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Abstract

As China's national power and military capabilities in the Indo-Pacific region
have grown, the United States, as the dominant power in the region, has implemented
various strategies to respond to this development, particularly during the Trump
administration. While previous studies have mainly focused on power transitions at the
national level, less attention has been paid to regional power shifts and the timing of

such transitions.

This research aims to explore why the U.S. has adopted various strategic policies
to deal with China's rise in the Indo-Pacific region in recent years and the implications
for current international relation theory. Specifically, this study examines two case
studies, the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty and the Quad, and conducts a
series of analyses from the Bush administration to the Trump administration. The
research methodology employed includes historical analysis, comparative study, case

study, and text-mining.

Based on Edelstein's (2017) framework of strategic interactions between rising
and declining powers, this research proposes a framework to analyze how the U.S. as a
dominant power responds to the rise of China's regional military power. The results
suggest that as the U.S. recognizes China's growing regional military power and its
potential threat, the U.S. responds with a long-term strategy that involves "withdrawal"

n

followed by "New Construction." From the Bush administration to the Trump
administration, the U.S. has assessed China's military power in the Indo-Pacific region

and adopted these strategies to defend its interests as a dominant power.

In conclusion, this study sheds light on the dynamics of power transitions and

competition in the Indo-Pacific region, and it provides insights into the strategic

doi:10.6342/NTU202300816



responses of the U.S. to China's rise as a dominant power. This research contributes to
current international relation theory by examining the role of regional power shifts and

the timing of power transitions in shaping the strategies of dominant powers.

Key words: Power Transition, Time Theory, Quad, INF Treaty.
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CHINA'S BALLISTIC & CRUISE MISSILES

36m/118ft

e 1,000km

g

China has the most active and
diverse missile development
program in the world. China is
modernizing its ICBMs, developing
multiple independently targetable
reentry vehicles and hypersonic
boost-glide vehicles. China’s navy is
also deploying a new fleet of nuclear
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