ) BIRAVEILEA
PR BFEEARREE T2 g o aoprs F 244 A PMEREAARL TR
R —(EE R T —EEE R — 5BV EE R o & T eGET L gsl R
BENRBUZ @SR - ([E HAOfERECH T8 -

A » S E PR RIS SR 5 [y G AT ) BSERiravARSS -

WM EEEEE - T2 g e 1% > d v ST TR 0T Lo
Fodr g . 74 —‘k I 121 EFUN 1 3% —‘F% » L2 B o = —‘F%Livﬁg - S

SR &H”@Z‘&%E’ﬁﬂﬁ RESEHEIEE

0 (EFREEE) : Tiwcn 07 f chac o
S (ETEELE) -

61
do0i:10.6342/NTU202502343



peeb s A FAR AP 3 b AT A ER o B Ak awg ?
Faht (4 B LBERT A A FERE R AE S kP
Bop e « ol AT fpdige AES SRR E - 0
BT FEARENT L 0 A R LA P AP o A

WREADLEAEeRE - TR0 Ty (AR - &5 BT, (218 #ig ' =
® o RfTEENR ? INRAEEK T 18, AUBRET > AR SZBENER "4, o
ERFEAERER, T AEE ) BRUBEXR T AEENRE ) B - HEX TH
AR ANASIERAE T3 swh B HCHIRIEEEEE > Frbl T3, A E
&%rii$J°meH%WM’rLﬁJM?E%?%%EW%
- MR T - RETEER T AVBERET - BHRREXR T {CEATHAK
AL, HE TR B T g -
EEEILL TS [FAYERR] ~ FLT 2558 - JPISEHRA T2 BEEN
REgAILtEkE - H T EE AW E RN ¢ (1) AHESUE TR B
 FELLERTTH VRS (2) HaldH T{C5R ) BIsREE - A ILEREE [Nl
i o AHEFERIRABEAEN TR > RESIEHRIERZES - B
Ll A G EAE— A E R - g B - R - 2 (E
GO SR NI EE R E TEA A EAAESE - HY
HEIERARE ST Fan B - BRI T8 e
IR BEAER > WEMAGHRGERE - LHIERER - LBEE - B52
i AATSZA T BE &t e B CHAEET - DRIECHET 77430 -

(=) GEFRSHED B "CE, B
GHF-KR5=AN) ARIEESERST T8 - B—(EREM T hrvE

[m§

AaFAFd oFd e L TERUES? At w
REGIRIH o a T Ry v Ta %A kiR? L B 5

192 PR RIFNEEA T ¢ “Moreover, do you know how virtue is liable to be dissipated, and how
wisdom proceeds to display itself? Virtue is dissipated in (the pursuit of) the name for it, and wisdom
seeks to display itself in the striving with others. In the pursuit of the name men overthrow one another;
wisdom becomes a weapon of contention. Both these things are instruments of evil, and should not be
allowed to have free course in one's conduct.” Legge, The Sacred books of China: The Texts of Taoism
Part I (The Tao Te Ching of Lao Tzu, The Writings of Chuang Tzu Part 1), 204.
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154 B DU e #E Y BEEHES 2 B2 © “Since Yao has put on you the brand of his benevolence and
righteousness, and cut off your nose with his right and wrong, how will you be able to wander in the
way of aimless enjoyment, of unregulated contemplation, and the ever-changing forms (of dispute)?"”’
Legge, The Sacred books of China: The Texts of Taoism Part I (The Tao Te Ching of Lao Tzu, The
Writings of Chuang Tzu Part 1), 255.
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T Ef o HTHEEEESR

TESGEE P I T —(EIFE A E - MIdFE (&) B GETF) 3
NEERE  mh IR JRED TR R TER T T R e A T RE
g 7  EFFTEEAY TR EERE ) B R mystic” -

fi#% Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy » " 2532 ¥ 5 | B35 o] AR 5
RS ER BRI AN - B ETER R 2 A i e
B o HERZEE TEHTE ) BT T ESKE, o W TR 15

