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Abstract

Child image-based sexual exploitation refers to the filming, production, or
dissemination of sexual intimate images. Since it is officially recognized as a crime in
2017, the number of cases has been increasing every year. Compared with the
common news in the past, which pay more attention to the criminal methods and
educational propaganda, this article focuses on whether the support system can
accommodate this group of new victims who are constantly increasing.

Through in-depth interviews with social workers, teachers and experts to answer
two main questions: What are the limitations of the support system for child image-
based sexual exploitation? How to strengthen the existing support system?

Unlike traditional sexual exploitation, where victims mostly come from high-risk
families, victims of this exploitation come from various backgrounds. Investigating
the reasons behind their exploitation, the main factors are "abduction or deception"
and "curiosity." When children are unable to fulfill their emotional needs and receive
sufficient support and affirmation in real life, they are susceptible to falling into the
trap of online predators and may provide sexually intimate images due to trust in the
other person.

This article aims to emphasize that children do not simply foolishly hand over
nude photos to strangers online; instead, they do so as a means of exchanging
emotional support and affirmation.

Rather than solely focusing on blame, this article advocates for building a support
system based on empathy. In the context of long-term care, several social workers

have moved beyond conventional frameworks and can empathize with these new
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victims from different perspectives, developing effective working models, such as
accompanying the victims to rediscover their body boundaries and online risks.

However, a robust support system cannot rely solely on a few empathetic social
workers. Taiwan can consider the UK model, where the government collaborates
across departments to establish a more comprehensive support network.

Regarding the removal of such images, iWIN, an internet content protection
organization, is responsible in our country. They negotiate with video platforms to
take down sexually intimate images. While they have accumulated sufficient expertise
in this area, iWIN is still a private organization and faces limitations in practical
operation. Therefore, providing more resources and power to this unit is necessary,
and considering references from the EU's "Digital Services Act" could effectively
prevent the dissemination of sexual intimate images involving children and

adolescents.

Keywords: Image-based exploitation, Child, Non-Consensual Pornography, Cyber

Violence, Social Worker
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