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Abstract

Previous studies have begun to perceive the function of art dissemination
concurrently served by the mounting industry in the earlier days of Taiwan. However,
little attention has been devoted to the phenomena that the development of the mounting
industry per se has also been influenced by geopolitics-driven cultural exchanges and
that the changes in the decorative art of mounting produced by the development of the
industry have delivered to people a new experience of viewing and using artworks in
their lives. In light of this gap, the present study sets out to investigate how the regional
cultural exchanges among Japan, China, and Taiwan reshaped the professionals,
techniques, and substances/materials in the mounting industry over the course ofits
development in Taiwan over Japanese colonial rule. Additionally, this study explored
what kind of mounting object usage culture was created, and further reassessed the
characteristics and influences of the mounting industry in Taiwan under Japanese
colonial rule.

Through a horizontal comparison of the development of the mounting industry in
modern Japan and China, and a vertical analysis of the evolutionary history of the
mounting industry in Taiwan from the Qing dynasty to the Japanese colonial period, this
study obtained the following findings. In former times, Taiwan inherited mounting
techniques from Fujian and Guangdong immigrants who arrived during the Qing
dynasty. In the Japanese colonial period, immigrants from Japan and China contributed
to the integration of the modern mounting industries of the two countries in Taiwan,
forming a new and diversified appearance of Taiwan’s mounting industry. With respect
to techniques, materials, and business models, Taiwan’s mounting industry learned the
strengths of its counterparts from both countries and incorporated local experiences to
steadily expand its scale. In addition, despite their reliance on external resources,
mounting businesses in Taiwan leveraged the unique advantage of fusion and fuzziness
in ethnicity, language, material resources, and culture resulting from the position of
Taiwan as a colony in the gap between the borders of Japan and China. In this manner,
they could possibly become agents straddling both Japanese and Chinese art markets.
Such diversity and fusion was also manifested in the way consumers used mounting
objects. Taiwanese people combined their traditional habits with the Western- and
Japanese-style interior space decoration patterns and display cultures for mounting
objects introduced during the Japanese colonial period to freely select what was
considered suitable according to their needs. In turn, the usage culture also influenced
the development of the mounting industry. The extensive and diverse range of mounting
objects gave momentum to the development of the industry. Consumers would also
consider the situations where mounting objects were used when choosing a mounting
business.

An examination of the general profile of the mounting industry in Taiwan under
Japanese colonial rule in technique-wise, social, and cultural aspects have revealed that
the industry integrated Taiwanese artists, collectors, and personnel in related industries.
These individuals were interwoven to createan urban arts and cultural network that
affected the artistic taste of the consumer population. Further, the linkage between
Taiwan’s mounting techniques, materials, and socio-culture in regional cultural
exchanges was demonstrated.
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ZRobert Hans van Gulik, Chinese Pictorial Art as Viewed by the Connoisseur: Notes on the Means and
Methods of Traditional Chinese Connoisseurship of Pictorial Art, Based Upon a Study of the Art of
Mounting Scrolls in China and Japan (Rome: Instituto Italiano per il Medio ed Estremo Oriente,1958).
2y (TERE ) AR ? SR IMELSC AR B ) » (A SCREIER ) 20 HA (2014 - &) » H 453 -
2’Robert Hans van Gulik, Chinese Pictorial Art as Viewed by the Connoisseur: Notes on the Means and
Methods of Traditional Chinese Connoisseurship of Pictorial Art, Based Upon a Study of the Art of
Mounting Scrolls in China and Japan, pp.57-104.
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ZRobert Hans van Gulik, Chinese Pictorial Art as Viewed by the Connoisseur: Notes on the Means and
Methods of Traditional Chinese Connoisseurship of Pictorial Art, Based Upon a Study of the Art of
Mounting Scrolls in China and Japan, pp.13-19.
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