TR AR F ARA R R P T IR BER AT

|5

\

8 “Never once is Thien used in the sense of God, the Supreme Being. In its peculiarly Taoistic
employment, it is more an adjective than a noun. 'The Tao of Heaven' means the Tao that is Heavenly,
the course that is quiet and undemonstrative, that is free from motive and effort, such as is seen in the
processes of nature, grandly proceeding and successful without any striving or trying. The Tao of man,
not dominated by this Tao, is contrary to it, and shows will, purpose, and effort, till, submitting to it, it
becomes 'the Tao or Way of the Sages,' which in all its action has on striving.” £ &, Legge, The Sacred
books of China: The Texts of Taoism Part I (The Tao Te Ching of Lao Tzu, The Writings of Chuang

Tzu Part 1), 16.
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Herbert Giles HJZE A& FH Aubrey Moore (i35 H 4k > AR HE—(E
"SEEIER ) AE > BRAE GET) BEREE AN - Wigii
VR - BRI =R - B 0 AR RILER B ERE - E2 5 A
A AL B FRVEBIREGETHE RO - B 0 RREDEZREE TR p 2R
FemEkin ) o W - REE TSR | (converting the world ) HYZ

o B ABEEEBEMEETEEE o A A SRR TR
(skepticism ) BFHAETF (idealism) /FEF2TEFE (mysticism) - "HEE TR

<
2

A

TR

Fo Dorg B FAvaynddpgtan s @ g AVE- Bt B E 0 Rl B B chi
BEA T, BHTRAERADITER » TR paolapFiE R4 P A
BF ez Bk 2 @ a2 > Tt o NP aohig | o B
% NS TR E £ 2% > Moore AlIR0 RSB BT FRAR T 58/ 2 1 5%

TR - BEBAATRFIEY P FLBLIAFHEE LA

( consequentialism ) % % Gl g SR R o R S e

% 22 Richard Jones and Jerome Gellman, "Mysticism", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy
(Fall 2022 Edition), Edward N. Zalta & Uri Nodelman (eds.), URL =
<https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2022/entries/mysticism/>.

o FZ#FEF | IYES * Indeed, “mysticism” is best thought of as a constellation of
distinctive practices, discourses, texts, institutions, traditions, and experiences aimed at human
transformation, variously defined.

. F2x#ns8ls | {7EZS © A purportedly nonsensory awareness or a nonstructured sensory
experience granting acquaintance of realities or states of affairs that are of a kind not
accessible by way of ordinary sense-perception structured by mental conceptions,
somatosensory modalities, or standard introspection.

10Tt is a view commonly accepted that the Taoist philosophers Lao Tzu and Chuang Tzu represented
mysticism in ancient China.” £: 5, Lau, Mencius - A Bilingual Translation (Revised Edition), xlviii.
W EF © Confucianism and Daoism "flower from neighboring streams." £ i, Herbert A. Giles,
Chuang Tzu (London: Unwin Paperbacks, 1980), 25.

12 % ®, Giles, Chuang Tzu, 24.
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BRIk Ealk T AN AR SR —E SRR EL ~ R AT A SR 2
AIAEEIRRE o PFRIE Watson Y5347 - HEF8H ¥ DARTREMNE ZE T #-p & e
Aefraedi ko EEEIAFR Tpd |, (freedom) o "MEEHEREN TF
£ 80 AN BIREE » A B DABE (R R EHAE S - Watson F5H1
FEF IR E A B BB BEE - RILEF2 A FRF IR R T 2
A HEIRERITEHGEC -

FIEEAR (&) Pt EE R ATHE (EEL) 8 GHErF)
AEME T EFETE, - A FIRAAITEIR (CEEL) FEBRIER T HF# T
FRBE T soEFE e A EARDEE > FIAE P hE Fei- B A
- BERABOPERY RS HG it gk SEENE - GEF) IE

