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Abstract

This thesis focuses on how did the Southern Song ruling elites construct the image
of Emperor Song Gaozong 7K (557, the first emperor of Song after the government moved
to the south. In the writings of the Southern Song elites, the image of Emperor Gaozong
usually related to the concept of “dynastic revival”(Zhongxing H18#), which indicates that
a ruler rebuilt the original dynasty and restored its order. To solidify the government’s
power after the loss of its northern territory, some bureaucrats in the early Southern Song
argued that “difficulties of making dynastic revival are the same as those of dynastic
establishment and preservation” (Zhongxing Jian Chuangye Shouwen Zhi Nan "1 S 3E £
SESFA 2 #f) and “dynastic revival is tantamount to establishment”(Zhongxing Tongwu
Chuangye HHL[E Y EIF). They requested Gaozong to concentrate on state affairs,
especially the military policy of retaking the lost territory. After the conclusion of the
Treaty of Shaoxing (Shaoxing Heyi 4H¥L{1:%), the two aforementioned arguments started
to be used to praise Gaozong as an emperor who makes dynastic revival. However, when
Gaozong passed away, the contradiction arose between the compliments and one of the
ritual rules of the Imperial Ancestral Temple (Taimiao 7 ER). The contradiction centering
around Gaozong’s temple name (Miaohao Ef5%). Should the Song government named
him “Zu H” because of his achievement of establishing the Southern Song? Or should
they named him “Zong 5% because he had extended the bloodline of the Northern Song
royal family? What lies at the heart of this debate was how the Northern Song and
Southern Song regimes should be related, and it continued until the late Southern Song.
The bureaucrats argued over whether Gaozong qualified to be worshiped by his
successors in sacrifice to heaven ceremonies. Finally, the Song government endorsed the
argument that “dynastic revival is tantamount to establishment,” formalizing Gaozong’s
role in the ceremonies.

Gaozong’s image was further shaped by rulers and subjects in the later Song dynasty.
They tried to use the emperor’s authority to endorse certain political discourses, either in
favor of waging wars against their enemy countries or building peaceful relationships
with them. During Emperor Song Ningzong’s K Z 5% reign, the government was
dominated by Han Tuozhou ¥&{f: and his adherents, who portrayed Gaozong as
someone who supported irredentism by popularizing the declaration of war issued by
Gaozong and by compiling official historical books on Gaozong period. In their effort to
retake the lost northern territory, Han and his supporters adopted those measures to
legitimize their military actions, which were said to fulfill the ancestor’s wish. After Han’s
military actions failed, the Song government under Shi Miyuan’s 5f 5§ % control
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implemented a diplomatic pacification policy. However, the image that Gaozong
supported irredentism remained to be found in literati’s discourses. For example,
bureaucrats like Yue Ke %1 and Liu Kezhuang %/7v¢if used articles written by
Gaozong to attest the emperor’s lifelong goal of recovering the territory and wrote
postscripts of these articles to show their support for irredentism.

During the reign of Emperor Song Lizong KI5, there were multiple disturbances,
including controversies over succession to the throne, conflicts between political parties
and invasions from Mongols. In response, Lizong and his bureaucrats started applauding
Gaozong for his achievements in imperial brush (yushu fHIZ).

Not long after controlling the government, Lizong demanded repairment of a hall
that was built by Gaozong in the 1130°s. Upon its completion, he wrote to celebrate. He
described Gaozong as an emperor who spared no effort fighting the wars to recover the
territory, as a way to convey his own support for irredentism. As for the contentious
decision to proceed with appointing Shih Sungchih 52Z 2 as the prime minister, Lizong
claimed that he dreamed of Gaozong, proving that he was the only legitimate successor
to the throne and that his decision was supported by his ancestor.

This thesis analyzes the evolution of Gaozong’s image in chronological order. It not
only inspects the evolving political situation throughout the Southern Song dynasty, but
also discovers how history was constructed in political discourses to reinforce certain

political agendas.

Keywords: Emperor Song Gaozong, dynastic revival, temple name, disputes over
pacification or bellicosity, imperial brush, Emperor Song Lizong, political history of the

Southern Song dynasty
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