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Abstract

Towards a Makeshift City: Dormitories Redevelopment and
Homemaking Practice in the Zhongxing New Village

Ying-Wen Lai
Graduate Institute of Building and Planning
College of Engineering
National Taiwan University

Master Thesis

Drawing upon the framework of makeshift urbanism, the thesis looks into the
redevelopment project of state-owned dormitories in Zhongxing New Village in Nantou,
Taiwan. As the first post-War new town built in Taiwan in 1956, it has undergone a
series of transformation influenced by neoliberalization, yet remained a set of inclusive
settlements where inhabitants have negotiated and maintained their livelihoods ever
since. The ideas of makeshift urbanism bridge political economy and post-structuralism,
so they can uncover the tension between urban redevelopment and housing needs. This
thesis finds that the Zhongxing New Village redevelopment started as an accumulation-
based process aiming to relocate original dwellers, evolving into a current state of
compromise where an assemblage of housing forms, people, materials, places and ideas
coexist. | analyze the micro-politic of housing/property management and dwellers by
conducting an ethnography of place and space informed by theories of homemaking,
maintenance and repair, and so on. The findings suggest that an inclusive living
environment here assembles informally and autonomy in terms of housing maintenance,
as well as solidarity and mutual care in terms of community relations within each
neighborhood and between inhabitants and buildings given residents’ precarity and the
state’s ambiguous property management. The thesis suggests that the government
should remodel some of these dormitories into affordable housing units, while
involving current residents in the planning and remodeling processes to promote
grassroots participation as one way to lead social transformation, and ultimately, to

sustain an inclusive, makeshift city.

Key word: Makeshift urbanism, homemaking, maintenance & repair, dormitories

redevelopment, dwelling
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