\

5—‘%64’Eéiﬁ‘ipvf"ﬁ%%i%‘ﬁoféﬁi SRR AZART B
Boomipl i BEAE 4 B GG U skt o B 3 G ELAOP AR
Ao RELDER o FHAEF R G & 22 TP o - B AR

13 Giles, Chuang Tzu, 20.

o [BEERTFEAYILEE ¢ “all sense knowledge is relative, and sense is the only organ of
knowledge, therefore real knowledge is impossible.”

o EFNEFZAITIES ¢ “the relativity of sense knowledge leads men to draw a sharp contrast
between sense and reason and to turn away from the outward in order to listen to the inward
voice.”

o FENH T BRI E&H/ZEHF FKE ¢ “[h]eis an idealist and a mystic, with all the idealist's
hatred of a utilitarian system, and the mystic's contemplation for a life of mere external
activity.”

4 Giles, Chuang Tzu, 24.

P2 RE-EHRNERTEE NIRRT ) 690 -

16 Burton Watson, The Complete Works of Chuang Tzu (New York: Columbia University Press, 1970),
3.

17 Watson, The Complete Works of Chuang Tzu, 10.

18 “It is a view commonly accepted that the Taoist philosophers Lao Tzu and Chuang Tzu represented
mysticism in ancient China. . . . [The Daodejing] contains ideas that are down-to-earth rather than
mystic, as the aim was to help a man pick his way through all the hazards inherent in living in a
disorderly age.” 2:®, Lau, Mencius - A Bilingual Translation (Revised Edition), xlviii.
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HLELRH,  BRELTRIMEESVH " #2ZERE, -
=~ T FVEFHEER

19 “Chuang Tzu, on the other hand, has a better claim to being a mystic. He had a vision of a universe
that transcended values which are, at best, of only limited validity. The purpose of his view of the
universe is to foster an attitude of resignation. There was, for Chuang Tzu, no safe recipe for survival.
The only thing a man can do is to refuse to recognize the conventional values assigned to life and
death. In Chuang Tzu's thought there is a sense of oneness with the universe, and that is what qualifies
him as a mystic . . .” Lau, Mencius - A Bilingual Translation (Revised Edition), xIviii.

20« atrue mystic, it seems to me, ought to feel that the universe has a purpose and this is missing in
Chuang Tzu. Mencius, on the other hand, is more truly a mystic. Not only does he believe that a man
can attain oneness with the universe by perfecting his own moral nature, but he has absolute faith in the
moral purpose of the universe.” Lau, Mencius - A Bilingual Translation (Revised Edition), xlviii.
WAETROT) WE TIPS HE NG AR A A A REmLYP L
LAY T Fe T LR o —EEEEEEN T T BRilE T
—{EERL "B HRES ARG E T B ERE ) MR -
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22 Van Norden, Bryan, "Mencius", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Fall 2019 Edition),
Edward N. Zalta (ed.), URL = <https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2019/entries/mencius/>.
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28 2 F, Bai, "Zhuangzi's Conception of Human Nature (Xing 4£)," 245-63.
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2 James Ware, The Sayings of Mencius (New York: The New American Library, 1960), 11.

30 Ware, The Sayings of Mencius, 15.

31 James Ware, The Sayings of Chuang Chou (New York: The New American Library, 1963), 7.
32 Ware, The Sayings of Chuang Chou, 11.
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3 Ware, The Sayings of Chuang Chou, 7.

3 Ware, The Sayings of Chuang Chou, 13.
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36 Hans Walter Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, Revised edition ed. (London: SCM Press,
2012).

3T Wolff [ AAVIZERELI T © THE BEING OF MAN (An anthropological language primer) ~ (b)
THE TIME OF MAN (Biographical Anthropology) ~ (c¢) THE WORLD OF MAN (Sociological
Anthropology) °
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38 “Concepts like heart, soul, flesh and spirit . . . are not infrequently interchangeable in Hebrew
poetry.” Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 7.

