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Fraternal Solidarity in Motion:

A Social organization of Filipino Seamen in Nanfang-ao

Lin, Jia-He

Master’s Thesis of Graduate Institute of Building and Planning, National Taiwan University

Abstract

The Filipino seamen in fishery are not only labor power at the bottom of the
primary sector of Taiwan, but are also recognized to be part of sea-based workers
among millions of overseas Filipino contract workers. The Philippines is on top of
crew nationality in the merchant seafaring worldwide. Filipino seafarers are regarded
as professional overseas workers as well as ideal breadwinners in Philippine society.
Nevertheless, Filipino seafarers at the entry level are widely suffered by severe

unemployment due to over-competition under labor-market segmentation.

Filipino seamen of Ilonggo Seafarers Organization (ISO) re-construct their social
networks and develop an institution during the labor life in Nanfang-ao fishery. They
take use of their experiences to join in-fraternity clubs in the Philippines to manage
the organization. The interaction between the members also reflects the habits and
values of “barkada” male bonding in the Philippine society. On the basis of collective
identification of seafarers and mutual trust, ISO initiates their own mutual-aid system
to support the livelihoods of each member’s family. Also, they share the social capital
to enhance the mobility in the transnational migration field with each other.

The thesis argues the independent organizations/associations of migrant workers
in Taiwan can only be understood through the multiple cultures, traditions, and social
positions they are embedded. Moreover, “self-organizing” as a representative practice
of social capital, its function and meaning has to be analyzed under the perspective of

transnational migration.

Keywords: fishery workers, seamen, seafarers, social organization, solidarity,

fraternity, mobility
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DEPLOYMENT OF OVERSEAS FILIPINO WORKERs

1984 - 2002
AR oD CROWIH JESBED CRONI o RN
1984 300,378 - 50,604 - 350,982 -
1985 320,494 6.70 52,290 3.33 372,784 6.21
1986 323,517 0.94 54,697 4.60 378,214 1.46
1987 382,229 18.15 67,042 22.57 449,271 18.79
1988 385,117 0.76 85,913 28.15 471,030 4.84
1989 355,346 -7.73 103,280 20.21 458,626 -2.63
1990 334,883 -5.76 111,212 7.68 446,095 -2.73
1991 489,260 46.10 125,759 13.08 615,019 37.87
1992 549,655 12.34 136,806 8.78 686,461 11.62
1993 550,872 0.22 145,758 6.54 696,630 1.48
1994 564,031 2.39 154,376 5.91 718,407 3.13
1995 488,173 -13.45 165,401 7.14 653,574 -9.02
1996 484,653 -0.72 175,469 6.09 660,122 1.00
1997 559,227 15.39 188,469 7.41 747,696 13.27
1998 638,343 14.15 193,300 2.56 831,643 11.23
1999 640,331 0.31 196,689 1.75 837,020 0.65
2000 643,304 0.46 198,324 0.83 841,628 0.55
2001 662,648 3.00 204,951 3.30 867,599 3.08
2002 682,315 3.00 209,593 2.30 891,908 2.80

ERIE © POEA (Philippines Overseas Employment Agency )
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ILONGGOS SEAFARERS ORGANIZATION
RULES AND REGULATION

1. Before you fill-up the application form, you must be agree and understand all the
rules and regulations.

FEHEFHFER AT FHLERILRE AR PRI N -

2. Can speak and understand Ilonggo language.
BHREE A #E (& longgosf -

3. Willingness to pay monthly contributions or depend to you to increase.
& BT S E0 S B BT TR TR RS -

4. You must be always active and present in every meeting.
B ERAG L g

5. Filled up application formed completely and passed all necessary documents.
Otherwise application will not be“aceepted'to ILONGGO SEAFARERS
ORGANIZATION.

HEEHEE SR HAE AT N8 WA 3N & 2

6. All members must be voluntarily helps-in case of emergency.

AT g B A EG IS EARERY R0 ¢

7. Any problems must be reported to I:S.O. officers.
A AR RE P E B R S. O 5l -

8. Failuer to comply or committed violation, three (3) times with no reasonable cause
will be terminated from organization.

AR GEENE - B0 HiESHEFN  FEHUSg B &R -

9. Any problems with in the organization must be discussed within the members and
officers.

ETELLHERAHRE Y TRE - $7R 2 I Bt g B Bda i SE Fa 5 -

10. All rules and regulations must be obeyed and implemented.

BB RCE L LA RREY -
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Orapnization

SU-AO PORT I-LAN TAIWAN

Photo
ISO MEMBER SHEET FORM

Surname: Given Name: Middle Name:

Date of Birth: Place of Birth: Blood Type:
Citizenship: Sex: 1 Male [1 Female
Civil Status: [ Single [T Married [ Other
Name of Spouse:
Children: No.of son/s:__ No.of daughter/s:
Religion:
Hobby: 1 Music 1 Games 1 Others
Education: 1 High School [ College [T1 Vocational School
School Graduated: ___
Course Graduated:
Home Address(Philippines):

Contact No.(PHIL.):
Taiwan Address:
Contact No.(Taiwan):
Company’s Name and address:

Passport No.: ) Date of Expiry:
ARC No:_ Date of Expiry:

Health Insurance No.:

Other Information:
Cell Phone No.:

SIGNATURE MEMBER

99



