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Abstract

It is in the late Ming dynasty that the Jesuits Michele Ruggieri (1543-1607),
Matteo Ricci (1552-1610), and, later on, Jodo Soeiro (1566-1607) embarked on an
adventurous journey into China, bringing their baggage of theology, philosophy and
science, as well as a humanist and Christian vision of the world, freshly reviewed by
the gradual Catholic reformation taking place throughout Sixteenth-Century Europe.
They entered a country at once unknown and yet somewhat familiar to them, China
having been the source of their imagination since Marco Polo, and the object of Saint
Francis-Xavier’s (1506-1552) missionary endeavours while he was preaching in Japan,
where the latter noticed the great inﬂuence Chinese culture had in its neighbouring
countries. .

Once Ruggieri and Ricci entered thxi-ltf:‘l_%ai-.l;-.1582, they soon realized the
overwhelming difficulties they were tcl; _Iface; '.'In Qfder to dvercome these difficulties,
they searched in their respective ;ulturles for_ a p.(.)i.ri't' of‘encounter, which was to be the
importance and high impact of written culture, common to both European and Chinese
cultures. Thus, the Jesuits used China’s print culture to publish an astonishingly large
number of works. Between 1514 and 1727, Henri Bernard recorded a number of 623
published works by the Jesuits, most of them about the Christian doctrine. These
Chinese catechetical works should not only be observed from their Chinese point of
view, but also from the European view, taking into account the background of the Jesuit
missionaries. Furthermore, we must keep in mind that these texts were often
co-authored, be it by several Western missionaries or by the Chinese and the
missionaries, be it directly or indirectly—for instance by the writing of prefaces or

postscripts. Therefore, as a means of communications and as a fruit of the Sino-Western

viii



dialogue, what role have these catechetical works played in the gradual process of the
Sino-Western dialogue?

The main objective of this thesis is to explore this process of cross-cultural
encounter, through a series of early catechetical works by the first Jesuits of China:
Tianzhu shilu (by Ruggieri, published in 1584), Tianzhu shiyi (Ricci, 1603), Jiren
shipian (Ricci, 1608), and Tianzhu shengjiao yueyan (Soeiro, 1601). These catechetical
works were all written before 1610, in the early period of Jesuit missionary activities,
and they are considered more as apologetics, or pre-catechetical dialogues, rather than
catechisms containing the whole of Christian doctrine. Through the analysis and
comparison of these apologetics, I would like to observe the reinterpretation by the
missionaries of their own identity and the gradu_al elaboration of a specifically “Chinese
Christian” identity. While putting irito words and interpreting the Other, the Jesuits

carried with them the heavy baggage of 'E{'.E_op_ean culture and thoughts, using the latter

to reinterpret Chinese culture, but ‘at th'e;: sarﬁ@ time, the dialogue established with the
Chinese was to influence both sides in the process,bringing them to reconsider and

even redefine their respective identities.

Keywords: Sino-Western dialogue, catechisms, apologetics, Tianzhu shilu, Tianzhu

shiyi, Jiren shipian, Tianzhu shengjiao yueyan
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http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?doc=Perseus:text:1999.04.0057/ (accessed June 8, 2007)
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58 J. B. Morin, Dictionnaire étymologique du frangois dérivés du grec (Paris: Imprimerie Impériale,

1809), http://books.google.fr/books?id=4qkFAAAAQAAJ &printsec=frontcover#PPR 1/ (accessed June

8, 2007), 172: « Explication des premiers principes de quelque science, et, en particulier, de la doctrine

chrétienne. Ce mot vient de xaty ¥le1v (katéchizéin), faire retentir aux oreilles, enseigner de vive voix,

formé de xara (kata ) et d’ yos (échos ), son, retentissement, parce qu’autrefois, cette instruction ne

se faisoit que de vive voix, et non par écrit. C’est ce qu’on appelle catéchése, dans la primitive

Eglise. »

%" James Strong, “Greek Dictionary of the New Testament,” The Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible

(New York: Abingdon Press, 1970[1894]), 41: “to sound down into the ears, i.e. (by impl.) to

indoctrinate (“catechize”) or (gen.) to apprise of: —inform, instruct, teach.”

" Thomas Scannell, "Christian Doctrine," in The Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 5 (New York: Robert

Appleton Company, 1909), http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05075b.htm/ (accessed June 8, 2007).
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e g ¢ ;k@»};—,;.j,u;k m;ggr;;bg PP A L

76 Bedouelle, La Réforme du Catholicisme (1480-1620) (Paris: Le Cerf, 2002), 94-95.
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(ERRE . P %’,Q@ﬁf’, )y + £ 18 Q‘T > 4t ¥ King James Bible, Gospel of John (7:18) : “He that
speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory but he that seeketh his glory that sent him the same is true,
and no unrighteousness is in him.”

% Dictionnaire de I’Académie Frangaise (Paris: Chez la Veuve de Jean Baptiste Coignard, Imprimeur
ordinaire du Roy & de 1'Académie Frangoise, 1694), 150 : « Catéchisme. s. m. (I's se prononce.)
Instruction des principes de la Foy & de la Religion Chrestienne. Faire le catéchisme. Aller au
catéchisme. il sait son catéchisme. / 1l signifie aussi, Le livre qui contient les principes de la foy.