3 Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 8.

OWolff BANE T 22 eh> R | TBEE "2 fest 4 2 54 1 “Here too it seems to me less
important to draw an exact borderline than to observe the particular character of the syncretic-
stereometric way of thinking, which permits different nuances of meaning to go hand in hand to a great
extent.” Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 23.

ACAIEEEY 288 7TE > HrEEAR o https://www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/GEN.2.CNV

42 “When, therefore, the throat or neck are mentioned, there is frequently an echo of the view of man as
needy and in danger, who therefore yearns with his n. for food and the preservation of his life; and this
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E“O

vital longing, desiring, striving or yearning can, even when the n. is mentioned, dominate the concept
itself . . . ” Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 15.

3 ((kﬁ*>> 10 3 3 6] > HrEEA - https://www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/PRO.10.CNV

(W REL) 23 B 9Hf » HEEK - hitps://www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/EX0.23.CNV

B (FIFREL) 24 Z 176 » FrEEK - https://www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/LEV.24.CNV.

O (=) 3EE 2260 0 HEEA - https://www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/PRO.3.CNV. Wolff,
Anthropology of the Old Testament, 17-21.

47 “If we survey the wide context in which the n. of man and man as n. can be observed, we see above
all man marked out as the individual living being who has neither acquired, nor can preserve, life by
himself, but who is eager for life, spurred on by vital desire, as the throat (the organ for receiving
nourishment and for breathing) and the neck (as the part of the body which is especially at risk) make
clear. Although in this way n. shows man primarily in his need and desire, that includes his emotional
excitability and vulnerability.” Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 24-25.

B (REED) 8ETEHI  MEEA T Tew i 57 H 2 E [basar] 5 o
https://www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/NUM.8.CNV.

4 Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 32-36. 558, (BITHEL) 2 F 76 » Fress @ T e s
A e g A f A F R e T4 ,?KA,T},;k FARDEA S LT e
https://www. blble com/zh- TW/blble/40/GEN 2.CNV.

173

doi:10.6342/NTU202502343


https://www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/PRO.10.CNV
https://www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/EXO.23.CNV
https://www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/LEV.24.CNV
https://www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/PRO.3.CNV
https://www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/NUM.8.CNV
https://www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/GEN.2.CNV

MR A - fJPUES - AR AECH TEE ) - EEEEK
W Ty (leb(ab)) HJPZ - PALATERD 41 T8 ? S5 fink
VHGE E 0 e  ALAHEEE W T et dl g e g i @ dnd
PfeEdp sl AOHEDUSSS HAER > 41 AP A dhe & e Bp A
g w84 o AR Tl BT EESE ) (ESSE LIECR T AT, BT
2 o e AR E SR A RIS - AR N AERKREC - SRERE
BERE > —(E A BESIR R — (B R SIAREAA » SRS RIER TATARYES -
Do g TR MR (ET) Ak AR TR ) BRI
& (HT) BRI R

RRRI = > BTSRRI A RN B AT T 5 A 1 & S B L
ok o ANPTDAGE Tota s/ "EESR ) BT 5 ) WO(ETEIEEAR o T EARVES
B2~ BAEERET]  WRARAREHATER "5 - G TERE A EN YL
RAKRKAIZER] AR NAREM TRE ) T B - WA HERNE
BEEiE T A A LRI R NS SR SRR A ERS - (HEHE
BB LRI EINES: - PefMIREH L mT DURFAMIRTAE - AGHEST T —20RI4T -
(Z) (EE) AHHEE

EEVEERSE IRER I AUV AE A - (B2 VAT R H AR SIS M2
B EHIRE ST o AVEIEHERYSHE IS —EEE MR A0S - TS I RERY A
BLERN I ERTE B N RBAHAVEE - > () 38 2 13-14 BilReT AR iE
LECEENEH CHVIR TR ERE S -

44

AL BRSO AL

30 Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 41-44.
SU(EERE) 255 176 » A - https:/www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/PSA.25.CNV.

