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This thesis is the study of the development of Mariology and devotion to Mary
between the 1% and the 7" century, from the beginning of Christianity to the eve of
iconoclasm. Its goal is to present the development of Mariology in its religious and
historical background, the paradoxes and contradictions in it, and the differences and
likenesses between Mary and other Goddess cults, which lead us to understand the
peculiarity of Christianity and how it changed when progressing into a more popular
religion. Then we can try to interpretithe meaﬁing of the history of Mariology, which,
as this thesis presents, is to help us to “ré;tfégig.the idea of an omnipotent God and the

I
(]

relationship between God and men:.

Keywords: Early Christianity, Catholicism, the Virgin Mary, Mariology, Marian Cult.
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Lyons, Against Heresies, 3, 21, 1, in Anti Nicene Fathers, Volume I, 451.
% R. E. Brown et al eds, 92 n.193-94; Hilda Graef, Mary: A History of Doctrine and Devotion
(London: Sheed & Ward, 1985), 3-5.
8 R. E. Brown et al eds, 91-92.
John Chrysostom, Homily on Matthew, 5, 4, in Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Volume X, 30-31.
Justin Martyr, Dialogue with Trypho, Chapter 84, in Anti Nicene Fathers, Volume I, 241.
Irenaeus of Lyons, Against Heresies, 3, 21, 1, in Anti Nicene Fathers, Volume I,451.
Origen, Contra Celsus, Book 1, Chapter 35, in Ante-Nicene Fathers, Volume VI, 411.
John Chrysostom, Homily on Matthew, 5, 4, in Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Volume X, 30-31.
Justin Martyr, Dialogue with Trypho, Chapter 70-74, in Anti Nicene Fathers, Volume I, 233-36.
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8 Protoevangelium of James, 19-20, in J. K. Elliott ed., The Apocryphal New Testament: A Collection
of Apocryphal Christian Literature in an English Translation Based on M. R. James (Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 2007), 64-65.
% Clement of Alexandria, Stromata, 7, 16, trans. by William Wilson in Anti Nicene Fathers, Volume II,
edited by A. Roberts, J. Donaldson, and A. C. Coxe (New York: Christian Literature Publishing Co.,
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"' Gregory of Nyssa, Vita Mosis, 2, 21, quoted from H. Graef, 65-66.
™ «And when He was born from His mother's womb, He yet preserved the fence of her chastity and
the inviolate seal of her virginity.” Ambrose, Epistle 63, 33, trans. by H. De Romestin in Nicene and
Post-Nicene Fathers, Second Series, Volume X, 461.
3 Augustine, Sermo CLXXXVI, 1, quoted from H. Graef, 95; Sermo CXCI, 2, quoted from H. Graef,
96.
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" Proclus of Constantinople, Homily 1, 2, quoted from L. Gambero, 253.