Acheter un catéchisme. Lire le catéchisme. » 1 R 150 HERpEH Py A EU'ET,{: i El[ 4@4 qr s puF=s!

7@%& S f[ Eﬁjii_lg[ Falk: JFJ{{F’I% ( Cardinal Richelieu, 1584-1642) [ FIS‘]EI N = el I EBLH

(FEY YT ST AU 1694 F T > RATHD ] g Y -

Le Dictionnaire de la langue francaise (le Littré) (Paris: Hachette, 1863) : « 1°Explication, par
demandes et par réponses, de la croyance et des usages de la religion chrétienne. Faire le catéchisme.
Aller au catéchisme. Le livre qui contient cette explication. Enseigner, réciter le catéchisme. Savoir,
dire son catéchisme. Il a déchiré son catéchisme. Dire une chose comme son catéchisme, la dire d'une
facon routiniere. N'allez pas lui dire cela froidement comme son catéchisme, J. J. ROUSS. Em. IV.
2°par extension, exposition abrégée par demandes et réponses, ou autrement, de quelque science.
Catéchisme d'économie politique. Fig. Comptez-vous pour peu de chose que les découvertes de
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83 Julia, "Lectures et Contre-Réforme," 300-301, 306-307.

8 Thomas Scannell, “Christian Doctrine.”

8 Bedouelle, La Réforme du catholicisme, 27-34.
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A.-C. Peltier (Louis Vives, 1873 [1556]) ; Pierre Canisius, Catéchisme ou instruction familiére sur les
principales vérités de la religion catholique (Paris: Estienne Michallet, 1686)
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Appleton Company, 1907), http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01618a.htm/ (accessed on December 5,
2008) - “A theological science which has for its purpose the explanation and defence of the Christian
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Christian Literature Publishing Co., 1885.) http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0127.htm/ (accessed on
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"The Bible in Early Seventeenth-Century China," in Bible in Modern China : the Literary and
Intellectual Impact, ed. Irene Eber, et al. (Sankt Agustin: Institut Monumenta Serica, 1999), 46, n. 46.
=t °J ( Longobardo ) 7 SEFAsT ]’ﬂ“l,,yﬁﬂj‘ ol = R plBUE R U %20 © fL Henri Bernard, Le Pere
Matthieu Ricci et la société chinoise de son temps (1552-1610), 2 vols., vol. 2 (Tientsin: Hautes Etudes,
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123 Nicolas Standaert, "The transmission of Renaissance culture in seventeenth-century China," 370-72,
74-77.
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Reading Strategy A Study of Late Ming and Early Qing Chinese Chrsitian Writings," Ching Feng 4, no.
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12 Charles Francis Aiken, Apologetlcs op. cit.: “Its aim is to give a scientific presentation of the
claims which Christ's revealed religion has on the assent of every rational mind ; it seeks to lead the
inquirer after truth to recognize, first, the reasonableness and trustworthiness of the Christian revelation
as realized in the Catholic Church, and secondly, the corresponding obligation of accepting it.”
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30" Goodman and Grafton, "Ricci, the Chinese, and the Toolkits of the Textualists," 95-148, Standaert,
"The Transmission of Renaissance Culture in Seventeenth-Century China," 377.

131 Bedouelle, La Réforme du catholicisme (1480-1620), 96-98.

132 £1 Marbeau, trans., "Catéchisme du Concile de Trente": « C’est pourquoi les Peres du Concile
cecuménique de Trente, voulant absolument combattre un mal si grandet si funeste par un remede
efficace, non seulement ont pris soin de bien définir contre les hérésies de notre temps les points
principaux de la doctrine catholique, mais de plus ils se sont fait un devoir de laisser, pour I’instruction
des chrétiens sur les vérités de la Foi, une sorte de plan et de méthode que pourraient suivre en toute
stireté dans leurs églises ceux qui auraient la charge de Docteur et de Pasteur légitime. »
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136 RF4 (mysteries ) ,iﬁﬁeﬁg Jﬁfw Hl v pLAR - S J%‘: *IH—\ F“Fsﬁ\ (revelation ) Fﬂﬁ?ji{[g@_
EF4 (secrets ) © fl John McHugh, “Mystery,” in The Catholic Encyclopedia (New York: Appleton
Company, 1911), http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10662a.htm/ (accessed on June 9, 2009).
7 Justin Martyr, Dialogue with Trypho, chap. 4: “Old Man: Is there, then, such and so great power in
our mind? Or can a man not perceive by sense sooner? Will the mind of man see God at any time if it
is uninstructed by the Holy Spirit?” - E,LET S BN | NS ﬂ I Fd: (Leibniz) #{E %L« = P A
FIRISFATTER SRR (SLA Gy e 126) - (I {ﬂJEﬁ P PIRUR ISR ST L T (natural
theology) = DI s | (revealed theology ) o f9REEE » 7 T I’ZMEL 3 THE SRR rEDp H{
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f’?‘ﬁ%j@lﬂli’ ZEl ¢ “considering the rapid decline of manners in Europe, it is almost necessary for tL
Chinese to send missionaries to teach us the purpose and practice of natural theology, as we send
missionaries to instruct them in revealed theology.” ﬁ?’q FI ¢ Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, Leroy E.
Loemker (Tr.), Philosophical papers and letters (Chicago, Ill.: University of Chicago Press, 1956), 7.
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