(=) 165 196 » HEAK - https://www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/PRO.16.CNV.

(=) 155 146 > HEAK - https://www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/PRO.15.CNV.
52 “It is positively by definition that Deut. 29.3 presupposes that the heart is destined for understanding
(lada'at), in the same way that the eyes are destined for seeing and the ears for hearing . . . ” Wollff,
Anthropology of the Old Testament, 47.
53 “Such fullness of perception comes from receptive hearing. That is why Solomon's great wisdom
consists in the fact that he does not ask for long life, riches, or the lives of his enemies, but for 'a
hearing heart' (I Kings 3.9-12). It is the wise and discerning heart because of its capacity for
hearing . . . . In this way his 'heart' also then acquires the 'breadth' (rohab leb) to grasp the fullness of
all world phenomena (I Kings 4.29-34).” Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 47.
34 “Since human life is reasonable life, the hearing ear and the properly directed tongue are the essential
organs for man.” Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 75.
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36 “The man who, having closed his ears, takes himself as starting point and never moves away from
himself not only loses his humanity among men; he also sets himself as God in opposition to God; thus
he becomes godless even in his piety (Prov. 28.9): 'If one turns away his ear from hearing the law even
his prayer is an abomination.” Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 76.

37 “Thus the mouth, which expresses what ear and eye had perceived, becomes the organ which
distinguishes man above all other creatures. The animal also has an ear as such, as well as an eye. It is
in man's speech that his ear evinces itself as being a truly human ear and his eye as being a human
eye.” Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 77.

¥ (ETEEELE) -

3 “Most of these verbs are not applied to other created things. This will no doubt be enough to show
that with the human organ of speech we are coming particularly near to man's specific being. The
capacity for language provides the essential condition for the humanity of man.” Wolff, Anthropology
of the Old Testament, 78.
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%0 “He is destined to live and not fall victim to death . . . . Man is destined for life.” Wolff,

Anthropology of the Old Testament, 223.
O (=) 15 2460 » HEEA - https://www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/PRO.15.CNV.

02 fitr {1y = {EFZEREZ“To love his fellow-man,” “To rule over creation,”1“To praise God” = Wollff,

Anthropology of the Old Testament, 225-28.
O (FIFREE) 19 % 17-18 £ » ¥ZEA - https://www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/LEV.19.CNV.

0 (AItHzC) 13526 ~ 28 € » #E%4 - https:/www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/GEN.1.CNV.
0 (FE) 8% 5-6 £ HE¥ A o https:/www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/PSA.8.CNV.
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% “The destiny of men differs so deeply and is so deeply divided; but their common destiny, to join
together in love, is fulfilled in their coming together in the praise of God . . . . In praise such as this the
destiny of man - his destiny to live in the world, his destiny to love his fellow men, and his destiny to
rule over all non-human creation - finds its truly human fulfilment. Otherwise man, becoming his own
idol, turns into a tyrant; either that or, falling dumb, he loses his freedom.” Wolff, Anthropology of the
Old Testament, 229.

6 “In Ps. 8, therefore, man's destiny to praise God and therefore to enter into a grateful dialogue with
his Creator is not pushed aside by his fascination with his own capabilities; for he also keeps himself
and his own neediness in view (v.4) . .. ” Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 228.
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72 “This contrasts the definition of the dead (one who is cut off from the praise of God) with a
characterization of the living, as the man who can praise Yahweh's works and word. 'In the Old
Testament life therefore means: to have relationship. Above all: to have a relationship with God.'
'Death . . . means lack of relationship.” Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 106-07.
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75 “The heart is always recognized as being an inaccessible, hidden organ inside the body . . . . the heart
stands for the inaccessibly unexplorable - for anything that is quite simply impenetrably hidden. . . .
The heart is therefore contrasted with the outward appearance. Although it is concealed from men, it is
here the vital decisions are made.” Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 42-43.
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76 “Everything that is said about breath and blood in the anthropology of the Old Testament is
instruction in an ultimate reverence for life. But this reverence is not derived from the manifestation of
life itself; it is based on the fact that the breath and blood belong to Yahweh, and therefore life without
a steady bond with him and an ultimate tending towards him is not really life at all.” Wolff,
Anthropology of the Old Testament, 62.