"7 «“And in this man God was born, taking the flesh of an ancient race, without the help, however, of
the ancient seed, in order that He might reform it with a new seed, that is, in a spiritual manner, and
cleanse it by the re-moval of all its ancient stains.” “It was simply this, that (He was born) of a virgin in
the real manner which we have indicated, in order that our regeneration might have virginal
purity,—spiritually cleansed from all pollutions through Christ, who was Himself a virgin, even in the
flesh, in that He was born of a virgin's flesh.” Tertullian, On the Flesh of Christ, Chapter 17&20, in
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Anti Nicene Fathers, Volume III, 539.
8 Jennifer Wright Knust, Abandoned to Lust: Sexual Slander and Ancient Christianity (New York:
Columbia University Press, 2006), 37-8.
" Roger Steven Evans, Sex and Salvation: Virginity as a Soteriological Paradigm in Ancient
Christianity (Maryland: University Press of America, 2003), 3-4; 10-12.
% Joyce E. Salesbury, Church Fathers, Independent Virgins (London; New York: Verso, 1991), 12-21.
81 Jerome, Against Jovinianus, 1, 32, trans. by W. H. Fremantle, G. Lewis, and W. G. Martley in Nicene
and Post-Nicene Fathers, Second Series, Volume VI, edited by P. Schaff and H. Wace (New York:
Christian Literature Publishing Co., 1892), 370.
82 Origen, Contra Celsus, Book 1, Chapter 35, in Ante-Nicene Fathers, Volume VI, 411.
8 1. Pelikan, The Christian Tradition: A History of the Development of Doctrine, v.1: The Emergence
of the Catholic Tradition (100-600) (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1971), 288-90.
8 Gregory Nazianzen, Oratio, 45, 9, trans. by G. Browne and J. E. Swallow in Nicene and Post-Nicene
Fathers, Second Series, Volume VII, 425-26. Ki{l|pUFaE T LIfl FJIJ”'E[E"ﬁff]JEtIE‘T I E’[JEFPJ
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the Church, 3 1 2, quoted from L. Gambero 110.
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85 Ambrose, Explanatio in Psalm. CXVIII, 5, 3, quoted from H. Graef, 87.
% M. Warner, 39-40.
87 B Lpin] [ T I E{;EIEPE? (IR pLoR] 2 3 FE* =P - fL R. Price, “Theotokos:
The Title and its Slgnlﬁcance in Doctrme and Devotion,” in Mary: The Complete Resource, ed.
Sarah Jane Boss (New York: Oxford University Press, 2007), 56.
% Gregory Nazianzen, Letter to Cledonius the Priest against Apollinarius, in Nicene and
Post-Nicene Fathersh, Second Series, Volume VII, 439
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% R. Price (2007), 56-57. A {EEEET~" fL Athanasius, Contra Arianos, Discourse III, Chapter
XXVI, 29, in Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Second Series, Volume IV, 409; Ambrose,
Concerning Virginity, 11, 2, 7, trans. by H. De Romestin in Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Second
Series, Volume X, 374; Jerome, Letter XXII to Eustochium, 38 & 41; The Perpetual Virginity of Mary,
8, trans. by W. H. Fremantle, G. Lewis, and W. G. Martley in Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers,
Second Series, Volume VI, 39, 41, 338; Epiphanius of Salamis, Ancoratus, 32, quoted from L.
Gambero, 123.

%S, Benko, 250-1; Joseph Sollier, "Apollinarianism," in The Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 1 (New
York: Robert Appleton Company, 1907).

' Gregory of Nyssa, Letter 3, quoted from L. Gambero, 153.

2 |1 H. Graef, 74.
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% F. Loofs, Nestoriana, 338, quoted from H. Graef, 104.
% John Chapman, "Nestorius and Nestorianism," in The Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 10 (New York:
Robert Appleton Company, 1911).
% Kenneth G. Holum, Theodosian Empresses: Women and Imperial Dominion in Late Antiquity
(Berkeley; Los Angeles; London: University of California Press, 1982), 197.
% John Chapman, "St. Cyril of Alexandria," in The Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 4 (New York:
Robert Appleton Company, 1908).
7 Cyril of Alexandria, Against Diodore of Tarsus and Theodore of Mopsuestia (fragments of book
1), trans. by P. E. Pusey in 4 Library of Fathers of the Holy Catholic Church: Anterior to the
Division of the East and West, Vol. 47 (Oxford: James Parker & Co., 1881), 322.
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% R. Price (2007), 60-2.
% Theodore of Mopsuestia, On the Incarnation, Book XII, trans. by Richard A. Norris in The
Christological Controversy (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1980), 121-22.
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"% H. Graef, 109.
195 W. H. C. Frend, ‘Popular Religion and Christological Controversy’ in Popular Belief and Practice:
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Society, edited by G. J. Cuming and Derek Baker (London: Cambridge University Press, 1972), 20-26.
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1% Peter J. Tomson, "Jesus and his Judaism," in The Cambridge Companion to Jesus, edited by
Markus Bockmuehl (Cambridge University Press, 2001), 25-40.
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