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Enlightenment Discourses of Left-Wing Intellectuals and Writers in
Taiwan and Hong Kong after Baodiao Movement:

A Study of Guo Songfen and Chan Koon-Chung

Abstract

Baodiao movement reached its peak in 1971, subsequently evolving into a three-
way struggle and sparking a series of related social movements in Taiwan and Hong
Kong. These movements created a public discussion space for Chinese intellectuals at
home and abroad, prompting them to engage in deep debates on Chinese issues. This
enlightenment experience became a common feature among intellectuals in the 1970s
and 1980s. However, the devastation of the Cultural Revolution and the decline of the
Baodiao movement led to disillusionment among intellectuals, which in turn became
another form of enlightenment, driving them to return to or develop a sense of local

identity.

This paper focuses on Taiwanese writer Guo Songfen and Hong Kong writer
Chan Koon-Chung, exploring the enlightenment discourses of leftist intellectuals and
writers in Taiwan and Hong Kong after Baodiao movement. The paper aims to use a
“relational comparison” method to compare the literary works and thoughts of these
two writers, revealing issues such as cross-border mobility under the Cold War
framework, public discourse and social activity participation awareness of Baodiao
movement, Taiwan-Hong Kong relations comparison, debates between liberalism and
Marxism, and the self-positioning and enlightenment of leftist intellectuals. The paper

is divided into three parts:

The first part explores the news and subsequent developments of leftist or
dissenting newspapers on Baodiao movement in the early 1970s, highlighting the
development context, route conflicts, and connections of leftists in Taiwan, Hong
Kong, and the United States, as well as outlining the complex factional map of leftists
in these three regions. The Diaoyu movement broke through the long-term shielding

of leftist thoughts by the Kuomintang literary system and the US-aided literary system
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during the Cold War, inspiring intellectuals to “return to reality” and face the needs

for social and political reforms in their local societies.

The second part uses generational theory to analyze the structure of feelings of
young intellectuals in Taiwan and Hong Kong during the Diaoyu movement in the
1970s, exploring the impact of the Diaoyu Islands dispute and the subsequent political
ideal disillusionment on the youth in these three regions. Taking Guo Songfen and
Chan Koonchung as examples, the paper discusses their reflections on leftist thoughts
after the retreat of the leftist wave. Guo Songfen pointed out that intellectuals cannot
truly enlighten the proletariat, believing that the practice of leftist theories in reality
always revolves around the test of human nature. Chan Koon-Chung sought a “third

way” in the political reality of China, namely “leftist moderate liberalism.”

The third part explores the spatial/place imagery in the novels of Guo Songfen
and Chan Koon-Chung, analyzing the public nature carried in their textual spaces.
The paper establishes a theoretical connection between “textual space” and “cultural
public sphere,” emphasizing the different meanings of “spatial imagery” and “sense of
place” in novels. The former serves as a spiritual metaphor for the leftist intellectuals
in Taiwan and Hong Kong facing real difficulties, while the latter confirms the

wandering practice of different literary fields among Sinophone world.

This paper aims to deeply explore the impact of Baodiao movement on leftist
intellectuals in Taiwan and Hong Kong, further revealing the relational aspect, namely
the internal logic and aesthetics of leftist thoughts and literary creation. This
generation of intellectuals faced not only the oppression of the party-state system but
also the collapse of various ideologies. This sense of disillusionment prompted them
to focus on local societies, establishing internal order through novels, and in the
context of limited cultural public space, novels became another heterotopia, recording

the real historical and political discourses for them.

Keywords: Taiwan-Hong Kong leftists, Baodiao movement, Guo Songfen, Chan

Koon-Chung, enlightenment discourses, relational comparison
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