77 “The relationship to God must be mentioned first here. For whatever the other relationships may be
in which man is going to be living, he lives as God's creation . . . . The powerful anthropomorphisms
stress that man receives his form and his life from God.” Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament,
93.

78 The word of God also stands at the head of man's second relationship - his relationship to

animals. . . . The fourth relationship is the one between man and earth . . . . This relationship too is
determined by Yahweh. Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 94.

7 BEYIHIRE (% ¢ “(a) Man belongs in immediate proximity to the animals. (b) Through the special
attention God devotes towards him, man is at the same time unmistakably differentiated from the
animals.” Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 95.

B+ 1AV RER (% © “Itis a threefold one. Man is created out of the earth (2.7; cf. 3.19, 23); he has to
work the soil (3.23); and he returns to the earth at his death (3.19). Moreover both the tilling of the soil
and the final return to the earth are related to his creation from the earth (cf. 3.19, 23 with 2.7).” [5]
o

80 «yahweh's decision to improve man's condition only reaches its goal with the creation of the third
relationship, which takes precedence over the second in importance; this decision was to give man a
companion, through the creation of woman.” Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 94.
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81 “the woman was made of a rib out of the side of Adam; not made out of his head to rule over him,
nor out of his feet to be trampled upon by him, but out of his side to be equal with him, under his arm
to be protected, and near his heart to be beloved” https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/matthew-
henry/Gen.2.21-Gen.2.25

82 “The life of the individual in ancient Israel is always firmly integrated into the bonds of his family
and thus of his people. Wherever he is set apart or isolated, something unusual if not something
threatening, is happening, although it is also ultimately something essential if man is truly to become
man.” Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 214.
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87 Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Life: What on Earth Am I Here For? (Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 2012), 149.
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88 «“Since the redemption that God grants and works out in Christ is meant to accomplish complete
deliverance from sin and all its consequences, it includes sanctification and glorification from the very
beginning, along with justification.” Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics (Volume Four - Holy
Spirit, Church, and New Creation) (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2008), 232.

¥ (ZEEE) 5F 1267 » FreEA - https:/www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/ROM.5.CNV.
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N (FBultEE) 123 28-31 £ » ¥#EK - https://www.bible.com/zh-TW/bible/40/GEN.1.CNV

o1 «“But the tribes of Israel knew that as Yahweh's people they were especially closely bound together,
above all on the basis of their common salvation history and Yahweh's proclamation of his will (Josh.
24). ... What is particularly noteworthy, and had far-reaching consequences, is that even the people on
the very outskirts of early Israelite society are included in this brotherhood . . . . From the king down to
the slave ‘all Israel’ lives on the common ‘heritage’ of the land which Yahweh has given her (Deut.
12.9; 15.4; 19.10 and frequently elsewhere). That is why one man is the other man's brother. The
relationship founded on Yahweh takes precedence over physical brotherhood (Deut. 13.7ff.; cf. Ex.
32.29).” Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 187.
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92 “Genesis makes it strikingly evident that morally Israel is no better than the rest of the world. But it
experiences a word that leads it further, and that sets up ripples extending beyond its own brothers.”
Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 188.

%3 Here the enemy's emergency becomes the chance to overcome enmity. It emerges from Egyptian
texts that fiery coals really were heaped on a man's head in an atonement trial, as a sign of shame and
remorse on the part of someone who has been guilty of an offence. Thus the wise man begins to
practise love of his enemy in his misfortune may expect that the man who hates him will also be sorry
for the enmity, and that he will be ready for reconciliation. He can hope that Yahweh will 'complete’
(sIm piel) the act for him. Thus Paul can pick up the Old Testament word of wisdom exactly (Rom
12.17-21). Wolft, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 190-91.

