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Abstract

HIV infection among injection drug users (IDUs) due to sharing needles and
syringes poses great challenge for the current HIV prevention tasks, and unlimited
provision of sterile needles and syringes to IDUs therefore constitutes the most
cost-effective measure of public health. “Needle and Syringe Program”, one of the core
programs of the domestic Harm Reduction Program, has been initiated nationwide since
2006. Community pharmacies are chosen to be the main locations to execute the
program. To increase the program coverage and provide more accessible services, it is
necessary to understand the responses:and willingness of pharmacists in proving and
selling clean needles and syringes: Of greater significance,. barriers encountered by
community pharmacists who'have ever pgrticipated or are-participating in the program
should be explored to provide feedbacks t;":);m'rrent program implementation.

| i

Based on the Theory. of Pla:nned Behavibr, this*study aims to examine the
perceptions, cognitions, and behavioral-characteristies of current program participants,
previous participants, and non-participants. Special experiences from previous and
current participation were particularly emphasized to respond to current policy. In
March 2008, self-administered questionnaires were distributed, mainly through mailing,
to employees/employers of community pharmacies located in four counties of northern
part of Taiwan. A total of 178 valid questionnaires were collected, which made a final

response rate of 20.8%.

The main findings are as follows: (1) 43.3% of the surveyed pharmacies were
“very willing or willing” to provide and sell sterile needles and syringes to IDUs, (2)

The major attitudinal factors affecting participation are “the program can contribute to
iv



the reduction of infections such as HIV and hepatitis, “the reactions of neighborhoods”,
and “moral and ethic consideration in the provision of needles and syringes to IDUs”. (3)
The more positive of the “attitudes” and the less influenced by the “subjective norms”
and “perceived behavioral control” the more likely a pharmacist was willing to join the
program, and (4) For non participants, safety was their primary concern, and for
previous participants, which was “demanding and heavy work load.” The major
difficulties encountered in the execution of the program were referral to other areas of
services, ineffective delivery of health education, collection of used needles and
syringes. They suggested more efforts be made to enhance campaign and drug

education.

The following aspects of suggestionsware proposed based on the above findings: (1)
To increase the coverage” of the progré:n‘ﬁ'"through maore “intensive recruitment and
training which emphasize public health im;:Iications of the“program, and by so doing to
raise the social responsibility and:passion of bommunity pharmacies and. (2) The
government should provide supports-and ‘consultations, and build partnerships with
community pharmacies to understand their needs and improve their quality of services.

(3) Incentives should be provided to reduce the socio-structural barriers faced by

community pharmacies, such as their concerns of safety.

Keywords: injection drug users, Needle and Syringe Program, community pharmacy,

Theory of Planned Behavior
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0 RS f E R R 0 R R
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1997 & 3 R = & fFd NP aZRF - =X iiﬁvj""gfiiﬁ % Freng 4451999 £ 2 2R
#% +5 ¢ (American Pharmaceutical Association) 153k 23F -2 o & 2 & § FfF i
AR TR MG R R B R st e 30 = B £ B (Taussing etal,
2000 ) :

L B fasf e i s fmH R Wi R &R che &l 2d
2. RATREFRELEPEL R GRAFOFED D
3. PREFALLFS 47 LR

£

= ~ B % g5 (Individual barriers )
=

BEE SIS, Tay T CREs L R AR
I I "ﬁw/myﬂwgﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁaﬁg“
( Taussing et al., 2000) - % & » B2 é%ﬁ% Ff% FE A K (R )P A
HAERERELT B % ﬁmﬁiﬁwiﬁﬁ\ (AR A R AR
EERER S <:§'mﬁfm e mé) §3 4 # 4 ehit » 2 (Deibert
etal., 2006 ) » 1997 # i R 5 %'&P-r %*‘c/\/%,’? BRI EEL LB
FlilF FRfez B L 2SR 2 HEBEFLREE A2 X (Sheridan et
al, 1997 ) @ P L ML BT e » FHRPEFITHFER LT RS OF

4 o | EEE 2 X ek & A v i B (Sheridan et al., 2005) ©

0O BRI 4 R R L ATE A SA s R X AR el R A
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7 5 23 (Theory of Planned Behavior, TPB) i® % 2 3 AP MR

M 7832 % (Theory of Reasoned Action, TRA ) #_% 1967 & ¢ Fishbein %
Ajzen #r#e - FIFRIE ERE S F A RFOILG c KR P AL IS g

AIENERE SRR (TR '?5 R enik 5 M %o 205 ¥ 7 5 ek & (attitude toward the
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T2 R Bt Aﬁﬁ;; :’—ﬁﬁifiﬁiﬁﬁ;ﬁqiﬂ% -

"".-l-:

TRA) #hig 0 » {7 5 '/

2 E R AR B A apdr MruFJPJr;‘aF"-'J%jfrm =dpidly ki@ TRA 4 {

SRE LR ERPEF L irai A:»Madpen::: 4(1992)* - B4% 1078 (5
" } | )
= 1 TPB ’ff' TRA ﬁ’iﬁﬁm ‘é"%‘fu 5},}] Sl ’Ej'f'\‘-’f"f:f = A L FRBliT LR E

Fe AR EFPAREERE LR WFETLER - bRZFL A0 T
CTARMEARE 2 TRnE L 2 BRREERFRAFI AR 2
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F4-4 A RS L B HERERE DR R LT HESERAR (N=1T8)
= & Fi *EE 2t Missing
BR - AR 3 ER Mean S.D R85
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CREE A )
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2 R s 337 1219 202 D174 62 0.6 240 1285 2
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