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Abstract

In 2012, U.S. President Barack Obama announced the “Pivot to Asia” to shift out
Middle East. He withdrew the U.S. combat troops from Iraq, Syria and Libya then
declared to retreat from Afghanistan. He compelled Israel to negotiate with Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) to enforce “two-state solution”, inactive and let his allies
alone when “Arab Spring” broke out, signed the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) with Iran made unprecedented possible alliance between Israel and Saudi
Arabia. In 2017, President Donald Trump declared the “Indo-Pacific Strategy” as the
continuation of “Pivot to Asia”. But he overthrew Obama’s policy by leaning on Israel on
“Israel-Palestine Issue”, withdrew from JCPOA replaced with enforcing further economic
sanctions toward Iran, protected Saudi Arabia regime from condemning on the
assassination of Jamal Khashoggi, advocated the “Abraham Accords” for Israel to set
diplomatic ties with Arabian Countries. Under this background, this thesis will explore
the tendency between Israel and Saudi Arabia, will they go toward quasi-alliance/ alliance
or establish diplomatic relations? Will the U.S., Israel and Saudi Arabia form tripartite
strategic relations ? What are the similarities and differences between the relations with
the U.S., Japan and Korea trilateral quasi-alliance relations under Victor Cha’s (1999)
theory ? The dissertation finds out that Iran has been the common threat between Israel
and Saudi Arabia, but their compliances to U.S. are different from Japan and Korea, the
explanation power of Cha’s theory to the U.S., Japan and Korea trilateral quasi-alliance
relations may be less.

Keywords: Arab Spring, JCPOA, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Palestine, U.S.-Japan
and Korea Trilateral Quasi-Alliance relations, U.S.-Israel-Saudi Arabia Trilateral
Quasi-Alliance
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