94« .. that special relationship to the rest of creation in which God sets man . . . is the dominating
relationship . . . . It is precisely in his function as ruler that he is God's image . . . . man is set in the
midst of creation as God's statue. He is evidence that God is the Lord of creation; but as God's steward
he also exerts his rule, fulfilling his task not in arbitrary despotism but as a responsible agent.” [5] - -
H 160-161 -

%5 “All and everything that is to be found in the world is revealed as being God's creation;
consequently, for the man who has grasped this, there is neither a divine earth, nor divine beasts, nor
divine constellations, nor any other divine spheres basically inaccessible to man. The whole
demythologized world can become man's environment, his space for living, something which he can
mould.” Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 162.
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% ¢(b) The nature of the universal human stewardship is absolute dominance . . . . It always means an

action in which man reduces something to his use through the application of force (Josh. 18.1). Thus
mankind as God's image is equipped with certain capacities and authorized to have the world at his
disposal . . . . The meaning 'to rule' has perhaps developed out of the meaning 'to tread' . . . describing
the activity of the wine-press. This points in the direction of a re-fashioning activity, such as takes
place in the wine-press when the grapes are turned into wine. Man is empowered to make comparable
useful alterations.” Wolff, Anthropology of the Old Testament, 163.

97 ¢(c) As the object of rule, first of all the earth is named as a whole, and then the animals in particular.
Why are they singled out? Only they can be considered possible rivals to man.” Wolff, Anthropology of
the Old Testament, 163.

98 “There are three great motivations to humility: it becomes us as creatures; it becomes us as sinners;
and it becomes us as saints. Humility is first seen in the angels, in man before the Fall, and in Jesus as
the Son of Man. In our fallen state, humility points us to the only way by which we can return to our
rightful place as creatures. As Christians, the mystery of grace teaches us that as we lose ourselves in
the overwhelming greatness of redeeming love, humility becomes to us the consummation of
everlasting blessedness.” Andrew Murray, Humility: The Journey Toward Holiness (Grand Rapids:
Bethany House Publishers, 2001), 10.
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100 “Humility is wisdom's indispensable accompaniment (Prov. 18.12) . . . . Pride is the twin of

foolishness. For arrogance which abandons the fear of God also robs man of his future. Only the

humble remains truly man, for wisdom sets him on the truth path of the fear of Yahweh.” Wolff,

Anthropology of the Old Testament, 213.
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3° 3% (posse peccare) 4w J° % (posse non peccare) - # * E % % j= % (non posse peccare)
% J° 3 (non posse non peccare) i 4 o | “Augustine is famous for distinguishing various moral
states or conditions of man both prior to the fall and after it. Before the fall Adam had the ability to sin
(posse peccare) and the ability not to sin (posse non peccare). He did not possess the inability to sin
(non posse peccare) or the inability not to sin (non posse non peccare).” R. C. Sproul, Grace
Unknown: The Heart of Reformed Theology (Grand Rapids: Baker Publishing, 1997), 123.

103 Thomas Boston, Human nature in its fourfold state, of primitive integrity, entire depravity, begun
recovery, and consummate happiness or misery (Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication,
1850), iii-v.

104 Mark Talbot, Give Me Understanding That I May Live: Situating Our Suffering within God's
Redemptive Plan (Wheaton: Crossway, 2022), 15.
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109« . Solomon's great wisdom consists in the fact that he does not ask for long life, riches, or the
lives of his enemies, but for 'a hearing heart' (I Kings 3.9-12).” Wolff, Anthropology of the Old
Testament, 47.
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119 The ESV Study Bible, English Standard Version, (Wheaton: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 55-56.
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