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Abstract

I started working as a director some twenty years ago for Gezaixi, the traditional Taiwanese
Opera , both in the outdoor space opposite the temples and in the venues of modern theaters.
Throughout these years I have been puzzled by one particular question—why gezaixi shall
constantly be “modernized”? I set out to examine Gezaixi in different historical contexts, such as
when it echoed with the rising consciousness of nationalism, when it responded to the emerging
artistic and literary classes, and how it interacted with government subsidy and resources
distribution. Gezaixi has progressed to “canonization,” represented as a national symbol and
cultural icon. I denote 1991 as the starting point of my study, because it was the year when the
well-known Holo Taiwanese Opera Troupe won the first time ever open call by National Theater
with 4 Case of a Court Judge. In the past 30 years, with the implementation of central and local
subsidy policies, both institutionalized theater venues and the evaluation system of the subsidy
policies have directed the orientation of those productions in the field, it has structured a group of
“experts and scholars” anonymous to the public in the field of cultural productions. The purpose of
subsidy policies is to justify the resources distribution, improve the artistry of the opera and boost
up the surviving business effectively. However, the same experts and scholars are also engaging
with the “canonization” of the opera and their position as artistic mediators rises up to dominance
during the process of transformation.

viii
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This dissertation attempts to study the process from the political and cultural setting of the

“Canonization” of Traditional Taiwanese Opera, the disagreements and practice about the

“tradition” of the opera and the progression of cultural policy and the making of modern theater to

defend my arguments. In addition, I also intend to demonstrate how the private business of local

professional opera troupes adapt themselves to the regulations and makings of modern theater

production in the cultural field, how they identify and compromise with the Habitus in the field

corresponding to government funding. My research thus aims firstly to delineate how the

Traditonal Taiwanese Opera transform to modern theaters, and secondly to look at the friction and

evolvement in the creation of original and traditional works, and thirdly, to recognize the

occurrences of nationalism in the rise of emerging artistic and literary classes. At the same time, [

will discuss in detail how Liao Qiongzhi, the living icon of Gezaixi, struggles with her uttermost

endeavor to achieve prominence in the field all along. However, judging by her works rooted

tradition, her efforts should be recognized as a radical innovation of Gezaixi, shaping and

defending its tradition.

The purpose of this study, finally, is to critically analyze the subtle relationship between its

its artistic aesthetic autonomy and the allocation of venue resources in Traditional Taiwanese

Opera in modern theatre since it became canonized in 1990s. The “experts and scholars” among the

emerging art and literary elites are influential, though sometimes invisible, mediators. Those who

attempt to re-write, create and reconstruct the history and cultural traditons have contributed

ix
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significantly to the canonization of the opera. Nonetheless, the government and the audience are
almost unaware of the inclination of cultural capitalization and political performance working in
good harmony. That serves well to completely conceal the setbacks and problems in the private
business of folk operas. Experts and scholars, or artistic mediators, positioned in the system as
witnesses endorsing those commissioned by the government departments to become parts of the
political spectacles during the national celebrational productions such as Maritime Glow: The Main
Lantern Is A Play, A Taiwanese Opera (2022) or Witness The Fortress (2016,2018) , as they
earn the symbolic power. The artistic involvement of these troupes and artists is bound to be
equivalent to the guarantee and endorsement of symbolic capital. This compels me to examine the
politics in the aesthetic of Gezaixi in modern theaters from the perspectives of the resources of
cultural policy, the construction of the traditions, and the Habitus and the symbolic power in the

Field.

Key words: Traditional Taiwanese Opera in modern theater; Ming Hwa Yuan arts and

cultural group,; Canonization,; Consciousness of nationalism, Liao Qiongzhi, Aesthetic Politics
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“Inasmuch as this field, particularly in the most autonomous sectors, defines

itself by eschewing or inverting the rules and regularities that constitute the

economic field, one can say that the interest promoted by this field is an interest

in disinterestedness . . .<>%
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“Symbolic power, for Bourdieu, can be understood as the mechanism through
which a symbolic system disguises, reinforces, sustains and naturalizes
established orders and relations of economic capital, networks of power and, by
extension, regimes of socio-cultural, political and economic domination.”
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514 Schirato, T., & Roberts, M. Bourdieu: A critical introduction (1sted.) [London: Routledge.2018]
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515 Schirato and Roberts, Bourdieu, p. 197.
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“This denial, on the part of aesthetic culture, of the legitimacy of both the

ar

corporeal and the commercial gazes, and the imperatives and forms of
enjoyment associated with them, ‘implies an affirmation of the superiority of
those who can be satisfied . . . with the . . . distinguished pleasures forever
closed to the profane . . . and this is why art and cultural consumption . . . fulfil a
social function of legitimating social difference.”
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723 Richard Schechner, Ch.2 : “Restoration of Behavior ,” in Between Theater and Anthropology.
[Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2010]. pp.35-36
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