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Abstract

The low birth rate in many countries around the world is becoming more serious.
In Taiwan, it is also serious and it even affects national security. The associated aging
population has also caused a population imbalance, which shows that the country must
propose an effective population policy. In 2021, the number of people under the age of
15 in Taiwan and the number of dogs and cats in the country have crossed. The number
of people under the age of 15 in Taiwan will be 2.8352 million in 2021, and the number
of dogs and cats in the country will be 2.9583 million. This trend and proportion will
continue in the future.

What has been observed in recent years is that many married couples prefer not to
have children, but turn to keeping pets to seek spiritual comfort. Pets already exist as
part of the family. Many statistics also show that the consumer market for baby products
is gradually shrinking, while the consumer market for pet products is growing
exponentially. To explore the reasons, the economic aspect is the most important factor.
Having a child requires a certain source of income, otherwise many people would rather
not have a child.

This study uses three key data of the P company in Kaohsiung City in the past
three years from 2020 to 2022, namely, the turnover of cat and dog wet food, and the
turnover of cat and dog dry food, and the total sales of pet products, In this study, we
use descriptive statistics method to analyze the trend of the pet product consumer
market over time, also use the relevant public data of Kaohsiung City from 2020 to
2022, the number of newborns in Kaohsiung City, the consumer price index of
Kaohsiung City, the number of domestic cats and dogs registered in Kaohsiung City,

and the number of public stray animal shelters in Kaohsiung City to analyze the relevant
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trends of Kaohsiung City. The regression models are used to identify the factors
associated with the consumption of pet foods.

The empirical results show that the number of newborns in Kaohsiung City is
decreasing every year, and the pet product consumption market continues to grow. The
number of domestic cats is gradually increasing, and the number of domestic dogs is
decreasing. In addition, the more registered domestic cats in Kaohsiung City, the higher
the various sales of the P Company, shows the increase of raising domestic cats is

currently the mainstream trend.

Keywords: low birth rate, pet product, Kaohsiung City, cat, dog.
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