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Abstract

The formation of Kaiju nationalism: Gojira/Godzilla

and the memory of war

In 1954, "Godzilla™ integrated the two major symbols of World War II, the Tokyo
air raids and the atomic bombings, becoming a national film in Japan. As a memory
device for the war, "Godzilla" presented a narrative closely aligned with official
nationalism, emphasizing Japan's role as the sole victim of nuclear weapons and thus
leading to a "self-compensation™ type of reflection on modernity.

This dissertation aims to explore what kind of Japanese national narrative is
embedded in different eras of Godzilla films. How does the remembrance of historical
events intertwine with genre aesthetics, enabling its continuous operation? This
dissertation tried to figure out the unique spatiality in Godzilla's movie based on the
perspective of "monsters as products of remembering specific historical spaces..

Built on the 1954 version of Godzilla, this paper compares different eras of
Godzilla films and examines how they engage in "remembering"” and "forgetting” the
historical events and film aesthetics depicted in the original movie. Throughout this
process, the national narrative embedded in Godzilla films has gradually transformed
from the official nationalism to the cool Japan style nationalism. The object of
remembrance in the movie shifts from the victims of World War Il to Godzilla himself

Memory is reproduced through a special device (movie) , and in the process of
constructing the genre of Godzilla films, the spatial memory of its reminiscences has
been appropriated and changed. Specific spatial memories are disassembled into
elements of various genre aesthetics, stored within the film series. Ultimately, the
monster that was originally supposed to be the vessel of the parable has become the

purpose and subject of the story's achievement.

Keyword: recall, Godzilla/Gojira, Kaiju, nationalism, film genre
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