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Abstract

After the Straits Exchange Foundation and the Association for
Relations Across the Taiwan Straits had signed the Cross-Strait Air
Transportation Agreement in 2008, the cross-strait direct flight have begun
in the end of 2008. The passenger and cargo transportation between Taiwan
and the mainland China have become prosperous. The methods of this
study are secondary data analysis, comparative methods, and in-depth
interview to focus on the change of the passenger traffic volume of the
cross-strait flight from 2008 to 2021, analyzing the reason of the change,
and clarifying the impacts.

The economic change cross-strait for four decades created the demand
and the main power to achieve cross-strait direct flight. The cross-strait
relations were in tension before 2008, but improved when Ma Ying Jeou
became the President of R.O.C., founded the political base for cross-strait
negotiations. The Cross-Strait Air Transport Agreement had been signed,
and the passenger traffic volume of the cross strait direct flight reach high
peak. The sovereignty and safety issues like flight route M503 did not
make the passenger traffic volume of the cross strait direct flight decreased,
but it is a threat for Taiwanese air space.

The cross-strait relations which is harmonious or confrontational
depends on which party is in power, and the cross-strait relations impact
the change of the passenger traffic volume of the cross-strait direct flight.
The PRC adopts different policies to KMT and DPP, for instance, control
the volume of tourists to Taiwan. The U.S. plays a subtle role in
influencing the cross-strait relations, who was not against the cross-strait
direct flight and did not make comment, to stick to One China policy. The

COVID-19 pandemic broke out in 2019 and spread to the entire world in
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2020, which had profound effects on the cross-strait direct flight.

The key for the cross-strait relations keeping stable is that the ruling
party who based on agendas or other subjective or objective factors, is
willing to keep harmonious relations with PRC. The government should
guide the aviation industry and the tourism industry to respond to the
demand and the change of cross-strait direct flight. No matter what kind of
status about the cross-strait relations, the contact channel between Straits
Exchange Foundation and the Association for Relations Across the Taiwan
Straits must be maintained for cumulating mutual trust and avoid
misjudgment. In addition, the government should stick to the best position
and conditions when negotiating sorts of the cross-strait direct flight affairs
with PRC, and remain all documents and records of the process of
negotiations which can be benefits for the development of the cross-strait
direct flight. The Cross-Strait civil aviation Flight Safety and Airworthiness
Cooperation Agreement should be carried out. Firstly, take a trial run of
rendering cross-strait aircraft maintenance personnel licences valid and
commission the maintenance organization of the other side to do the
aircraft maintenance, flight release and the other things.

The civil aviation authority of R.O.C. and P.R.C. can coordinate the
legal systems about consumer dispute settlement, aircraft accident and
incident investigation and compensation for damages to be applicable to
cross-strait direct flight. At last, this study recommend that the government
should focus on maintaining the quality of tourist area and make
performance by balancing on tourism and ecology. In the post-COVID-19
era, the government should present the progress of tourism in Taiwan to
impress the tourists of mainland China and other nations around the world.
Keywords: Three Links, cross-strait direct flight, Cross-strait Air

Transportation Agreement, passenger traffic, tourists from P.R.C., tourism
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