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Abstract

The Chinese construction rang serves multiple semantic functions, including
causative, directive command, permissive, and passive meanings. Due to both structural
and semantic overlaps and mismatches with Japanese, Japanese-native Chinese learners
often struggle with accurate usage of rang-constructions.

This study investigates four types of errors (missing, redundancy, misselection, and
misordering) that Japanese-native Chinese learners commonly make when producing
rang-constructions, and explores the potential influence of L1 transfer and textbook
sequencing. The research is conducted in three stages: (1) error patterns are identified
through the TOCFL learner corpus; (2) a 30-item multiple-choice questionnaire is
designed based on these findings and administered to 32 Japanese-native Chinese
learners for both quantitative and qualitative analysis; (3) teaching materials from
Practical Audio-Visual Chinese, A Course in Contemporary Chinese, and Modern
Chinese are reviewed for their instructional treatment of rang-constructions.

Corpus analysis shows that (1) In terms of semantic functions, the error rate ranked
from highest to lowest as follows: causative > permissive > directive command >
passive, with passive being the least problematic; (2) In terms of error types, the ranking
was: missing > misselection > misordering > redundancy; (3) Within missing errors,
omission of the word rang was the most frequent, followed by omission of NP2; (4)
Within misselection errors, the bd-construction was most frequently misused in place
of rang, followed by the géi-construction.

Questionnaire results further reveal that: (1) Error rates for semantic functions were
ranked as follows: causative > directive command > passive > permissive, with
learners performing best on permissive usage; (2) The ranking of error types remained

the same: missing > misselection > misordering > redundancy; (3) Similar to the
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corpus findings, missing errors mostly involved the omission of rang, followed by NP2;
(4) In passive meaning contexts, the bei-construction was commonly used, a few shi-
constructions appeared for causative meanings, jido-constructions for directive
command, and géi-constructions for permissive usages.

Finally, the textbook analysis revealed that all three textbooks lacked clear semantic
distinctions, potentially causing interference in learning. It is recommended that the
multiple semantic functions of rang-constructions be taught separately, beginning with

permissive, followed by causative, directive command, and finally passive usage.

Keywords: error analysis, Rang-construction, Japanese-native Chinese learners, L1

transfer, causative constructions
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