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This essay investigates late Shang chronology based on the Shang calendar and
Shang royal ritual cycles (zhouji). Generally, the essay proposes that the Shang calendar
belongs to the lunisolar calendar and the royal ritual is based on a 360-day cycle,
approximately to a solar year. Therefore, the lunisolar Shang calendar and the royal
ritual cycle are connected and coherent.

The most important argument of the essay is that the date of the zai sacrifice of
Shangjia, the 9th month, the 10th year of Dixin be the 2nd Oct 1066 B.C. At first, the
essay rebuts “the intercalary ninth month” hypothesis by Dong Zuobin, and argues that
there was no intercalary month between the second month of the ninth year of Dixin and
the second month of the eleventh year of Dixin. Therefore, the 1077 B.C. hypothesis is
problematic, as the hypothesis is based on the theory of Dong Zuobin. By checking the
astronomic table, the essay figures out that the most probable year of the tenth year of
Dixin is 1066 B.C.

The essay also argues that the Diyi ritual cycle without any intercalary month is not
suitable to the lunisolar Shang calendar, and thus is not reliable. The essay analyses the
3rd year and the 7th year materials of “Diyi” separately. As for the 8th year and the 9th
year of “Diyi”, the essay suggests that the materials belong to 1105-1103 B.C., which
lies in the reign of Wending.

The essay proposes that the Current Text of Bamboo Annals has correct historical
information. However, the Annals of Diyi and Dixin part are chronologically
problematic. Instead, the essay proposes that the 8th year of Wending be 1105 B.C, the
tenth year of Dixin be 1066 B.C., the 35th year of King Wen of Zhou be 1065 B.C., and
therefore reconstructs a new chronological scheme for the late Shang period.

Key Words: oracle bones, Shang, zhouji, chronology, Bamboo Annals
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