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Abstract

How do precarious young gay men (PYGM) build and maintain intimacies? How does
this process differ from that of middle-class gay men? Employing snowball sampling,
seven key informants, aged 23 to 33, self-identifying as gay, and originating from
working-class families, were enlisted. Their present occupation encompassed precarious

work or positions yielding remuneration equal to, or below, the minimum wage.

Utilizing a combination of in-depth interviews and participatory observations, this study
unveils several pivotal insights. Primarily, during their participation in Tongzhi datings,
whether through virtual platforms or face-to-face interactions, PYGM often confronted
an exclusionary mechanism rooted in socioeconomic class, predating the ““sensual
hierarchy.” Furthermore, the informants’ interpretations of “loving consumption” were
intricately shaped by their past experiences of precarity and class contempt.
Consequently, an ambivalence towards accepting economic caring and loving
consumption from others engendering sentiments of shame. Lastly, the intimacies of
PYGM underwent intricate transformations due to their adjustments toward precarious
work. These adjustments stimulated a multifaceted negotiation of intimacy
encompassing sex, emotion, work, and the way of spending. Consequently, this
trajectory led certain PYGM, who previously held monogamous ideals, to gravitate

towards open relationships.

To sum up, faced with precarious work and precarity, PYGM tend not to end intimacies
directly, but try to negotiate and assemble multiple elements of intimacies, forming
open relationships that are sexually or romantically open. This study challenges the
view that gay men’s intimacies are pure relationships, and also finds that the social
script of gay men’s intimacies is gradually moving towards a heterosexual marriage-
economic imagination, thus making economic power an important issue in

contemporary gay men’s intimacies.

Keywords: gay men, precarious work, precarity, intimacy, open relationship, relational

work, economic power
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